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EDITORIAL 


I oot some enthuslastic replies to 


Protean Synthesis #0, but only from. 


people I already know. Judy ang 
Ashta'ar were so enthusiastic that they 
gave me articles, so I don't gg&f tg 
1*1%s tis Ws Hf wAf8Tf have to 
write the whole zine myself. I didn't 
get so much as one mailing address from 
any person I don!t already know. 

This is supposed to be a Protean 
Family Newsletter, and it 1isn't the 
Protean Family without the Bay Area and 
nidwest branches of the family. TI 
appeal to you, send me your mailing 
addresses! You don't have to send your 
names (initials and a PO box will do); 
you don!t have to send money; you don't 
have to send articles. 

If you do send articles, I will be 
grateful, whether they were written 
eSpecially for me or already published 
elsewnhere. Articles can be news of what 
you're doing or thinking, book and 
musS1c Teviews, poetry, non-secret 
Titual material, information about 
topics related to the Craft. 

If I don't net any rTesponses from 
more people, there may not be a Protean 
Synthesis #2. If I do get at least one 
Tesponse from the missing branches of 
the family, Protean Synthesis #2 will 
appear around Yule !87, with the 
deadline around Dec 5, !87, I reserve 
the Tight to be arbitrary and tyran- 
nical. Oh, by the way, I already have 
about eight pages of material about 
initiation and dedication for #2, 


THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES: A SOURCEBOOK 
edited by Marvin Meyer, is a collection 


S YNTRES TIS #1 


of (English translations of) the 


Classical texts from -which historians 
have formed their ideas of the Mystery 
Religions, It has a wonderful preface 
explaining what the various NMystery 
religions had in common, which 1s a 
pretty exact description of our Craft. 


ANOTHER LOOK AT ARES, GREEK GOD OF WAR 


I was looking in a Mythology book in an 
unSuccessful search for information 
about Apollo Smintheus ("of mice"). 
Instead, I learned things I already knew 
about Ares, Greek qod of war. 

We already know that the CLreeks 
despised Ares as ood of aggressions, 
violence, and destruction, in contrasrt 
to Athena, qoddess of defense, Strategy, 
and tactics, He was portrayed as a bully 
and coward. He was tried (and convicted, 
and punished) for murdering Halirrho- 
thius son of Poseidon and Euryte. (The 
hill where the trial took place 1s 
therefore named the Areopagus. ) 

Take a closer look. Halirrhothius 
was attempting to rape Ares's daughter 
Alcippe, and Ares killed him in defense 
of Alcippe. Ares was father of the 
Amazons (in some version, via his and 
Aphrodite's daughter Harmonia), and so 
fond of them that he attempted to take 
vengeance on Achilles for killing 
Penthesilea (but Zeus interfered). (I 
note that Alcippe!s name, like many 
Amazon names, contains the element 
"_hippe", meaning "horse".) 

I am tremendously struck by the 
possibility that Ares, bad-mouthed all 
these centuries, is one of ours: a Tape 
fighter and friend of Amazons. 


Headdress MasGstl: 
(CaMmer cGcon 
RCOMUlFed 1917 


ee » When German troops occupied the cult house, the 'fetioh man ' 
intentionally danaged the nose, predumably to destroy the mask's 
magical power (£0 that the strangers could not ussS IT ...* 


Now they Come, | | 
the Strong and stupid Gsoldiers, 
now they march into this House. 


GulGck! Now! 
In this last moment, 
Ereak the Spirit mask\' 


This is the new maGsks 
Eroken Lmaqgess, 

RA broken natior , 

FR broken old man. 


They will not ee. 
They may not use. 
Frey can not harm. 


ACFOassS an ocean 

RANd Seventy Year's . 
Behind plate glassa, 
Living, reals, 

The broken maSkt walts 


SOFT Fills iT. 
EOVe DULLE it. 
Ove broke it. 


Ove knows 1it. 
LOove Dullds it 
AGALN . 


Judy Harrow 
TULIY, EYgO7/ 


* from a musgeum display card at The Center for Rfrican Art, New 
TOFK City. 


Book Review: Catmagic, by Whitley Strieber 
(TOR Paperback, $4.95) 


Whitley Strieber cranks out best-seller after best-seller, and never mind 
that he's tried to get you to believe he was brain-programed by UFO aliens-- 


the guy can WRITE, Catmagic is the book he was plugging on the Oprah Winfrey 
Show, when he and Laurie Cabot (Laurie, wash your face!) debated two Fundies., 
This book is a lot of fun to read; there are enough plot twists to keep you 
guessing, the English is grammatical, and there's sufficient gore for the 
horror fans (this is marketed as a horror book), There's a $short preface 

in which Strieber gives the obligatory Witches-are-a-religion explanation, and 
directs readers to Circle: Wicca for more information, (!) 

I don't want to spoil the book for you if you haven't read it yet, so I'LIl 
Summarize only s8ome of the plot, Basically, there is a rich old woman who is' 
also a High Priestess and Witch Queen, Her estate, which is near a fictional 
town in New Jersey, has been transformed into a Wiccan comune; a beautiful 
post-hippie dream of organic farming, living in tune with the Earth's rhythms, 
large outdoor rituals, casual nudity, and children being brought up in the 
Craft, Most of the residents of the town are either Witches also, or at least 
Sympathetic towards the Craft. The town 'is also the home of a- very minor 
college, where a biological researcher (secretly underwritten by the rich old 
woman) is experimenting with the use of strong electromagnets to stop and 
then re-start electrical activity in living creatures--in other words, to 
kill them and revive them unharmed. The aim is to provide initiates with a 
relatively safe shamanic death-and-rebirth experience, But the experiments 
are having results that do not please the old priestess., 

There are faery folk, only partially of this world, living in the woods and 
hills around, They are in general kindly disposed toward the Witches, but they 
have their own less- than- comprehensible- to-mortals priorities, 

And a self- ordained Fundamentalist preacher has started up a congregation 
in the town, He drinks a bit too much and has $some very unusual psychological 
problems. He manages to whip his follovers into a Witch-hating fervor, blaming 
everything that goes against their narrow moral standards on the Witches. 
| The action of the story takes place partially in the Otherworld, partly 
inside the heads of various characters, and partly in "reality", Events on 
one plane affect events on another. I won't reveal the ending, but after a 
Series of confrontations between the Witches and the Fundies, we win. 

Notice one thing: The Bad Guys are the Fundies, and the Good Guys are 
us. Why is this important? Well, here in the suburbs of New York, they're 
Selling this book in supermarkets, right next to the bodice-rippers, Westerns, 
and biographies of rock stars. So zillions of people are going to find them= 
selves reading a book in which Witchcraft is the force for good, What a 
revolutionary notion! 

Because this book is $so much like a conventional horror novel, it's a good 
way to sneakily introduce mundanes to the Craft, (I loaned my copy to my mother.) 
I also recommend it to total strangers in bookstores (heh heh). 

How come Strieber knows $so much about the Craft? Well, he was the co-author 
of Warday, which was made into a radio drama for NPR, Strieber worked on the 
radio adaptation with--Margot Adler, (Was that the creak of a broom closet door 
opening just a crack?) 

The magic cat of the title? He's not a cat, not entirely, and he's the old 
woman's familiar, sort of, He spends a lot of time in the Otherworld., 

Read Catmagic, because it's entertaining. Get a deserving mundane to read 
it, but don't tell them why. And when you!re done reading it, donate your copy 
to the local public library, This sort of propaganda will be invaluable when 
it's time for us to "come from the Shadows", 


- -AShta!arArthura 
Proteus Coven, N.Y. 


MY FANTASY 
Rita Prince Winston 


(This was originally written as a homework- assignment for Thalassa kai Oros. The 
question was What is an ideal' place to do a ritual? What ritual would you like to 


do there?" ) 


There are many nice places to have rTituvals, but if I have to limit myself to one 
(and give myself permission to fantasize), I pick a large, clothing-optional, 
garden in a quiet suburban neighborhood. There are high walls for privacy, covered 
with climbing plants, and trees planted in front of them. There is a pleasant lawn 
for sitting, lying, dancing; flowers for beauty and Ynature!s incense"; fruit trees 
to keep us in touch with the agricultural cycle. A suitable tree stump or boulder 
1s an attractive altar in the middle of the lawn. Between the garden and the house 
is a patio with a firepit for barbecuing Sabbat feasts, a redwood picnic table or 
two for eating them, and a hot tub for ritual baths. 

Sabbat Circles would take place in the garden, in physical touch with the 
Seasons whom we celebrate. Full Moon Circles would take place in the garden, in 
S1g9ht of the Moon whom we celebrate. Sabbat celebrations take all day (better, all 
weekend, with people sleeping over) in the garden and the house and the patio, with 
feasting and socializing and quests from outside the coven, and seasonal amusements 
like hunting Ostara egos, making Beltane flower crowns, exchanging Yule presents. 
The Sabbat ritual itself takes place in daylight, except Samhain, Yule, Candle- 
mas are appropriate for midnight. (A pickier or more sophisticated group could make 
a mancala with Yule at midnight, Ostara at 6 ayem, Midsummer at noon, and Harvest 
at Six pm. Then Candlemas 1s three ayem, Beltane nine ayem, Lammas three pm, and 
Samhain nine pm.) For daylight rituals, bouquets or banners of appropriate colors 
could be waved at the Watchtowers instead of candles. For nighttime Sabbats, the 
Circle could be outlined on the ground with garden candles or garden torches. The 
candles, lit before the beginning of the Samhain ritual, would be extingquished 
during the Titual and only one Te-lit. Only one candle would be lit before the 
beginning of the Yule ritual, and would light the others during the ritual. ALI the 
candles would be 1it from before the beginning to after the end of the Candlemas 
ritual, 

The Full Moon Circles would have the purpbose of participating in the magick and 
OLvinity of the night, the Moon, the Coddess. Coveners would spirally feedback the 
Sense of the numinous with poetry, chanting, circle dancing around the altar, or 
SCTYing in fire, smoke, water, black mirrors. Each in turn would Draw Down the 
Moon. If the coven consisted of svitable couples, each couple could do the. Great 
Rite (simultaneously). Sometimes the coven would oo to a lecture, a party, or 
another Circle, so doing the Full Moon Circle at 2 ayem. At that time, when most 
people are asleep, there is a unique vibration of calmness and quiet which adds a 
new dimension to ritual. 

Teaching Circles would also be held in the carden. A storyteller can tell 
tales of qods and heroes, a herballist can pass around samples, a masseur can 
advise coveners who are taking turns to rub each other's back. 


FAVORITE GOD, GODDESS, AND MYTH SYSTEM 
Rita Prince Winston 


(This was originally written 1n Tesponse to a Question of the Month in Pagan APA, 
The question was "What is your favorite qgoddess or god? Favorite pantheon?" ) 


When I first joined P'APA, T unhesitantly said my favorite goddess and god were 
Ishtar and Tammuz (tho! my favorite statue was the chryselephantine Minoan Snake 
Coddess). In those days I knew what I meant when I said that. Now I don't really 
think that Ishtar and Tammuz are my favorite goddess and god (altho! the Snake 
Goddess is still my favorite visual representation. I have several cheap little 
Statuettes of her and I just spent an extravagant amount of money buying a museum 


Teproduction of the ceramic statue of her. Even in full size reproduction, the 
critter on her head looks like a bump. I don't know know whether it's an owl or 
not.) It would help if I knew what "favorite god/dess" meant. 

If the question were my favorite male ood, I could easily fake up an ansvwer. 
Last year the Pallas Society News called for articles on male gods (Yaspects of the 
God", in their terminology), and I immediately responded with an article on 
Poseldon, I could easily say that Poseidon is my favorite god; when I was a kid I 
used to hang out with him beside the boat canal at Marina del Rey. Those nasty 
things the mythographers say about him are all lies. However, I've never worked 
with him in rituals, except Proteus once did a ritual "for the Sea Lords and 
Ladies", and once in great while I invite him to ward my Western Watchtower. 

Why is he my favorite? Go down to the beach and look at the ocean and the waves. 
How can anyone not love the Sea? My favorites goddesses also are the Ones with the 
moon ano stars in her hair and the waves are the frill at the hem of her. robe. 

I Tesponded again with an article on Osiris - I mean, on Nuit and Geb and Is1s 
and Osiris and Nephthys and Set and Horus and Anubis and Thoth and: Hathor and Ra 
and Sekhmet and Ptah. Osiris is an important god to me, the very image of the 
Mysteries (the mummy with grain sprouting. in the wrappings), and I give him pride 
of place with I name the gods of cut grain at Lammas, and once in a very great 
while I invite him to ward my Northern Watchtouwer. 

Mythological systems: the Greeks stories and Roman names are the most known 
Pagan mythology in our culture. I would have said that the Greek myths and Roman 
names (I use the Greek names, because the Roman names are planets) were known to 
all educated people, except that from Samhain !85 to just recently, I was blessed 
with a coven of people who didn!t know the Greek myths (or any others), and were 
reluctant to learn them. (The true Least Common Denominator mythology is to speak 
Simply of Mother Earth, Maiden Moon, Grain God, etc.) I don't actually like Greek 
mythology that much, but I speak it because it's the lanquage with which I was 
raised. 

Egyptian mythology is also pretty well known (King Tut made it fashionable). 
Egnyptian mythology is drenched with bright sunlight and brilliant starlight, which 
is a comfort on cold days and overcast nights, and has something of everything. 
Gentle mother qoddess? Fierce warrior qoddess? (Queen of Heaven? Playful Cat? Dying 
God? Sun God? All are there. One thing I like about Eayptian mythology is Zip 
animals that the Egyptians were content to leave it in a somewhat disorganised and 
inconsistent state. Reality is somewhat disorganised and inconsistent. The Lreeks 
organised their mythology so thoroughly that it seems more like a literary exercise 
than like a reflection of reality. 


THE BULL IS FATHER OF THE SERPENT, THE SERPENT IS FATHER OF THE BULL 


THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES quotes the above symbolon (mystic formula uttered in a 
Mystery) from Clement of Alexandria and other early Christian propagandists. 
Clement claimed that it referred to Zeus taking the form of a bull to seduce 
Demeter and father Persephone, who, being earthy, was serpbent-like, and then taking 
the form of a serpent to seduce Persephone and father Dionysus, often Teferred to 
as "the young bull”. This is fine, altho! it refers to the Orphic version rather 
than the normal version of the story of the birth of Dionysus, but the instant I 
read that symbolon, I remembered that, back when the Spring Equinox took place in 
Taurus, the Fall Equinox took place in Scorpio (one of whose symbols is a serpent). 
And Joseph Campbell's description of Mithraic initiation (in THE MASKS OF GOD) 
mentions two assistants: one carries a torch pointing up, the other a torch. 
pointing down, to symbolize the cyclic flow of energy between the divine unity and 
the world of ten thousand things. Or sometimes, said Campbell, the two assistants 
carried a bull's head and a scorpion instead of torches. 

I feel that this serpent and bull, like the Oak King and Holly King, like yin 
and yang, Show the ebb and well of life-enerqy in the circle of the year. 


[ 


FEFRUTEAY SYNERMES TIS #3 


Editor: Rita Prince Winston 
Thalassa kai Oros Coven 
254 S. Mariposa #10 
Los Angeles CA 90004 
(213) 480-0366 


A Protean Family News letter 


NEXT ISSUE 


Next ish will appear around Ostara '88 
and deadline will be very early in 
March '88, Some people begin to 
perceive a pattern. 


LETTER TO PROTEAN SYNTHESIS 


Valerie Voigt writes (on stationery 
with a beautiful illustration of a many 
breasted goddess): 

"You probably won't hear from 
either of us much, as Zephyr [Star- 
water] works two jobs and I am always 
Swamped with mothering, teaching, 
HPSing, and coordinating various Pagan 
organizations and activities (Pagan 
/Occult/Witchcraft Special Interest 
Group is 350 people by itself —- rather 
unwieldy -= and I'm active in COG, 
Centre of the Divine Ishtar, South Bay 
Craft Teachers, and some other groups). 

One bit of information that might be 
of interest to other Proteans is about 
South Bay Circles. SBC is a local 
(South Bay area) legally-registered 
aSSociation of covens of various 
traditions, It exists to organize and 
perform the Sabbat Festivals for the 
South Bay Pagan community, The Sabbats 
aren't open — that is, all comers 
welcome — but rather invitational. 
Member covens provide their quests 
written invitations which serve as 
admission slips, thus providing a 
meaSure of contro] over who attends. 
Guests are the responsibility of their 
inviters, which has resulted in good 
behavior by all, $so far. Attendance at 
the Sabbats runs between /0 and 115, 
with 9 covens and their quests 
participating. Covens take turns 
pres iding. 


South Bay Circles was the brain- 
child of two priests of Proteus lineage: 
Robin Blackhood (formerly of Coven 
Beannacht Dana-an, now of Circle Lia 
Fail, a Gardnerian-led training Circle) 
and David Tower (formerly of Coven 
Beannacht Dana=-an, now of New Broom, an 
eclectic coven). Other Proteids involved 
in the founding of SBC were Lady Bettin 
(HPS, Coven Beannacht Dana-an), Brendan 
(then HP of the now-defunct Circle of 
Our Lady of the Wild Oak Way, now of 
Circle Lia Fail), Nina (ex-BD, now New 
Broom), Dominic (then of Wild Oak Way, 
now Solitary), myself (ditto), and 
Autumn (acting HPS, Lia Fail). Proteids 
are very active in the South Bay Pagan 
community, and SBC is a s$Successful 
organization. 

T hope to hear what other Proteids 
are doing. (I am saying "Proteids" 
because it means "Children of Proteus": 
if I called us "Proteans" it might sound 
like we're all members of Proteus 
Coven. )... 

P.S. It occurs to me that what I 
have written of myself above may be 
confus ing: In one place I mention that I 
am HPSing, later I describe myself as 
Solitary, I am normally solitary in my 
Gardnerian work, I am, however, also a 
full initiate in the Fairy Tradition 
(initiated by Victor Anderson) and am 
hHPSing a training Circle in that 
tradition. I am also one of the founding 
Elders of Waxing Moon Circle, an 
eclectic semi-open Esbat Circle in Palo 
Alto. Although I retired from Waxing 
Moon's HPS office a couple of years ago, 
having turned the office over to capable 
Celtic initiate Marilyn, I am still 
active in that Circle and occasionally 
help Marilyn in directing rituals." 

-——-Valerie Voigt, POB 9494, San 
Jose CA 9515/7 


Rita here. Just READING about all Valerie's activities makes me feel tired! In that 
list of Proteids involved with SBC, Valerie carefully wrote by hand the degree mark 
after each name. I'm much too Jazy to do that. I don't think I know ANY of those 
Proteids. Someone Should tell all of them to send me their mailing addresses so I 
can Send them PS. 

Valerie mentioned POWSIG, but didn't mention that she is editor of PAGANA (and 
Sent me a number of her and Zephyr's articles to reprint). PAGANA is a very well 
known Paganzine, I checked their ad in HARVEST for order info: PAGANA, 6 ish/yr, 
$12/yr or $2/sample. PO Box 9336 San Jose CA 95157, make checks to POWSIG. 


While I'm plugging zines, I have a regular column in Pallas Society News (I 
write most of my articles for them). Quarterly on the Greater Sabbats, $7/yr, PO 
Box 2015, 1800 S. Robertson LA CA 90035. 


PAGAN CHARITY 


Geneva Hagen, who as far as I know is not a Proteid, is founding CERES: Convocation 
of Earth Religions to End Starvation., Their long-term goal is to end human 
Starvation on Earth; their current projects include writing letters to politicians 
about the Ethiopian famine and collecting money for UNICEF. | 

I believe that the importance of charity is $self-evident. It'd better be, 
because I'm no good at preaching sermons. However, Some . people might wonder "Why a 
Pagan charity, when there are $so many good secular charities, like UNICEF?" Geneva 
writes: "I believe that with our attunement to the Earth and Her natural cycles, 
and our technology of changing consciousness through ritual, Pagans are in a 
poSition to make a unique contribution to their work." She has mentioned 
reforestation as a future project. I am less idealistic: think what an effective 


Pagan charity will do to make Paganism respectable! 


C.E.R.E.S.'s address is c/o Geneva Hagen 
R.R. I, Kispiox Road 


Site L, Compartment 21 
Hazelton BC VOJ TYO 
Canada 


I was about to suggest that it would be polite to include an SASE (postage for 
answer ing letters of inquiry can add up fast), but I just remembered that Canada is 
a foreign country. Maybe money would be easier. 


THE WHEEL OF THE YEAR: SEASONS AND SABBATS 


One day a covenbrother was reminiscing. He'd been raised in a little farm town in 
the Midwest. His father sold farm equipment and his uncles planted by the moon, as 
instructed by the Old Farmers" Almanac. He was accustomed to winter snow and spring 
Sprouts. In Sunday School, they taught him about Christmas and Easter, saying that 
Jesus Christ died for our sins. 

Not until he graduated from college, moved to New York City, discovered the 
Craft, did he put two things together in his mind: "I realised that Jesus had risen 
in the Spring.' | 

 Ha-Ha, I said. I'd been raised Unitarian in Los Angeles, and my Sunday Schoo] 
was careful to teach that Easter and Pesach began as Pagan Spring Equinox 
celebrations. Easter flowers and Pesach green herbs, Easter colored eggs and Pesach 
roasted egg, lambs for both....taster, they told me, had been named after the 
Teutonic fertility goddess Eostara, whose symbo]l was a rabbit "for obvious 
reaSons'. Jesus, like Attis, symbolised the returning vegetation. 

Christmas and Hannukkah, they told me, were Pagan Winter Solstice celebrations. 
Christmas tree lights and menorah candles for a festival of light, lengthening days 
in the winter darkness, present giving inherited from Roman Saturnalia, the tree 
from Saxon tree worship. The birth of Jesus, like that of Mithra, represented the 


new year of Sunlight. 


Thus, I knew that Jesus had risen in the Spring. But until I moved to New York, 
I didn't know what Spring was. 


Our Craft, our Sabbats, our Wheel of the Year, connect a lot of things to together. 
The experience of the changing seasons, the Seasons of a human life, interior 
psSsychological seasons of joy and grief, a divine myth, the Divinity immanent in 
A11. I suppose we are all already familiar with the myths I'm speaking of: the 
Dying God (of vegetation or of sunlight), the Persephone, Adonis, or Tammuz, who is 
born or returns with the spring at Candlemas, Ostara or Beltane, and dies or 
departs with the fall, at Lammas, Harvest, or Samhain. The intense death-and- 
rebirth experience of Yule, which is both the death day of the old Sun and the 
birthday of the new Sun. Or spread the story over the entire year, so for example 
the Sun God could be born at Yule, weaned at Candlemas, reach puberty at Ostara, 
marry the Earth Goddess at Beltane, be coronated at Midsummer, be wounded at 
Lammas, die at Harvest, be in the Summerland at Samhain, and be born again at Yule. 

Finding psychological and spiritual insights in myths about the agricultural 
SeasSons is in the tradition of the Hellenistic Mystery Religions. I just ran across 
this great book: THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES: A SOURCEBOOK by Marvin W. Meyer (Harper and 
Row 1987). It is a collection of (English translations of) the contemporary Greek 
and Roman writing about the Mystery Religions from which modern scholars have 
figured out their theories about the Mysteries. The texts are very interesting for 
people who're interested in that sort of thing (which I am), but the book also has 
an Introduction, which explains the social-historical background of the Mystery 
Religions and what these different religions had in common $so that they are all 
categorized together as Mystery Religions. I recommend that all Witches should go 
read this Introduction, because most of it is an amazingly accurate description of 
us in our covens. I'd like to quote the whole Introduction, but I'11 limit myself 
to one paragraph which is relevant to my topic: 

"The development of early agrarian or fertility festivals into the mystery 
religions involved, first and foremost, the conviction on the part of the 
worshippers. that the cycle of nature related directly to human lire. Plants and 
animals participated in a cycle of death and life, and so also did human beings. 
Death came to all the divine forces of nature — Kore, Dionysus, Adonis, Attis, 
OSsiris, the Mithraic bull — but finally life was victorious. Kore returned from 
the realm of Hades; Dionysus vivified his devotees; Adonis rose from the dead: 
Attis gave an intimation of new life; Osiris reigned as king of the underworld; and 
the bull provided life for the world. Hence, if human beings could assimilate the 
power that made life triumphant in the world of nature, they too could live in a 
more complete way. " 

But the experience of the eng SeasSons 1s different in different climates. 
The celebration of the eight Sabbats is flexible enough to fit a range of climates; 
Oimelc (Imbolg, Brigid, Candlemas, February Eve) can be a spring festival or a 
midwinter encouragement, thanksgiving for agricultural harvest Suits Lammas 
(Lughnasadh, Auqust Eve), Fall Equinox (Harvest, Mabon), and Samhain (Hallows, 
November Eve). Still, some climates are very different. When we mourn Persephone's 
departure on Samhain, do we remember that the: Ancient Greeks (her own people) 
celebrated her return at Autumn Equinox? The dry summer was the dead season: they 
planted in the fall to harvest in June. I think Southern Californians, rainy season 
and dry season, might be able to relate to that. 

For Some years, I've been wondering about the cycle of seasons in SoCal. I 
think I have an idea of the order of seasons, but not of their. timing. To begin 
with sSprouting Seeds: first is the rainy season. There are storms, which are cold 
and wet and nasty, but when it rains the hillsides turn green. The rain washes the 
Sky clean and the wind blows the smog away and between storms are warm days of 
bright skies and clear sSunshine. The winds stop, and the rain, and first fog 
Settles, then sScuzz, and I can't see the mountains anymore. 


The sun gets hotter, then vegetation dries out, and it's fire season. The 
winds return, blowing sparks across hastily enlarged fire breaks. Fire is a 
necesSSary part of the local ecology, as the Seeds of many native plants won't 
germinate until they're been through a fire. This is an evolutionary adaption to 
help the new little plants start their growth in a cleared and available space with 
less competition. The Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History has a new 
permanent exhibit, The Hall of Chapparal, with a nice movie about the life cycle of 
native plants, beginning and ending with fire. Lightning set fires before human 
beings ever moved here, and the smoke from those fires was smog in the inversion 
layer. 

The fires over, the winds remain, to bring negative ions and old buried 
disease germs from the deserts, making everyone irritable. In parts of Europe, a 
Similar wind is named scirocco or mistral, and I've heard that in Germany, a 
poSSible plea in murder trials is "innocent by reason of mistral". We just joke 
about the santa annas. After a while it rains again, and the hillsides turn green. 


I have read in books about seasonal celebrations in other desert climates. In 
THE WITCH'S WAY by Stuart and Janet Farrar, the chapter "In Tune With the Land" 
Shows a Six-Sabbat Wheel of the Year published in an Australian Pagan magazine. I 
translated it to the Northern Hemisphere calendar and found: Dec 21 Rain Festival, 
Feb 15 Rainbow Festival, Apr 15 Beltane, June 21 Harvest Festival, Aug 15 
Halloween, Oct 15 Green Tide Festival. 

I don't $suqqgest that we all immediately rush to observe this calendar, because 
SoCal is a different desert than Australia and might have different seasons, and 
because I am very attached to an eight Sabbat Wheel of the Year. I like to feel 
that I'm celebrating at pretty much the same time as all my sister and brother 
Witches all over the world, even tho' we're celebrating different things, so 1 want 
to celebrate Spring and Fall Equinox as well as Winter and Summer Solstice, and 
mark the Quarter Days as the first of February, May, August, and November (altho' 
there are arguments to celebrate the Quarter Days on the fifths or fifthteenths of 
those months: the fifths because of the Sun's astrological position, the fifteenths 
because what is now the fifteenth is what used to be the first in the Julian ("01d 
Style") calendar used when our ancestors invented these holidays). 

Still, it can be useful to consider this model. To me, celebrating Winter 
Solstice as a Rain Festival sounds very right. February Eve is also often part of 
the Rainy Season, altho!' I don't think "Rainbow Festival" is particularly relevant 
to Southern California: we don't go in much for rainbows, so a friend of mine who 
is a fourth generation Angelena, altho' not a Pagan, sSuggested "Fog Festival" 
instead. 

Summer Solstice can be considered a Harvest Festival, since such a variety and 
abundance of fruit is in season. The idea of: August Eve as Samhain bothers me, but 
this calendar also has Moon names, and the Augqust Full Moon is named Wild Fire 
Moon. That's true here! 


I've read another book with something to say about seasons in a desert climate: 
SEASONS OF OUR JOY by Arthur Waskow, which is about Jewish holidays. I'm not 
recommend ing that Witches should rush to observe Jewish holidays just because 
IsSrae] is a desert, but I feel that we can learn by analogy from people who are 
Similar to us in some ways and different from us in Some ways. Similar? Waskow 
explains that his study of his holidays is rooted in the chavurah movement, chavurot 
being small congregations who meet to worship and study together as . equals and 
intimates; they sit in circles facing each other instead of in auditorium rows 
facing a hired rabbi. Waskow emphasizes that the year is a circle and the holidays, 
"the points along the circle", are built on cycles of the sun and of the moon. He 
explains that each holiday has a mood which relates to the seasonal events of 
nature and to the spiritual (psychological) experiences of human individuals as 
well as to the history of the Jewish people (their equivalent of our divine myths). 


At the moment I am concentrating strictly on the nature festival' aspect. There 
are four holidays which Waskow emphasizes as Seasonal: Pesach (Passover) is a 
Spring festival, timed to take place on the Full Moon after Spring Equinox. 
Solar-lunar calendars being what they are, that means any time between Ostara and 
Beltane. It may have begun as the combination of a celebration of the barley 
harvest and a celebration of the lambing season (note: this city slicker was under 
the impression that sheep had their babies in February. Anybody know for sure?). 
Fifty days later (between Beltane and Midsummer) is Shavuot (Weeks or Pentecost), a 
holiday of early Summer which may have begun as a combination of a celebration of 
the wheat harvest and a celebration of the lambs being weaned. 

Sukkot (Tabernacles, Booths, Huts), the Full Moon after the Autumn Equinox, is 
a harvest celebration and a celebration of living outdoors in lovely warm autumn 
weather. The winter festival doesn't take place in midwinter, when travelling would 
be difficult because of rain and mud: it is the eighth day of Sukkot, called 
Shemini Atzerat. It marks the beginning of the rainy season, when people start 
praying for rain (praying for rain during the dry sSeason would be against nature, 
So then Jews pray for dew). Apparently Sukkot used long ago also to include the 
Solar fire aspects which have since moved to Hannukkah. 

I mention these holidays for the sake of culture shock: three harvest seasons, 
one each in spring, Summer, and fall. Winter welcomed as prayed-for rain. No 
observance of Winter Solstice, However, the pattern is not systematically alien. 
Spring has lambs and eqqs along with the barley harvest. Autumn has harvest along 

* with the warm weather. A Winter Solstice holiday popped up a mere two thousand 
years ago. 
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alvays the flame within 

always the flame within 

Sometimes tiny and dim 

like a distant star on a foggy night 
but always the flame within 
Sometimes a warm bright glow 

Sshining among other lanterns 
exchanging our lights among ourselves 
always. the flame within 

always the flame within 

g8ometimes at the touch of a thought 
blazing up in a column of radiance 
too hot. too bright tor sight 
 consuming me utterly with its pover 
but always the flame within 

I am heated and hammered 

quenched and tempered 

on the forge of the flame within 
always the flame within 

I 8ignal in pulses of meaning 

across the lightless void 

vith the flicker of the flame within 
always the flame within 

and life 1s sustained 

light is $sustained 

mind is s8ustained 

by the flame within 

always the flame within 

alvays the flame within 


always the flame within. {\ 4) or Be thuRa 
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S1Enoughn there is 
Rave certain sharec Ins 9 
Gaslic of those LINSIigNETS. 


Witcncraftt is Celtic in Origin. 

Wi =cncraft is, Tirst and foremost, a gogccess religion 

All Goddesses are one SGoddess, all Gods are one God, and there is 
one Initiator. | 

The different Scoddesses and Gods all represent universal Jungiaen 
aFchetypess. 

All rnodern Witchcraft stems from Gerald Gardner. 

Magic is the art of changing conscicusness at wil 

H1tcnes respect the great spiritual insignts of 

Crowley taught, "Do as Thou Wilt Shaii Ee tne wno 

This means that you can do anything you want to g 

Witches are anti-hierarchical. 

Witches are non-judgemental. 

Therefore, no Witch should ever presume to gtestiaon 

claim to be a Witchz nor snhould any Wwitcn preumse <@<G© 

ethics of another witch, or the theology or practices 

Witch. 

You create your own reality. 

There is no objective reality, only SUDJjeciivs reality, ang 
geverybody has the right to their reality. 

S511 Witches are basically nice people. 

Witches do not have anytning in common with Satanists. 
Witches opposse nuclear power becausse it is UnN2cclogicasia. 
Witches are feminisScis. | 
Because the Cnarge of the Goddess says, "All =acts o& iove and 
pleasure are My rituals," Witches encourage whiatever King of 
Sexual activity a persaon is interested in. 

Witcnes do only good magic. 

You can be a Witch without doing magic of any king. 

If you call yourself a Witch, you are one. Self-inicti 
valid. 

Witcnes believe that drugs ars a good metnos of 

MYSELCESEl COnsScicousnzssa. 


There 1s no dogma or dognatisnmn of any Kind in the 


CUECETS, THE OCULCT, AND MINORITY RECIGION 
Valeris Voigt 
rFeptinted from Pagane #5, Lammas Sy 


The word "Cult" is much bandied about nowadays, and sincs the 
mass murder in Guyana, the rise of "deprogrammning", and various 
Scandals Surrounding Reverend Sun MHyung Moon's Onification Church 
("Moonies"”?), the Church of Scientology, and ISKCON {the "Hare 
KFIiShnas'), the general public seems ready to interpret any unfamiliar 
religious (or Sometimes even Sccial? group eas =a potential Manson 
Family. This holds particularly true in the case of non-Christian 
groups, o0isSpite the fact that the People's Temples was (and is! 5 
ChrisStian organization, as is the Unification Church. 

What is a "cult,” anyway? Well, the word comes from the Latin 

wn31ch means, 'to worahip"” or "to 
cultivate” {findeed, the word "cultivate" also derives from 


. oc 


. 


' Thus, etymologically, =as well as historically, cult is simply worshie, 
and forms of worship, with the word applying by extensicon to those 
peopie both individuals anc groups who practice Ss Ry 
definition, then, any religion is a cQcuit and virtuaily every. _ 
Feliglion: this is fins, tut it doesn't help us much in our 
understanc the phenomenon we See around us. 

In practice; the word!i'"cult” has at Heast three 
Common usages: 

I. ga small religion: for example, Cnristianlty LI 
the Mormons; or the modern Craft, | 

2. & weird religion (by whatever de: 
Speaker likes at the time): Voocos, Hin | L = thi Craft, 
SuUTiSMm, Nazism, Druidclsms FUndamentall (lupendin UPON 
your tastes). 

5= A fanatical religion 

ang Only way S709 /or "OL 
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LIUFCNsy, 
Sects, Maolsmy : 
Some religions ( S i=npþ1e 15 a fine anc =Þ 
of these definitions, others {Such as the Goa 
FEUndamentalism) do not. T1451 on aver tEnhliS word 
possiole meanings nas mudogied peopie's thoughts en: 
very real cganger. 
Smallness would not seem to make a religion dangercoiuss. 
"Wweirdness" is mastly in the eye of the beholder, anc very 
define. I will, cnevertheless, return to botn later. What 
S8ﬀz:amine now is the third asect, fanaticism. 
Aa religion which claims to have the One Trut 
aS its own justification. This allows such a religion 
i107 most other contertts would be uunthiniable: for angoli 
and extermination of Witches (medieval Cathollicism! 
(Reformation Calvinism), Jdews (Nazism:, or its own 
Temple). It i1S5 not, I Suspect, accicentai: that most of tne 
=xamples of genocide were fostered by nmonotheis:tic religions 
Tuller d1SCusSS1lon of NAS See Margot adler's introducihi on 
Gooks, Beacon Press?. Nor is it by chance <that 
I have included et = and  Macizm in this dgdisScuss:ons 8SRnyoanse familiar 
With the histories of these two movements is aware of tHe Sometimes 
thing Sometimes nonekxistent dividing line oetween religious and 
political belief? systems, for which reason I point out the obvious : 
that much of what applies to religious "cults" applies als 
political ones. (Sometimes, as with modern Iran or 
"Moral Majority,” the dgistinction does not excis 
Some fanatical groups are relatively open 
ChriStian fundanentalis: groups), wnile others 
2Y2n SSCT=tive is.9g. Feopl=e's ltempis or the Mooni=s 
groups will often attent to isolate thengelves © 38S SQCUFC2sas 
In most cases, the primary goal is the follower 's asbrogati of 
nRis/nher own will in favor of the leader 's; likewisse the follower often 
gives alli power and property to the leader or the group = 
Often, the leader promotes an "us-versus-then' mentality, 
emphasizing the group's smnallness or Jdifferentiness in orcder to paint 
the picture of a beleagured-but-righteous small group strugg!ling 
against an "evil" or "contaminated" society.. Even when the group is 
not so small, the idea of a continuous State of Seilge is often 
encouraged. The follower is given a cense of belonging to a Select 
group of golden holy warriors. In addition the ieaader orien brings 
into play a varity of psychological persuas:on for "grainwashing'”? 
techniques. 
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To B:'igit on Her day 


les deep; the dismal wind 


Pierces all garments. Everything is cold, 
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My warm room { 
Dark, dirty 8lush pi 


Brigit, 


Or is it I, 


Rs8bellious child and spoiled, who geeks the warm 


Furnaces, the radiator's soothing sigh, 


4” 


Nature rejects me now. 


To mute my Mother's voice aroused in storm? 


the trees are bare and Shivering now, 


Brigit, 


forge of human mind and heart. 
The cold time turns us inward to allow 


Discoveries of cemradeship and art. 


But hot the 


wo live by Nature's Will | 


healing, smithcraft: human 8kill. 


Incioors as out, 


Postry, 


Judy Harrow 
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« | LETTER FROM ROWEN (edited for space) 


Dear Protean Synthesis, : : 
There's a saying, attributed to Witches, that ';5n fear there is power” or "where there's fear, 


there's power”. This Seems to fit with Dana Morgan's notes. Tt's well known that under certain 
circumstances, a preson is able to exceed all expected limits -- the mother picking up the car off her 
child is the standard example. (A very strong aspect of the Mother!) Hysterical strength, right? Well, 
doesn't that word — "hysterical” -- denote insanity and flakiness? Fear is a standard trigger for 
hysteria, but the body's metabolism can cause insanity, hysteria, and/or fear, just by not working 
right. The only poltergeists recorded well have been in households with adolescents...and isn't 
puberty a time of insanity caused by hormonal changes? 

Not surprisingly, I see the best proof in myself. In my childhood, I had a fair power -- insanity 
from wrong foods and a nasty home life. I crested at puberty -—- mall stuff, like blowing out a 
neighbor's stereo, and some weather control. It has steadily reduced as [forming my -qQun home, and 
eating to Suit my allergies] have all made my life more sane and comfortable and healthy. 

Yet, yesterday, when I was unable to get my iodine/calcium supplement for the 3rd day, I "lost" it 
a bit: a happy one, but the energy was all over, bubbling out. The whole place where I work Seemed to 
be happier. And I fuqued on the way home, lost an hour and half. Yuck. 

I think that I'd rather be able to call up hysteria/insanity when I want/need to (bet that's what 
the Christian Scientists use) by ritual and mind state alteration and maybe a very minor food. 
adjustment, and be healthy and happy the rest of the time, but there is no doubt in my mind/body: that: 
"flakiness" and power are connected, or that one's metabolism (through puberty's hormones, allergies, 
or regular fluctuations) can create useful levels of power through "flakiness"/ insanity/hysteria. 
Maybe that's why virgins are supposed to be more powerful? Not innocence, but frustration? 

Maybe Pagans with conditions which cause "flakiness" have noticed it more as a result of watching 
their powers rise and fall? Maybe they became Pagan because they had these powers that they wouldn't 
have had if they'd been healthier? I like the second theory better. 

By the way, what is a tryglyceride condition? 

[Rita- here. Sometimes I suspect that the reason I meet so many flakes at Paganfests is that 
Witchcrafts really is as crazy as normal people think it is. On other tentacles, several recent 
Studies have found that mania-depression is prevalent in creative geniuses -- if the feoote are 
creative to start with, the nanic phase gives them the energy to ec: on their creative ideas -- and 
there was an article in the latest HIPPOCRATES about a condition called "thin barriers" which 
characterizes insane people and also people who Temember their dreams, creative people, feninists, and 
basically all the kinds of people whom I consider worth knowing. 


I LOVED Judy's article on Khazar religion. 

Concerning eczema: I have something I've been told is keratin: dry skin at some of the major 
Joints. When it gets bad, I put a lip-balm on it twice a day. It keeps it moist enough so that the 
flesh heals and gets soft again, peeling off the dry stuff. Lip balm works well for staying on top of 
the flesh. I usvally use a "health food" type with aloe vera, PABA, etc. or A and D ointment. 

[Rita here. I had the same thing as a child. Pond's cold cream and/or Vaseline worked fine. Rubbed 
in THROUGHLY. I haven't had it since I was 18 or $o. ] | 

One of the workshops at Merrymeet discussed "safe cakes and wine", both for allergies/alcoholics 
and for "too many mouths on the ale glass" leading to flu, etc. Among the ideas shared were: go for 1. 
or 2 foods that are almost totally non-allergenic [there ain't no such thing! — Rita] (carrot sticks 
and Ashta'ar's recipe from PS#2?), or put four different foods one at each Watchtower. Anyway, the 
food problem is easier than the liquid problem, because of the germ factor. One can use two or more 
different liquids -- say, wine or ale, in a cup, because the alcohol kills the germs [does it? -- 
Rita], then water, tea, fruit juice, or milk. A problem is that water is the only one you can coint on 
to be non-allergenic. : 

Anyway, what about germs? 1) alcohol: not for everybody. 2) turn the glass: works as well as the 
rhythm method of birth control. 3) Give everyone a cup, and have some poured in each cup, and have 
Some way of collecting and cleaning or throwing away hundreds of cups after a large public ritual. 5) 
use a Boda bag: carry it around and squirt in people's mouths, or on their fancy ritual robes.... 5) 
my latest idea: a wine thief. It's something like a pipette, narrow at the ends, thick in the middle, 
and over a foot long. One end is Small enough to cover with a finger, the other is slightly larger and 
tapered. Because of the taper, it pours, rather than spilling like a pipette... .A turkey baster would 
probably work as well, but would look less spiffy. 7) serve grapes or watermelon chunks as the liquid, 


prepackaged by Mother Nature. ROowew A<eiav 2el1- Nom 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


This is the Ostara '88 issue. I anti- 
cipate that next issue will appear for 
Beltane '88 and the deadline will be 
Just before the middle of April. As 
uSUual, I reServe the right to be 
arbitrary about deadlines and every 
thing else. _ 

Since this is February 20 and there 
is quite a long time 'til Beltane, it 
1s possible that I might have an 
unexpected burst of energy and put out 
a Special issSue before the Beltane ish. 

One thing that would make that 
burst of energy more lTikely is if you 
folks send me a lot of material. As 
uSual, PS welcomes —- say, rather, 
pleads for -- articles, reviews, 
poetry, non-secret ritual material, 
reprints, letters, and funny cartoons. 
No one has sent me any cartoons at all 


yet. 
The material in this issSue includes 


a reprint of an article by Merydedd. 


that appeared in CONVERGING PATHS (BTH, 
does anyone know the name of Merydedd's 
coven?) and a response by Judy which is 
going to appear in CONVERGING PATHS. 

T have been subscribing to C Þ for 
Several months, and I think it is a 
very good zine even tho' the editors 
are not (as far as I know) Proteids. If 
you're interested: CONVERGING PATHS, PO 
Box 63, Mt Horeb WI 53572, $13/yr (4 
iSSUECS). 
| They call themselves a zine of 
"Traditional Wicca", meaning Witches 
who practise Traditions, for example 
the Gardnerian Tradition. This raises a 
question (or answer) about us Proteids. 
I have a habit of describing Proteus 
Coven as Gardnerian in lineage and 
Eclectic in practise, because they use 
the Gardnerian initiations and 
initiates study the Gardnerian Book Of 


Shadows as part of their heritage, but 
Sabbat and Esbat rituals are each time 
created afresh or researched from all 


different places. This results in a 


kaleidoscopic effect, lots of different 
liturgical styles and mythic images. 
This puts Proteus in the fence- 
Straddling position of being both 
Eclectic and Traditional, which Some of 
the writers in CONVERGING PATHS appear 
to find offensive. 

Rumor has it that some covens of the 
Protean lineage are Gardnerian and much 
more Traditional in their practice, 
while I am 'proudly Protean, but not 
Gardnerian., I am very fond of kaleid- 
oScopes (I own three, and other glittery 
prismatic toys), and certainly an 


tctectic. 


I seem to have been distracted in the 


midst- of begging. I was about to: plea 
for your mailing addresses. It is 
posSible that some of you think: "TI"11 
do Rita a favor, I'11 save her some 
money on postage by reading my friend's 
copy of PS." 

I appreciate the good intention, but 
that is the same kind of favor as the 
guy who Saves me Some money on concert 
tickets by buying the last tickets to a 
thus sold-out show by my favorite band. 
I'd rather spend the money, thank you. 

I also know that many Proteids are 
awesomely busy. It really doesn't take 
that long to address a postcard to 
PROTEAN SYNTHESIS, Rita Prince Winston, 
and my address from the masthead. Then 
if you Jjust write your mailing address 
in the space where the message goes, 1 
think I'11 be able to figure out why 
Someone is Sending an address to PS. 

If the problem is you can't afford a 
Stamp, borrow one and tel] me $so and I 
will send you a pretty stamp with a cat 
on it to pay back your lender. 
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as-tor n. A Christian minister who is So how does that make us compare to our 
ene leader Of a congregation, (Lat, fellows in other faiths? Their argu- 
Shepherd] ments frustrate us because we do not 

PIR | know enough of their language to answer 
min-1s-ter n, 1, A person authorized to then. Their reasoning is a nystery 
perform religious functions in a church, hecauge we have not their command of 
Vs, To attend to the wants and needs oh; logic. Their rhetoric 1% more per- 
others, [C(Lat, Servant) SuaSive because they are practiced apol- 

: ogists, Our coveners who need counsel- 

gear gy. n. The body of people ordained ing wind up on their schedules, because 
for re a SCrVIce, <OFr, clergie, we have, as a religion, nothing to offer 
learning then, and their wives or husbands or 


| have taken them to the only 
(fron the American Heritage Dictionary] p rn Sai abte. 


it is a commonly held belief that all Do we make a concerted effort to learn 
Witches are clergy, ordained priests and about gpirituality, about liturgy, about 
priestesses with all the rights and re- religious history or the techniques of 
Spons1d1lities of other nin1sters, Out perSuasion? Is this as inportant to us 
of a wish to stinulate discussion and 2% nenorizing a Systen of color cor- 
conS1deration of this idea, 1 would like respondences or Studying the Tarot? Do 
to offer a few paragraphs of ny own we create exciting, stinulating and 
thoughts on this natter, nenorable liturgical experiences for our 
covens? Do we prevent them with 1deas 
What makes wo tb aatl in nost de- that challenge their aSSumptions and 
nominations in the United States it is a Sorce then to defend their noral, ethi- 
Seminary education of some Sort, wherein cal, and Spiritual stances? Do we offer 
the Candidate for ordination learns then a hand extended in love when they 
Scripture, history, languages, logic, are in need, in trouble, in cris1s?” 
rhetoric, honiletics Chow to preach], 
exegesi1s [the art of commenting on Scrip- gpecently a priestess of my acquaintance 
ture), and hermeneutics [the art of had a problem in her coven with a nenber 
Scriptural interpretation), All of this who was foolish in his use Of Chemicals, 
preSupposes, of course, that the religion endangered his livelihood, and began to 
1s TEST ally based, whether that lie to his coven brothers and sisters, 
Scripture be the Torah, the Bible, the When her : een, who was the pnly one 
Gita, or the Lotus Sutra, The period of aware of his, tol her about 1t, ner 
Study is between two and four years, A reSponse was, "Fine, if he doesn t want 
thes1s or dissertation nay be required, to cone to neetings he doesn't have to, 
In nany Seninaries, rigorous acadenic 
Standards apply and each and every as- 
Sumption that candidates for ordination 
nave when ay enter 1s systenatically 
examined, challenged, and evaluated, 


His energy has been lousy lately anyway.” 
Candidates are often taught the bazics of No express1on of concern, no quen eng of 


crisis counseling, and serve internships aSSiStance, no offer of counsel, 
wherein they act as clergy for a period good bye. 


1nN a congregation of- their faith, Another priest, some years ago, had a 


What makes a Witch? In nany covens of oro i LEH COONLEAL COT on. 
r10 Traditions, it is a - reached ou LOTS. he - 
Tceship LAYEE involves alnost ho book No programs for addictions were available 
work, no p10 LO SOEP or logic or science, in the Pagan connynityj; indeed, excess 
_ and precious little discussion, In gone was the rule and intoxication on various 
substances commonplace, even in ritual, 
; He went to one of the Twelve Step groups 
Covens there 1s a more rigorous course (Such as Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics 
of Study, involving some basic science, Anonymous, and others) and found each 
Sone thaunaturgy and theurgy, and per- neeting closed with Christian Liturgy. 
haps a little debate, Theology nay He was frustrated and angry, He left the 
never be discussed, because nany Witches Pagan community with a storm of recrinin- 
think 1t anathema to require coveners to ations and went back to the arns of the 
believe anything, Social responsibility Church of his childhood, where at least 
and ecology are a $4 topics, but he could find help for his disease, * 
Spirituality is taboo, The anterpreta- 
tion of Sacred texts is irrelevant, for Perhaps it is tine we re-evaluated the 
after all, we have no gacred texts to idea that every Witch is clergy, or a 
interpret. Honiletics are ugeless be- ninister, or a pastor. Certainly, in the 
Cause we do not proelytize, We don't narrow definitions with which I opened 
teach counseling, because that's a dif- this discussion we are -- but in light of 
ferent discipline and unlicensed coun- the Standard of practice in the wider 
Selors run afoul of the law, Intern- religious community, are we? 
Ships are unnecessary; any Elder is con- \ | 
s1dered competent to start a coven, or 
they would not have been elevated, 


Competency and the Craft: a training model 


Meredydd's essay is an important challenge and one I think the 
Cratt must take very seriously. I don't have four years of seminary 
training - and I certainly don't know as much about theology, 
n1iSTOry, te:rtual analysis or many other things as I might know if I 
did. Most mainstream churches and Eynagogques are lead by araduates 
of seminaries. Is it honest for. me to call myself "clerqy?" 


I think:the appropriate response to this challenge is to:  start 
3K Figure Out: what clergy”: means in our. own terms. Then. we' can. See 
whether we do or do not qualify. If not, we can either stop making 
SR EIaln = Oo StQrt living UDp.TO-1Tt. 


— 


FOr me personally, the choice is Shaped by tradition. At the 
Very end of the initiation that we use, the new initiate 1s 
pregented again to the guarters, this time as a ("priest/ess and 
Witch.” as long as I intend to keep making that declaration to the 
Boos and to the community, I intend to do my best te. make. -1t 
honesStly . SO it becomes important to me that the people I initiate 
be committed and prepared to function as clergy for our Community. 
That's uwuhy Froteus Coven - and, I hope, all the daughters - tends 
to be so0 demanding. 


There were also other, more secular, influences on me, and 1 
would like to share them here. I was a student in a flasters degree 
program in Counseling from September, 19/5 througn May, LY To 
put that in conteit, here are some more dates. First SubscCription 
to a Fagan magazines September, LY ZI. First Circle attended: 
Samnalin, L7 / 0. Initiation: September, 1977, Started my own study 
group, which was eventually to become Froteus Coven: M1 OJdSUmmer , 
17890. What I'm saying 1s that my professional training and. my Craft 
training happened in parallel and were always mutually reinforcing. 


The educational trend at the time I was in arad school was 
called "competency bassed education.' The idea was that it was not 
1mportant how many books we had read or even Uunderstood, Or Now 
many Facts we could recite back. abstract, theoretical knowledge 
was Sometimes a means, never an end in itself. What our teachers 
cared about was what we could co, our actual, cvemonstrated 
CcCounseling skills. Ihis is where the notion came from of making 
people Jdo a Szabbat Circle as a demonstration of competence before 


1nNiTiatTlion. 


I also0 worked for about a year as an Occupational rnalyst with 
the Job Service - this was the Ssame vear Froteus was getting 
Started. Occupational Fnalysts are people who reaearch various 
Jobs, vefining ecvactly what skills are involved and what training 
18S required. and I do think Meredydd is correct: being clergy is a 
Job -—- real, meaningful, worthwhile work that makes a difference - 
even though we do 1t for love and not for money. 


Before any of us can design a competency-based training program 
for ou covens, we have to identify exactly what are the critical 
Skills. I'm going to propose a framework for analysis and give -some 
examples. fhe examples are very Subjective, entirely my own 


opinions. I would like for us to have a lot of discussion at some 
later time about what skills we all think are and are not critical, 
TS JUST for now Jet s focus in: on. the question _ of  whetner the 
framework in itself is a good idea. 


Let's as: ourselves tive questionss: 


DERAt SELLIS1S it necessary for every S1ngie - cover. member”. te 
have: (E.J. meditation, familiarity with Wiccan symbolic 
vocabulary) 


What Skills is it necessary for a coven leader to have?” (Ce.9. 
administrative ability, conflict resolution sktills)?” 


bhat skills 1s it necessary to have somewhere in the coven, but 
OE 1f the "specialist"' is not the - ame person as the coven 
leader” e.g. Song or chant leadersnhnip) 


hat are the (skills that would enrich the coven etperience if 
they are available, but a perfectly Gatisfaciory coven can 6@xlst 
Without them” fe.g. tool making, kEtnowledge of Welsh language ==» 
) 


What are those 'class 4" fnice but not nnecessaty) Skills that 
are, nevertheless so mich a part of your particular coven's 
identity or style that, in your particilar case, they are really 
"class 10 s kills” 


With those questions answered, you have a basis #orFr answer1ing 
Several other kinds of questions. Most obviously, with the 
necessary Skills identified, you can then design a competency-based 
training program around them. after you have listed and defined the 
competencies you feel are needed, ask these questions: What does a 
pPerson need to know or understand in order to be able to do this” 
What kinds of experiences in what order will nelp them gain 
competence and confidence in doing this? How do I evaluate when 
they are doing this adequately” 


You also have a basis for vecisions about initiations and 
elevations (First degree = competence at level one skills, third 
degree = competerce at level two sk:ills) and about when it 1s a 
good 1 dea tO nNlive (a core group exists that, among the 
participants, nas competence at level three skills.) 


bnat's more, looking at each individual's level four sktills and 
i1nteress gives you Eome important cues towards mentoring that 
person's individual development, and suwrely this is one of the most 
important aspects of what we do. CIn a Tradition that includes the 
notion of hiving, one important job of a High Friestess is to 
develop more good group leaders, right?] 


another benefit of this model is that the nasty political 1issue 
of hierarchy disappears. es a High Friestess, I do not believe that 
I am in any way more holy or more valuable than the newes: person 


R_eur Wicca 101 qoroup-. Eut I co know come things she doesn't 
(believe me, snhe also0 knows some wonderful level four stuff that I 
Gon Tt Know):. She Says She wants to learn the things I know, and TI 
have agreed to teach her. 


Learning a SEill - riding a bicycle, bread-baking, playing the 
D1anco wh 18S easler with an ecwperienced teacher who gives 
encouragement and correction. The word "craft, in plain English 
and without a capital "cc" means evcactly the game thing as skEill. 
Having a teacher is not oppression, not hierarchy - it's just 
COMMON SEensgR. 


Sharing the work 1s also common sense for us because we are 
Committed to keeping ou <pirituvality out of the marketplace. I 
don't believe any one person could do all the things Meredydd talks 
BRAT: = ati of -whilicn are iImnportant.-.without: working: at it Tull 
time. Eut groups mall enough to preeerve intimacy and let each 
member be visible are too small to sLupport full time clergy, SO we 
can't have full time clergy without essentially changing the nature 
BPr.our rPath. One way to ease the pressure and prevent burnout iS 
for covens to function as clergy teams - mninistering both to eacn 
other within the coven and to the larger Fagan community around us. 


Using a team model, the HFs no longer has to "do 1it all.” 
Froteus has SuUccessfully run this way for nearly eight years ROW. 
Even better, covens can nave their own Specialties: performing 
arts, healing, mythographic Sscholarship LCyes, Rita, you can pick 
only students who hare your interests, and you {should!)] The more 
we {spread the work, the more of us are empowered and the fewer of 


Ss FiskE burnout. 


I ve been saying for a while that I no longer believe that the 
Et is a FFeligion.. FagGanisn is--:our religion, Wicca: 1s an 
1nitiatory priesthood. Ey saying this, I'm not trying to warm over 
the old Frotestant notion of 'the priesthood of all believers,” 
which tends to level and obscure individual talent, =Sk1ll and 
dedication. Sone people - perfectly good children of Mother Earth - 
prefer to direct their energies other ways. They may &till want to 
come to an open Circle on the Sabbats, to celebrate and attune with 
the rhythms of Nature. 


Our job is to make it happen, for Fagan worshippers, for . each 
other, and for the Earth Mother. To do that job effectively, while 
Eeepling it a work of love, we must learn to honor our individual 
differences, recognizing that each of us contributes something 
different and important. Fracticality demands it. 


50 does Fagan thealogy. Our religion is polytheistic. Of, let's 
think about practicing what we preach. I thiank- a polymoreopnmntic 
priesthood, with talents and functions spread out among a group of 
people rather than concentrated in one pastor is actually more 
appropriate for us, and not just more practical. 


BUT, if Wwe are going to adopt the idea of a: polymorphic 
priesthood, we have to be practical about creating institutions 
that Support it. Here's one example: Meredydd takes us to task for 


Clear 


But I don't thank we 
daily 


1t 18S very 
: through 


think 


for the rest of us the implications of. our myth and 
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I-.Ehink 
to 


irrelevant 


It's pretty 
workings of a coven whose focus is toolmakting or healing. 


1n thealogy or history. 


trained 
and to interpret us to our cowan neighbors and 


of the awful misconceptions about us. 


being 
articulate 
Symbol sysStem, 


all 


SOme 
all need to have that skill. 
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Can we set up ways for those 
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the 


'Specialty 


to be a 


wonderful Ccoven. 


who have that particular skill to share it with people who have 
know where to start? Perhaps some articles on 


Very 


gon”. 
what's happening in contemporary academic theology to fill the 


of us in? 


Own 


Theological discourse happens 
but 
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If we are to Stop expecting one person, 
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Her 


and 


we have to get to know where the specialty Skills are 
appropriate. 
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A few comments from Ashta'arArthura, to add to the ongoing discussions: 


There does seem to be overwhelming evidence that psi abilities peak around 
puberty. I'm sure it has something to do with repressing the sex drive, There 
we are, suddenly overcome by the unfamiliar, scary/exciting, imperative urge 
to fuck-- but Society expects us to suppress it in favor of more constructive 
activities (like passing geometry). All that energy has to go somewhere, and 
in s8ome of us it goes into psi phenomena. Repressed sexuality has a long history 
of association with mystical and magickal performance. Think of the persistent 
Superstitions that insist that a magickal practitioner be a virgin, or at least 
celibate, and that a sexual experience will destroy the magick-usert's ; power, 
And, on the other hand, think of the channeling of sexual energy in Tantra and 
other forms of sex magick. 

I think it has to do with hormone levels, In my own experience, I was a 
fairly powerful telepath, with some precog as well, into my late adolescence. 
When I became sexually active, my first contraceptive was the Pill, which is, 
of course, a combination of various sex hormones. After a while, I found I had 
lost not only my psi talents, but also the ability to have an orgasm. When TI 
Switched to a barrier-type contaceptive method, my orgasmic capacity came 
back, as did some of my psychic ability (I never did get it all back). 

I also recognize that a lot of my mystical/religious/psychic experiences 
have always had very obvious sexual undertones. I find it very easy to trans- 
mute unconsummated lust (there's that ole repression again) into mystical 
ecstasy and trance states. 


Except for the side-effects of the Pill, TI don't think I had/have any 
metabolic or biochemical abnormalities, The reasons I was considered "weird" 
as a child were my high IQ, my interest in science and technology, and my 
habit of reading science fiction, none of which were acceptable for a girl, 
But my psi talents (or what's left of them) seem to wax and wane according to 
Some patternless whim, They don't correlate with my blood sugar, my menstrual 
cycle, my sleep patterns, or even my overall health. They seem to be more 
influenced by who I've been hanging out with, what I've been reading, and (to 
a lesser extent) by my physical Surroundings. 

Not that biochemical factors don't have 8ome influence on psychic abilities. 
There are certain controlled substances that seem to enhance various psi talents 
(al though gome people tell me the apparent enhancement is an illusion), as well 


as certain substances that deaden the talent, 


As for "safe" ritual food and drink, there are some insurmountable 
problems with food allergies and avoidances. Just among the members of Proteus, 
we have vegetarians, and people who don't eat, variously, beef, pork, dairy, 
onions, wheat, spicy or greasy. foods, and seatood, I suspect that the most 
nearly non-allergenic food you're gonna get is those plain, low-sodium rice 
cakes (the round ones that taste like Puffed Rice), 

Drinks present similar problems. If you don't serve alcohol, then it's 
Some 8ort of fruit juice, and there'll be somebody who's allergic to that kind 
of fruit. And I'm really getting to hate apple juice, Even water may weird out 
Some people. I guess as long as it's Natural Spring Water, direct from the 
Goddess' ever-flowing breast (that means no tap water), it's religiously pure 
enough. (Hey, wait, who. said Witches were supposed to keep kosher?) 


Sharjng a beverage without sharing germs is a little easier to manage, 
(What if someone puts her/his mouth on the pipette, Rowen?) You need a large 
punchbowl or cauldron, and a ladle, Each participant is asked in advance to 


bring a cup; I guess for really large gatherings you're stuck with disposable 


-” 


2. 


| | 
(biodegradable!) cups of some sort. There are a couple of ways to consecrate the 
whole vatful, 

The priestess and priest (or whoever) can dip out their cupful and consecrate 
it in the usual way, athame-into-cup, then pour most of it back into the cauldron 
before they drink: from the cup. Or you could take your nice big dramatic sword, 
and plunge it into the cauldron, Either way, the assembled multitude then gets 
their: cups filled, one at a time, with ladlefuls of drink, 


Incidentally, this can also be used to strengthen the group bonding of 
a smallish group. Instead of one or two individuals blessing the potful of 
liquid, each person in turn sticks her/his (clean) athame into the drink, with 
Some appropriate and personally meaninful bit of ritual. Then when everyone 
takes a drink, everyone is sharing everyone else!s blessings. 


If the "Federation Space Academy" wasn't an All-Fools! joke, I'd. like 
a whole lot more information about/from them. 


I think the semi-official definition of a "cult" is "any religious or 
mysStical group I don't understand or approve of", It does, however, appear 
that organized religion has perpetrated most of the really awful atrocities 
of recorded history, That's why I prefer disorganized religion. 


And for the various skin afflictions, what about just spreading the" 
affected area with the goop from aloe leaves, and letting it dry? 


of 


Ashta'araArthura 
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's THE EXISTENTIAL PLEASURES 0 


There are soae topics which aost polite people avoid discussing. 
Soae people, nonetheless do bear consideration among consenting adults, 
Swallowed his shyness in a bold, and potentially liberating, step. 

ue all know that engineering is unnatural, and that its gractitioners are flawed 1 cl 71 after all, 2ac 
us has Seen for ourelt that engineers Suffer fron an inability to face the real world, 12 £0 gal with adult 
passlon, eaction, and Spirit, the engineer 1s generally stuck in the first txo elenents, Earth and Air? Sure, an 
engineer can handle those. But Fire, Water, and Aither are beyond the grasp of suc 2750n, #0 15 forever STUCK 1n 
this infantile stage of developaent, Soae theoreticians agree with Father Perturiat hypothesis that the engineer 
15 acting out the rejection of a cold or woes: $15ter and a clinging, Saother! ad - others digagree, noting that 
this hypothesis Joes not explain the engl 179 #hich Soaetiaes OcCurs 1n Childr noraal, Nappy, elocntaliy 


dalanced hoaes, 


L! 
14 
4 y 


IT 1s a ayth that engineers always look that way, Contrary to coagon belief, aany engineers were 
noraal length and aatching Socks, Soae even oalt the Itty of aultiple colored pens, though of course aany C 
thea as a cruising Signal: after ail, engineers have trouble foraing noraal relationships, and prefer to 5s 
kind, One way to tell a 'closet' engineer 1s by the nervous habit of reaching for the breast pocket ahen 
 question; this is the well-known 'calculator-grab' reflex, : in long-tiae practitioners of the vice. 
ue all know that there are engineers In our aldst: up 
nercentage 1s higher in the cities they have taken over, 
district), Most of us, however, are able to look the other way, 
are engineers. But would you want your brother to aarry gne? 
This book, written by a Self-confessed engineer, 15 ailat 
thase individuals wha feel occasional disturbing urges, who as 
having engineer leanings. 
This aay core as a Shock: but, Floraan asserts, _Rnnr ing is 25 natural as any other fora of huaan expression. 
It 1s fashtonable to say that engineering is 2 aodern vice, created by the artificial constraints of aodern 
civilization; he retorts, "Not so'* On the contrary, he insists, engineering has a long and nonorable history, The 
Pyraaids Stand in aute testinony to the existence --- nay, even the open acceptance --- of engineers in ancient 
Society, But why have there been no great engineer artists? In response to this oft-a5xed questiaon, Floraan quotes 
froa the fundamental works of acdern civilization; the 01d Testagent and Homer, He adds (p, 122) that one of the 
origins of prejudice against engineering is the New Testaazent, 
There is beauty in engineering, he continues, Too lang have engineers accepted 
tnea; the insidigusness Of 1t 15 that by this acceptance the SLEFROLypes nave G2gun | 
perpetuating, It 1s therefore iapossible to deteraine the engineer 's true nate 
Stereatypes are all too accurate in zany cases: xa r5 Jo indeed tend to be ob 
noneaotional®” (p, 91) as Seen 1n the popular "Kiely clone" inage {teraed 's 5022 7 
or SV6). 
Then Floraan hits hoae on one of our hidden fears; citing good evidences, he writes, *T 
technoloagical* (op, 33), There, It is Said. This ageans that everyone has the potential for engineering bavith A 
poSSibility which aay frighten the conardly into a hostile response, This 1s not 2 cause for snaae, the author 
continues: engineers are proud of what they are and what they do, He quotes Macknight Black, auther of MACHINERY: 
The arc of 2 blance-uhee! 
Flows like a curved rush of swallocws, coae over 2 hill... 
Look long on an engine, Tt 1s Sweet to the eyes, 
Flaraan cites Fiblical references to support his arguaents, They are gd 
Unfortunately he cites no astrological evidence, but perhaps Such reszarch has 
ne points out, however, that an autopsy of the past is not really what is ne 
#1th defending ourselves against spurious criticisa and to start in s2arch of an 
(0. 98.) 
gertusly: In this book, Floraan explores the relationship between hunanity and techno 
the anti-technology acovaent, the prevalent steraotypes of engineers, and the history of 11: 
engineering, He does, indeed, discuss all of the issues listed in the paragraphs above, 
reala of the spirit, writing, 
Soaenhere anong the States of being Sought by wise aen...the engineer becoaes absorbed with the aachine 
(p. 137),... When we Speak of sensing life in the aachine...we can think only in teras of the basic 
energy of the untverss, which physicists (and ph1 LoSopher's} nave told us 15 also aatter --- one pulsing 
eSSence which 1s aanifest everywhere, fe encounter it in forests, of cours, and in clouds, and 
within ourselves. But as engineers, we als0 encounter 'it' repeatedly in the nachines we design and 
aanufacture and us? (pp. 139-140), 
He quotes Robert Pirsiq's Zen and the Art of Hotercycle 1010 FORE. 


of a cycle transaission as he does at the top of 2 mountain or in 
otherwise 1s to deaean the Buddha --- which 15 to dengan oneself. 
The entirety of Chapter 11 is devoted to engineering's potential as 2 Spiritually 
2% 


PAs [f aatter and 
Spirit are one, if the Universe is a great living entity, he tells us, engineers can 21r 


Wn C1vinlty by 


ful 
7 
opening up to an awareness of their participation in this huge dance of life. They aust raise their own 
ConSClousnesses, "The engineer who will not open...uUD...y; ho will not feel.,.., aay very well end up as the 
inauthentic, sSacothed-down aan that the anti-technolaogists accuse hin of being" {p. 152}, 

4 good book, and a refreshing one. | 


a 
— 


_- 
N 
oP 
(J 


My 
0 
<.U} 
O 
< 
( 
J 


5 
Ka 
63 — 


0Oockz 
R 


OM.D>PUO.0F: 
6b; 


FROM THE -EDITUR 


This 1s the sSpecial 1sh . I hinted at. 
The next. 1ssue is Still the Reltane 12329 
1sh and the deadline will be Tust 


berore the middle of April. As. usvel, I 


m1ignt change my furry little mind. 


Protean Syntheslss, 

Kestrel and I (Yona Uhitethorn) 
have been Teading the PROTEARTN SYMTHESIS 
with much interest. 
hHeen so Tout of touch? with our Protean 
forebears, but we have. kept ouyrselves 
OUSY. 

Right now (since about last June) 
we nave been woriing with a tracitional 
Cardcdnerlian coven in Los Argeles and 
developing a solid foundation in 
tEreGCltlonal: Craft. je Rave als mot 
informally and intermittently with a 
cCroup of women from various traditions 
ta OxScuSS SPIDltuallty®.-1n- all: its 
facets and anticipate the formation of 
a more formalized orouping in the 
SY of. San Rernadino. are Soon. 

iloht Blessinas!-- Yona 
crete Kestrel],. 


TO THE CCODESS 


O fy Nother ELONTt Crowned: 
You are the cwe full of mille, 
You are the LT--FULL-of -See0, 
You are the 
You are tne 
that Srings 
J) ilother - Licht Crowvnec!, 
98a TREGUORN your 'S2ryant ang 
DPrlRestess 
--- Yona \h1itethorn 


lje!re Sorry welve 


AMATH RESENBLES KALI 
by Rita Prince Jinston 


At the California usum of Ancient Art 
- P2nnardine University ifaster Cless on 
SUmerDlan culture 1n Hay So 5, em 
Uilliam Fulco,' a: Senmiticist, oeavera 
lecture about the itortnwest SemLEtrie 
codcesses;, The florthwest Semitic 
lanquagce corou contains the Canaanites 
Fabre is a; Canezanite. 'dialect*) ang 
the Phoenicians. The Phoeniclans are the 
Canaanites left over arter the Israelite 
conquest. Y'canaan' comes from a Semitic 
word meanino. "dark rec” and "Phoenicia” 
comes ' from a Creek woro meaning "carr 
red”. The Phoeniclians invented the 
alphebet --: all the alphabets 1n this 
world, even SANSKRIT 2T'S d2scencec from 
the Phoenician ale - and they 
colonizec * MW [ſeenwhlle,s 
the taest = 3nNcUuage CroOUp contalns 
ArKadla Z3e.bylonlian From 

a cmotants: 2nd the--South- Semitic 
Lanouacs crown contains Aramalc, SyTlacs 
end Arabic. : 

The three nain coccesses of the 
\orthwest Semites were Athirat, Ashtert, 
and Rnath., athirat, whom we call ASnera, 
was : the 'coneort - of EF. The wore FR 
means "god". 51's title wes "the ancient 
of days* and he _wyas:' The Ergator -GaGy 
Athirat was a aoccess of  imoersonal 
F2PT1lity, Sort 5 2 Other ature, Her 
neme means *" wno treacs”, originally 
a treadcer the *terioee Out LateETD 
Athirat Yam, tne treacer on the 22. 

I=htart, whom ye call aAStarte, was = 
nocidess of mor=- personal 'lust anc love. 
She: was the::consort - of. tShimunms ec very 
popular cod about whom I «now nothing 
2xc2ct that the Greeks 1dantiflec nim 
with Psklenios, gocd of nealing. One of 


<a 


ANC SY Amun took the starringq roles in the Phoer 


my books reports that Astarte 
version of the old story elsewher2 starring. Inanna and Damuzi, Isntar and Ie 
Isis and DS1Tr3 AOhrocite and nonis, 


Anath 1s <« blooothiftsty WATDT1OT-: co00 


; . i -y FI hs 
oe She the consort of Saal. The 
' " 02 be ? S - On go - þ — _ ! i ' 
23al” .means Tenn hs: :trtlegs ELUGE Fhe rrCer i om the cLanas 


!Y' 5 


DU He-1sS-.e k-90ds POPEPAY 20 Ac F12rce werrlor. Some people 


YOUNG 
that Ares the: :orinin- of--Athena;: but: -7. doubt: it. Anath*s. insane 


coesn!t 2m to me to have much to-do witn Athene!s ccol stratecy, 
\71noans and. the Hellenes alr2edy had. eech their. young. warrlor gGoddess, 
name Athena has been founc in i":noan writing. 

FEowever, as OJOifferent cultural groups. learned e200 | From 
other, their cheracteristics tended to blendg N1 2came the 
tailed codcess fAtargatis, whose name SOUNCS | ' Foa Fe 
except that the Creeks identified fAtargatis witi as Cueen of Heaven. 
wWOTShlp of FDNTOCLEE), well known to have Decun Cyprus (the myth seys she we 
ashore there, which 1s why cypresses and copper are Sacred to her), is thouaht 
have originated because the Phoeniciens colenists on Cyprus 2uilt a large temple 
Astarte and Eshmun. The Greeks mistook Astarte!s. name for that of one of ti 
MLNOT moon coCdesses, Aphrodite, and they mistook Eshmunis title Aconal (lord? 
for the name Aconis. 

Last Summer, the CYAA presented a lecture by Dr. WUilliem Dever on " 

Popular Relicoion curing the Diviced "'onarchy". The archaeclogical evicence of 
excavated "hioh places”, inscriptions, and statuettes) reveals that there was 
great ceal less monotheism Iin- ancient Israel than the Rible would have you believe. 
At the becinnino of the divided monarchy. (Israel anc: Judah) perioc, the Israelites ' 
worshipped the normal Caneenite cods, e=ch with his consort besic2 him. INSCDip- 
tions mention El and fAthirat or Baal and Anath or Eshmun and Aisntart. Another god 
was ResSef, whoss statuettes show him looking like an Ecoyptien warricr. Une books 
Says he was the cod of the underuvorlc, another book seys he was the cod of ce=th 
and dis8as8, and yet. another book. says he was Tthe: nod: of Licht ang I1Fey, 
Canaanite Apollo!'! T ocon!t know why the books are ure t Reef was a Jifferen 
god than 2Yaal. 

The Yahuists cained cround, By the end of the Periods the. Inscrlptlons es: 
the blessings of "Yahwah and his FAshere*', Yahwah had disblac2oc all the male cccs; 
and all the goddesses hac been combined into are Imaces snhowsd fahwan as an 
enpty throne (the taboo against araven imaces) and ishera 2s a: naked woman standing 
on the back of a lion or between two lions, Previously, the lions nac nelongeo to 
Anath, as later tney were assocliatec with = 

How2ver, the toyptian cov ococcess |. 
throunnout the ſfjiear ftast, and eventually - \ 
coddcesses. Eonyptian influence in the ſear As early =5 the 
Sumerlan cities of <Etola and ſari, we Finc | S1xth. YynasSty -ECVEZE. 
Later, the Eoyptians elso had military campaigns in the flear ctast, Sometimes 
conquerine well into Palestine. . fot to mention. the Semites. in Egypt as slave- 
Shepherds, mercenaries, or Hyksos kines, One 2xanple of Levantine 1influenc 
Enyat 11S a text of: the: TIsis-2siris story wailch-providces:a heppy- 2nGing 
evVeryDocy by givino RAnath anc hentart to. S2t 2s uives as compensation. For 
the kingship. 

Dz. FULtco. pointed out. that,: while it: is customary. to. fill -1n the: caps 1rEeur 
<nowlecge of the ''orthwest Semitic codces | 7 AOLOOY with earller Etast SErMltlc 
and later Greek coccesses, wv should raremae: at the only route 5etween the'= 
Semites and the Yest Senmites was a long ceraven -"t5 throuch: the clty aF UGcarq 
Ucarit was: in contact with (Sometimes conquerze by) Hurrian Us! Land 
HIER. wvwllas:tayptians,:and. the turrians,-Titeml,. and. HLECEEt U2rI2 1Nn 
Scme Sort of contact ith: Tndia. 
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LVeauyrt 
to her thiohs, 
nhancs to. wear 
a--nicture of 
SeVEerecC Rants. 
The Caneanites thoucht of 
CONSOTT., th nec Such titles 
this is: that, if a: myth describec 
the myth could equally draw Qaal 
Similar Ft the-. Hindu: view: of- a 
"female enercy"). 

I think I also found another simillarity, ell 
their consorts resemble. the Hindu Trimurtli 
destroyer}, El: and. ithirat to; parellel 
patronness of art. and knowledge. Eshmun and 
DTeSeTrver, and Lakshmi, patronness of wealth. anc 
Shiva, the destroyer, and Kali. Remember. 3aal's 
lions? Shine tides a bull, Mandi, end Parvati (a 
rides a lion. 
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OF THE -GOD 
by Restrel 


INVOCAT IO7 


Hall Bel, LOSMLC Father, 
F1irst Fire that. woke: the womb of .Cosmic 


F1irst Son who appeared within, 
Attenc us here and Join our rites. 


431l and UVelcome! 


OTNCTs, 


(Sf 


battles, 
wear 


OD arath Sf omni thoss actions. 
(ood) - and; his 


(trinity of creator, 
3ranmas 


w—__ 


There 1 SD-:0 


Fas 4 " 


of f ENSIT 


fnath and Kall,. 
wacinc 1n her eneml 
necklaces, __ 
ndlian GDOCEeTry 
ZevVereog reads 


Get yeen 
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Pas 
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—y 
n__d was 


caſ?} 


In 
or 


The DOB 
Une... T2SU 


menifestation of 
2nd *nenme. of Zaal”. 
of -JaaTl,;. the: artisrt {Tt 

This 1s very 
literally 


Pc 
wa 


Shakti (consort, 
Dy myself, The three coodesses end 
DTeServer, anc 
the. creator, and Syaraswati. 
Pshtart to parallel Vishnu, the 
heauty. Eaal and Anath to parallel 
title of "young bull” and Anath!'s 


gentler aspect of Shiva's conscrt) 


Nh PRSEAC 
Rl it] LULDESS 


Horned God with beard of fire, 


Hall Danu, Cosmic ſ\other, Full-2reasted Goccess with starry: mantle, 


SOUTCEe womnA of all life, 
Tribal womb: of all the CGocs, 
Attend us here and foin our rites. 


Fail and Yelcome! 


IrAMDOCA TIGH DFE THE LYATCRTOUVESR 


oy Kestrel 


East:! 

Hall, Cuardians of 
Powers of Air! 
Arlanrhod, goccess of the Silver 'heel, 
GuyGlon, lord of berds anc wizards, 

3e with us tonight and ward our rites. 
Hall and YUelcone! 


the vatchtovers of the tast, 


SOUTH: 

Hall, Cuardiens of the 
Powers of Fire! 
>D1G10d,. Bright Arrou, 
Luch, he of the Sure 
32 with. us tonicht. anc 
Hell 


23tTCAtoOw2rs of the 


) ods... 
SM, 


COCcCess of 72, 

MENC, 

UEaro\.our Tites. 
a3NCc 


Guardians of. the. /atchtouwers -or.. the 
Powers of ileter! 
Epona, coddess :of rivers anc lakes, 
| 1lyr, Sea-nod anc father of cocs, 
2 with us tonioht and warc our DlESS. 
1a31l and elcone ! 


\VOTEtN: 

Hail, Cuardlans of the LUatchtowers of the ſorth, 
Powers of tarthi 

Acraste, coddess of the hunt, 

Cernunnoas, of the seven-tinec horns, 

fe with us tonight end ward our rites. 

Hail and Velcome! 


PROTE Af --SYMNTAESTIS: - URHAT-- T5. A-COUETI? 
Rita Prince linston 


Like alnmest all of ny. articles in PS; this is a reprint from PALLAS SOCIETY MEYS: 
This .is. from Seltane !28 PSf!, Every issSue of ?5i! has a section called Readers! 
Forum, The Readers? Forum: topic for the: Beltane 128 is 'Uhat: is. a Coven? and Eenhas 
article is my contribution to that discussion, Since PS is a Protean family zine, 
it's anpropriate for me to mention that this is a very personal article. The coven 
I mention that sSucceecec beautifully was Proteus Coven and the coven that failed 
miSerably was Thalassa kai Oros and the High Priestess who failec miserably was ne. 
I had some trouble writing the article: there are some subiects that I rTushedg 
through very fast, trampling on iceas as I rush. I hope some of you will seng 25 
articles or l=tters or something about some of the iceas and sojects that I cion!t 
do -justiee: toc] 


I cecidec to borrow the Reacers! Forum topic. 


Pictionary definitions first. 2 coven, is a sﬆmall crown (treditionelly, covens have 
three to thirteen members) of Uitches who meet recularly to practise Yitcheraft 
together (and TI define Vitchcraft as one religion which worshias the Pagen cocs). 
Such groups can also be namec oroves, circles, fellowships,: Sisterhoods, 
Drothernoands,, churches, Etc. 

Different tracitions (denominetions) of WUicca have their reculations abcut 
coven menbership. Often, only initiates =re considcerec coven nenbers, so the ritual 
of initiation mars the initiate!s birth or acotion es a coven. nenber, . as well as 
2 catalysis of sDirituel development, and aclknecwledgement of the initiate's role es 
Driest/ess. 

Put the dictionary cefinition is too cold and dry for the strone feelincs 
have about covenino. There is a slogan: "coven is chosen family', which partially 
expresses how IT feel. TI an usec to a world in. which twos and: thr2es of coven2rs 
Socially hang out in each other!s apertnents, go shonning or to the movies OF to 
muSeums together, eat ThanisolvingG anc fkmas dinner tocether (which is comforting 
For coveners who live 2099 miles away from their nhirth fanilies), and just 
generally are clas? friencs. If the nurpOSs?E of ritual nucity (celled VgtyClad!}+15 
to symbolize trust; what's the point of worling syelad with a bunch of strangers? 

In my trad, 'D=erf=ct: love: and perf2ct trust'"'-is the ideal. whicn all: relations 


<= 
4 


— 


Ships in the coven try to reach. The result is thet the main worc I us to cescrloe 


covening 1s "intimacy". 
} 


D 


TrLUSTERQ, we relax our Shieldgcs. ang. become: emotlianally - vulnerable, AC ths. Same 
time, trusSting, we Telax' our 'compeny mnarners® and behave casvally, even obnoxicus- 


LY... £0.-each -QTEr.. ihe enc los=c /czlimited womb/hothouse nature--of- the Crreke 
cooker is fueled by the psychic 2nesrgy 


c2neralizes to the: coven, anc. tnis PrLessSUTLEz 1s 
raised- in tituszl and flooded with the strongo feelings experienceo- 1n Titual. 


cets intense. 
Cne Tesult is that coveners fall in love.  fnother  result, sometimes relatec, 


that coveners fight with each other. Cne. fanmily-like aspect of covens 15S 


DassSionate Screaming matches can cevelon over almost anything. Une covener Cte 
very tired of waiting for another who is chronically an hour late, One covener : 
bothered by using the words "man! and "he" for. ceneric humanity; anotrer 1S 
convincec that the words "humanity! and "they! are ungramnatical. 
A particularly family-like aspect of fights between coveners 1s thet the 
"chosen family! of coven isn't really all that chosen. In orcer to ' join a ccoven 
OLE 1S CROgrep hically convenient or hes. a woncerful High Priestess or of which 
one's lover is already a member, one makes a' commitment to an already exlsting 
group of people whom one may not know very well. Scme of then may be peoples, 
wonderful in themselves, who have a cheracteristic or two that really gets on one's 
nerves, but the applicent for membershlio cen!t choose to join "Soandso Coven minus 
John Doe". 
Covens can treak up from this fiechtino, or one covener _ can crop out. Cr 
COVeners can communicate their poslitions, +LSLEN and understend each other's 


feelings, forolve and comfort each other, ence thus the coven becomes Stronger and 


more intimete than before. | 
What is a coven? Intimacy. Trustis Love. 8ut not taking it for granted thest 


you? 11 live hanpily ever after without working 


Having all acreed on the noble ceneralilzaticn that we will work to achieve 
maintain a ood relatilonship 1n QUT en” T. mean covens, the next question 
hat will we do? hat secific kind 1s effrectlve? 

That's a cuestion that T really went to {now the ensver. to, so I've reed 
couple of books on relationships enc 2 counle of Pagen zine articles on covens. T1 
books end-articles. Sasically all -say that. you. communication, : trust, anc 1ntlmecy. 
aQree, I need communication, trust, and intimacy, ut to m2 those are the coals. 
was hoping that the books and erticles woulc tell me HOY to communicate, Erusc 
be trustec, and be intimate. 

I know one srecific technicue, which I saw work beautifully. 1in one coven anc 
fail miserably in another. This technique is called Cpen Forum or GrIlpe S2SS1on. 
Periodically (every three months was sucgaested), the coven has a meeting for 
members only. Clothes are kept on, no altar is set up, no Circle 1s cast. tvery one 
who has a problem with another member of the coven or. with the coven 1n g2nera 
tells their probl-m. There can be replies anc discussilons. Sometimes solutlilons are 
actually found, as when a person who cicn'!t like the styl2 of the coven' rituals vas 
asSigned to officiate the ritual for the next upcoming Saobet. Sometimes problem 
are not solved, but cease to be 2roblens when there is nore information. An 2xempl2 
is one time when. I felt bad. becaus2 I thought thet a particular men in the  coven 
was snubbing me. When I mentioned this at the Cpen Forum, it turned' out that 
baslically everyone except the mioh Priestess and this mea" 91rlfriend f2lt the 
Same way. I felt a lot better when I reelisec that it wes nothing personal, 1t' was 
Iust his style not to talk to pecple. | 

Sometimes problems con” t oet any better aft=r bainc Olscussec, DUET 
better about them, The Ficn Priestess of the coven where Chen forums 
5310 that the Open = orum 1Sn't intenc2d to solve problems, June: to WT oo "than IU 
> the open,” because it's better for aecnle to eir their orievances. insts2c0 
\ [e2ping them Insice festerino, Th=ere was on2 wonen I always os to argue with 
the time, then we hed a lono discusslon about the Stuff 2 CLSACGT _ about, 
didn!t agree, but we each felt thet the other vas heonest and .y211-meaninge 
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EVER if: that: coven,. teen "OLOY S C10nt't alvyays - work, Sometimes. LSSUES 
raised that turned--into shouting matches... Shouting matches- in: themSelves. armor 

bac thi LT 18 the "act that people feel strongly about that MOST mi==le 
| 115sten 'to ach other in bhetwveen Shouting, | 
| 2a more polite discussion. One problem 1s th 
people. c2t ancorys, 2s they say things: which nurt the other person's 
worse than they were > et before. that hes in iy experlenc?2:' been a woTsSe DTC! 
that when people get ancry, often they don!t listen. One very explicit exan 
one Open Forum where one woman cet so engory, she wasn't just screaming,s _ 
beating up the Sofa nillows, and she kept shouting: "Don!t talk to me when 
anary!” This is a lot more honest then people who SETRanmt 1 am sS0 1l1istenings 
i1ciot!”, but in both ces2s issuves have ten raised thet can't be discusseod, 
leaves me with a very frustrating and painful feeling of incompletlon. 

That kind of ancer, anc that xind of frustration, can lead D2eonmle to drop cut 
of the coven, : -nd their lovers vith them, which. nicht not be svch a- bac thing, It*s 
less painful to attenc meetings of a smaller coven all friendly than meetings 
larcer coven which 1s elvays having big emotionel scenes. On the other hang, 


lose dliversity when people drop out. 
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hen I get down to r2asons why the Oben Forum worried in that coven and cidn't 

work in the other coven {uhich eventually disintecrated), it all seems to oil down 
to the High Priest2ss. P2onle in the first coven trusted their coveners enough to 
tell their problems at the Cben Forum. People in the secondg. coven very often Felt 
that telline their problems was at best a waste of time which: would do no gcod, enc 
that It would very likely lead to: getting bitched at. It's: up to the-Haaet 
PrleStess, as facilitator of the Open Forum, to establish a "safe spece!' where 
2e0ple will be willing to talk. (I Gcon!t {know how nonhierarchical collectives Go 
tt.1 

One aspect of cre=tino a safe space is that everyone will get a chance to speak 
their piece, while unnecess=ry personel attacks will be minimized. There Tany 
techniques of aivine everyone a chence2 to speak, from Robert's Rules of Order [a 
talking Sticks to sheer personal charisma. The Droblem is that to meke effective 
Us of any technique, the High Priestess must maintain a certain emotlionel 
c2tachment, That means sne cen't feel . -_— or threatened when coveners tel. 
their problems acainst her, and she can't use the:Forum to tell her problens 
against coveners. Unless sne has. some other way of cealing with her problems, sne 
will start feeling not at ell trusting or intimate, which makes .it G1fFficult- For 
her to create trust anc intimacy. As for other wvays of dealing with her ris 
she can cet the advantages of eiring them out by talking them over with s 
Supportive working partner, if she is lucky enough to have. one. Tnere 2 
oiScuSSEEo THE UITERTS VAY by the Farrars of how. important! 40 LN 
(Carcnerian style) Hich: Priest to support. and. protect the High Priestess. f 
here:-1s that the. priestess. whois the best rituallist, or the mosrt crowTauel 
occultist, may. not be: the best facilitator and the: partner who: 1s: the 


— ww aqavY9 


rituallist, or the High Priest2ss's spouse, fmey not be the bes NUDETUDSTP. 


Another esp of estaDlishing a safre SPaC2 is that- some ceople er2 vortices or 
od1STUuptlon, Fl I will ciscuss a behavior. which is more cisruptive. to tne cengral 
Functionineo. of : the coven. than. to the OÞ2n Forum in particular. one P2aople 
unrelianle, about punctuelity: and attencance anc nayine back meney. they*'ve 
and preparing rituals thet they!v2 opronisec to prepare anc BIINgIng 
SuPpli2s they!ve 5ronised to bring, Everyone can be unreliable once in a walls == 
meople HG cet Sick and cars co break coun. -- but 3ome D2cple =r2 moTe unTelledle 
nan OTHers,. and Some ar2 even more un Nnreli=eble. than: that.  It!s up to each coven to 
decide how much unTelieSility it's willing to wer's arounc. The problem 1s that the 
way e RerEon 1s Ci85cove 
and he/she fails then, 


: 
ba to be unzeliable is usvally that neokle rely on hin/her 
hich USUally leaves then feeling cheatec and angry anc 1n 
no inood to 2stablish rmrocedures for working around the unreliability .problem, 
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(which is why ve neec bog F.ODUMS 

first place) end feel hurt - and 

on: emotional Sore Spots: I cs ay -FOr. Sure lt 

result of simple malice; of mM1Souilceo s2nse of humor, She 
coincicence., LF can tell- you that, :in my ex22rience,.:all- the oi T4 7 
fall into this categqory have 
have taken the Craft: names TEris" or Loki. 

Their behavior: is absolutely true to their chesen names. Eris's fame. 1s tn 
she ruined a party on Olympus (by tossineG in a colden apnle labelled: "For the mos! 
beautiful”, so all the goddesses foucht over which one it belonced. to). One 
Loki!s pranks was to cresh a. narty. on Ascaro, where he- taunted each 'goc 
codcesses with past sRemes. The Trickster archetype IS disruption. -eople who thini 
the Tricikster is conforteble should try being rTescue - volunteers 1n touns cevastat=sc 
by tornacoes or earthquakes. 

Another problem, or maybe it's the same one, 1s that some neople have very TAicik 
psycholooical barriers acainst intimacy, They can talk a gooc ceme, out ceep coun 
they never trust anycne enouah to tell them whet they really fe2l., Ang then there 
are people who always throw noilsy temper tantrums when criticised, or even Civen 
constructlve acvice. 

There 1s an 1ssuve, there 1s alvays an issue, in the consclenc?e of 
how much of my problem with so-and-so is becausse of the way so-and-5S0 og go 
how much is just projection on my part, or my attempt to fore? 
dLversity into my own mold? There is an I there. is alvays an 1SSU2, 
conscience of each covener: shoulc we prot urS2lves by dcitcning this GOLSTuy; 
Person, or would it be unbearebly s1f7ish t ths 2 p=rson who so cleerly 
DmToOblems and needs helm? 

Al1 these peonle co have 
Unrellaollity 'is a pronlem 1n Ll 
overstressed lifestyle, or Soneti 
can incicate a severe lack of s omUnNlIcetlon Skills o!r 
(itself a psycholocical nproblem), of-:intinacy.and- fear: of 
nsSychological problems, 

IT 1s up to the High Priestess to free the conscienc2s of the other coveners 
mai«l1nNG that cecision. 

Some High Prlestess2s ar2 very cocc at meking that c2cision end also 
politely but firmly telling people that they heve to. co now, Soms HR1 PTD 
can axe the cecislion, but tell the person to le=zve: in a wey that leacs to a 
Fight and a scancal in tne Pagen community. Some hich Priestess2s expel people t 
lightly, thus earning a rTeoutation for being. arbitrary anc tyrennical. Scme Hich 
Priestesses fail to expel peonle who stay anc make the coven se uUnpleasant fer 
everyone that all the other covencrs drop out. 

There 1s scme ethicel c2bate about whether peonl 
vant help should be Es. wf=b a: By Some oractical 
nave problems anc do want uU10.De helned.::' If 
Pagan, needs held anc. vants hel: th a DPToblen (includi 
listed a counle of paracranmns 2cc), aiving that: helg-1 
Hlgh Priestess. 

This leads: to: the tool | D 6] 11nc,.:-: topic which 158: Fine Fer mica 
Irliestess2s who nappen to =ychcth2rapists, Out not SG 
fine for EFich $5 LOISEY aſe computer PIPOCCrarnmers wAhos=z 


nome covens treined tho in COUNSel Ling. 


been self-proclained Discorclenss,.and most 0 
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S00K-—yneview: Ine Folk of 'the Air, Peter S. Beagle (Ballantine, 1986, $4.50) 


Ihere are several very £o0o0d reasons to read this book, even. though ' it has 
no direct relation to the Craft. The first reason is the writing. Beagle is 
one of the most talented fantasy writers alive; his use of language is dazzling 
and marvelous, The imagery he evokes can have you laughing $so hard your stomach 
hurts, and in the same sentence take your breath away with a sudden insizht. 
This is the man who wrote "Lila the Werewolf" and The Last Unicorn and "Come 
Lady Death"; he isn't especially prolific, but when he does write, you realize 
it was worth the wait, 

Another reason to read this book is the fact that it's a deliciously nasty 
Send-up of the Society for Creative Anachronism, lightly disguised as the 
"League for Archaic Pleasures". The dead-serious role-playing, the silliness 
of grownups talking like a Prince Valiant comic strip, the costumes, the 
_ warfare, the internal petty politicking--- there's enough overlap among Craft, 
fandom, and SCA, that you!ll recognize some of your acquaintances here. It's 
hilarious, and mostly true. 

Then tnere are the characters. The protagonist is Joe Farrell, the ex- 
boyfriend of Lila (the werewolf); he plays the lute and drives an old VW bus 
which has more personality than most TV anchorpersons., There's Ajiffe, a fifteen- 
year-old sorceress with no morals to speak of, and more power than she ought to 
have. And Farrell's -sometime girlfriend, Julie Tanakawa, and her motorcycle. 
And then there's Sia. A sixtyish, overweight, house- bound woman in a chenille 
bathrobe and bunny slippers, who happens to be the Goddess. (Sia is Short for 
Athanasia, and my Greek is good enough to translate that as "imnmortal",) 

The Supporting cast includes Prester John, a misplaced Viking, Saint Whale, 
a bus driver named Lovita Bird, a neurotic dog, assorted street weirdos, and 


a cameo appearance by the 2oddess Kannon, 
To be fair, Beagle does refer to the Craft directly--describing some SCA 


(excuse me, "League") practitioners of Wicca, the Old Religion, he says one of 
th en "makes witchcraft sound like organic mulching.'" The dangerously talented 
Aiffe is constantly referred to as a witch, but of her Beagle says, "What you 
guys have there is no cultural-anthropology drop-out planting string beans 
naked in the full moon, What you have there is Baba Yaga.," 

Aiffe uses some dangerous and nasty magick for purely personal ends, and 
has the nerve to go up against Sia (guess who wins). There is transmigration 
of personalities backward and forward through time; possession, though not 
demonic; music, poetry, dancing, sex, and love; and an ending that cries out 
for a sequel. | 

I strongly re :commend that you read this book, just for fun or for deeper 
reasons. It came out in hardcover about a year before the paperback edition, s0 
check your library if you can't afford to buy the paperback. Just don't read it 
in public, unless you don't mind being stared at as you ziggle, gasp, and weep 
at the many twists of the story. 


AShta!arArthura 


INCORPORATING THE ELEMENTS IN MAGICAL WORK: A RITUAL OF UATER 
oy Rita Prince Winston 

any people in the Craft have a favorite element, or maybe two. ily favorite elerer 
is Water, in the aspect of Ccean (I also like hot baths). ity coveners sile knou- 
ingly. and Say; "You!re. a Scorpio, and: that!s a Water. Sian". This 1s true. i: knoy 
Geminis whose favorite element is Air, a Pisces whose favorite element 1s water, 
and a Leo and Sagittarius whose favorite element 1s Fire. But I also know a Plsces 
and a Leo whose favorite element is Earth and a Libra whose favorite element 1s 
Fire. If you!re one of thoase people and your coveners give you a hard time anout 
it, tell them you!d rather follow your heart than your chart. 

People whose favorite element is Fire tend to be appointed Coven Pyromaniac an: 
always asked to liaht the candles and incense when the group sets up for Circle. 
One way to share coven expenses would be to ask the Fire folks to bring the carclie: 
as well as light them, the Air people to bring the incense, the Water people to 
bring the wine or juice, and the Earth people to bring the bread or cookies. In 
consecrating the elements for Circle casting, each element symbol (salt, water, 
incense, candle) can be consecrated by the person who brought it. 

I am fond of the custom that people sit near the Watchtower of their favorites 
element. T-Sit-in the West. Traditionally, Air is East, Fire is South, Water 18 
lest, and Earth is forth. Some people say that on the East Coast, Air 1s West ang 
Water is East, and in the Southern Hemisphere, Fire is North and: tarth 1s South, 

Groups who work robed can oecide to wear robes of the colors of their favorite 
elements. (People wearing robes of their favorite color is similar, but usvally 
with a lot more purple.) In general, shades of blue and green seem Watery, green 
and brown seem Earthy, red and yellow seem Fiery, and yellow and blue seem Airy. 
The Watchtowers can have color co-ordinated candles, candle holders, flowers, 


banners, as well as other decorations like sea shells at Yest, pine cones, Indian 
corn, antlers and crystals at North, a mobile of yellow orioaml birds and butter- 
flies at East, and ticers and shiny brass at South. Elaborate and beautiful 


_ 


Watchtower Invocations may be used, and each latchtower may be invoked by a 
different person (whether chosen in advance or whoever hapnens to stand nearest 
that Watchtower). 

In addition to enjoying an affectionate relationship with his/her favorite 
element, a Witch should establish a relationshio with each of the elements in orce: 
to be psychologically well-rounded. Two parts of casting the Circle (consecratirc 
the elements and invokino the Watchtouers) symbolize integrating all four elements 
1nto a mancala. The psychologist, Juna, used the quartered circle mandala to 
rTeoresent integration of four functions: thinking (Air), feeling (uater), 
inspiration (Fire -- he called this "intuition"), and bodily sensation (Earth). 

Une way a coven can help its members integrate all four elements 1s to devote 
evening's ritual to the four elements. Taking each element in turn, coveners can 
offer poetry, music, dance, pictures and statues about that element, then do a 
guided meditation (perhaps with appropriate instrumental music as background) to 
vVis1it that element. Fly in the air like a bird and feel the air in your breath. 
Dance 1in the fire like a spark and feel the eneray sparkling along your nervous 
SyStem. Swim in the water like a fish and feel the tides in your veins. Root in tr: 
earth like a tree and feel the strenoth of your flesh. There are quided meditaticn< 
for each element in THE SPIRAL DANCE, and the word association chant in that boo 
1s good for after each trance working. There 1s also <ome good material about the 
elements in MOTHERUTIT by Diane Fſlarlechlildo. 

Or a coven can devote one entire evening to each element. I once inviteo my 
coveners to a Circle to honor all Sea Gods and GCoddesses. The Watchtowers I invites 
were the sea breeze, the sunlight sparkling on the waves, the waves themselves, en: 
the salt ang sand in the water. I had images of Yemaya and a Yemaya Seven herb oat” 
from the local botanica, and we all washed 2ach other!s hands in the bath (the mai: 
ingredient is rosemary), after doing a brief qQuiced meditation of visiting the 
beach. Each person in turn offered a poem, sonq, chant, or stoary in honor of 
his/her favorite Sea cod/dess. Ve ended by singing Charlie ſurphy!s song, "Oh, 


ſother Ocean, !! 


E i 


ROTEAN SYNTHESIS 


Editors Rita Prince Winston 
Thalassa kai Oros Coven 
254 5, Mariposa #10 
Los Angeles CA 90004 
(2139 480-0366 


Dear Rita and Protean Synthesis, 


I just finished eagerly reading the two articles by 
Meredydd and Judy Harrow in Protean Synthesis #4 recently, 
and in reading them I found that I had a number of rather 
Jumbled reactions to the articles as ideas and quest ions 
Sprang to mind faster than I could sort them out. 1 will try 
to be coherant as I Sift through all of these personal 
'\reactions for you all. 

First, by way of introduction, my name is Yona 
Whitethorn and I have been initiated both as a first degree 
*Frotean” tEroteld?2 and as a first degree Gardnerian-GCin a 
different coven). I was also ordained in 1978 as a 
clergyperson in a major Christian denomination and Still 
nold orders in that denomination today. [Obviously, the 
Bishop does not know about my involvement with Wicca, nor 
would he be at all pleased!] My: Christian ordination was 
Preceded by three years of Seminary at the end of which 1 
was granted a Master of Divinity degree. Much as Meredydd 
Stated it, my Seminary coursework included Study of the 
SCriptures, church history, Greek and Hebrew, counseling, 
preaching, theology, social ethics, church acministration, 
and denominational polity.CiI' ve probably forgotten some 
things, but that's the gist of it). | 

AS you can see from my personal introquction, I am one 
of only a few modern individquals who can look at the 
compar ilSson between witches and Christian ministers as 
members of the cleragy from the "inside", Since I have been 
pPotnh. 

It Seems to me that in trying to compare the ministries 
of a Christian pastor and a Wiccan priest or priestess we 
are trying to compare positions that cannot truly be 
compared. And furthermore, I do not believe that it is 
particularly desireable to compare them. 

Many of us in Wicca left the Christian church because 
intuitively, we had a difficult time dealing with the 
Separation between clergy and congregation in the normal 
church structure. This Separation exists whether the 
clergyperson has been professionally trained, or simply 
"cal led by the Holy Spirit" as is the tradition in some more 
conservative groups. The point is, that in that kind of 
congregational Set-up, it is the clergyperson that has been 
given the "inside track" to the holy and it is generally 
expected that any revelation or wisdom will be imparted to 


the congregation from "God" to the people through him or her 
only. It is never explicitly stated, but the. assumption is 
that the congregation will remain rather passive in the 
whole process and recieve whatever Spiritual gift is given, 
but will not participate much in bringing it to pass, Or act 
in a Prophetic way to change the oppressive Structures 
either of society or the church. Furthermore, there are no 
particular entrance requirements for being a member of the 
congregation in a church, so there is usuvally a rather low 
level of comittment to the role of congregant. 

In contrast to this picture, the role of being a 
covener is anything but passive. Judy alluded to the fact 
that when a person is initiated into the craft it 1s assumed 
that eventually that person will be able to function in a 
"priestly" role within the coven. The coven cannot function 
Properly without the wholehearted participation and 
involvement of every covener under the leadership of the 
high priestess and high priest. Everyone helps ralise power, 
everyone is involved in the pathworkings, everyone Shares in 
the burdens and the joys together, and the welfare of the 
coven is the responibllity of all of its members. 

What about the question of whether a Wiccan priest or 
priestess Should be considered a member of the clergy? Il 
contend that it is not for the Christian church or any other 
outside body to pass judgement about whether we in Wicca are 
clergy. The question more properly needs to be addressed to 
ourselves. Are we actually functioning as clergy for 
ourselves? Does each and every member of any of our covens 
pull his or her own weight? If a person is needed to 
function as HP or HPS on short notice, is there anyone to 
volunteer, or does the HPS have to spend half of her life on 
the telephone trying to rustle somebody up to fill the job? 
If there is a member of the coven that is hurting in a 
Personal way, is there Somebody (and is that "Somebody" not 
always the game person)> that can do some good listening and 
Perhaps Some informal peer counseling with that person? Does 
it take forever to get anything important done, or do people 
pul] together in a pinch? Do we act ethically and honorably 
toward others? Are we ever party to negative magic, gossip, 
back-biting or harrassment? Are we mature enough to fulfill 
a leadership role or a Supporting role with equal ease 
cdepending on where we are needed, or oo we feel the need to 
"grandstand" or sabotage other's efforts? If we can ansvwer 
the questions that I have posed for us in a posSitive way, 
then I believe that we indeed ARE clergy in our own mold and 
by our own Standards. It does not take three years of 
Seminary training to use our brains and our hearts and our 
gifts for the good of our own coven and the craft as a 
whole. We are clergy if we claim the power to be 5so. 


Bright Blessings, 


rn 7 
Yona Whitethorn 
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ECLECTIC VS, TRADITIONAL WICCA :' & FERSONaL PERSPECTIVE 


EINST, a DEE of introduction. My Craft iname is Kestral, :I 
am a First Degree Gardnerian initiate, a Former member of 
the Protean coven Thalassa Kai Oros, and have been active in 
the Craft for about 2 years. | 


Now Soms persgonal history,. I was tfirst introduced to the 
idea of the Craft many years ago by Some SCa friends before 
I was ready to listen, {She Knows thesse things.: I became 
rFeacquUainted with the idea ome three years ago while 
reading Katherine Kurtz” Lammas Night and Marion <immer 
Bradley's Mists of avalon. "wha !* I thought, "This is what 
I've been Searching tor!" C{©.aQ common =8xperience tor Wijiccans? 
I _ looked around a bit for like-minded folk, calling on my 
SCA friends for references, end did a great deal of reading 
tCStarhawk, Adler, Gardner, Farrar etc), I was not having 
muUch Iuck tinding people I was interested in working wi th 
until I met Tona, who was atterding Dancseiory's Frotean 
coven, Thalassa Kai Oros. <ftah, She does always manage to: 
intervene when the time is right, doesn't She 7: I talked 
my way Into an invitation and became a regular attendee and 
sVventually a coven member, participating in, writing, andg 
performing a number of rituals. alittle lI=e$ss than a rear 
ago I left Dancejor's coven and joined a Traditional 
DGardnerian coven in Lan. With credit for Knowledge gained 
through reading and in Thalassa Kai Uros, and having 
participated in training classes and <everal Sabbat and Full 
Moon rituals, I was Initiated into the Gardnerian Cratt 
AUQgUSE IasSt,. . 


Eclectic vs. Traditional - I've experienced both trpes of 
covens, having Started in bGancejory's extremely eclectic 


S 
coven and moved to the very traditional L.am. Coven Cour 
Duter Court names). 


While It was never dull being a member of Thalxz: 

I often had a $sense of rootlessness., Is had no 

traditions berond a very looes overall structure, 
toundation upon which to build our rituals, not even 3a 
common Ilangquage for what we were Jdoing. Un the other hand, 
we were tree to draw on the whole body of pagan literature 
and world myxthos. We were Forced to be creative, to read 
widely, and to try new ideas. Tet, I found mys=sl+t 

wonder ing, "Just what do we believe? What aspects of the 
Sabbats do we choonss to emphasize ? What dieties Should ws 
invoke ? etc," I had a growing sense Of wunease, a Jgesire 
tor more direction, a need for a common ground trom which to 
WOrk —- a need for rOOts, 


I began to look for a Jdifferent approach to Wicca, Aa call 
to Judy in New York led me to get in touch with Morven 
Forest, who was to become my new HPS, a Traditional 
DGardnerian. (Her hand again\ we had met previous|ly at a TED 


ritual, and I had felt instantly comfortable and at ease 
with Lady Morven)d In the L.S, Coven, we have a Cc ammon 
tradition, Set ritual material, a Standard way of doing 
circles, x commonality of magical practice and Power FrAiSIinG 
techniques... ble are learning to cast Circles, =o that the 
caSting becomes automatic, internalized; to raise and USE 

pP OLE r effectively, IN a group and on our Own; to function AS 
5 cCohesive group with common Knowledae. I fee] a Sense of 
gSroundedness, a ments of nistor>, a common tradition =sharedg 
with other covens - za =zen=se of having roots, T 


Eclectic vs. Traditional - Which is better ? Heither, They 
are merely Jifferent ways of worshipping and practicing the 
Craft. However, personally,-I feel that a Solid foundation 
In Traditional Wicca is a stronger bass from which to Start 
It will give me the Knowledge and 2xperiencs with which to... 
evaluate the vast body of pagan materials available and. 
will Sharpen my ability to di=criminate and chooss Latgen 
those materials, should I dgeztire to broaden my own practice 


of the Craft as I grow and mature. 


THE ILLUSION OF--REALITY: A SOLID FACT 
by Rita Prince Winston 


The desk at which I'm typing is made of nice, sturdy wood. If I knock on it with my 
fist, it oroduces a nice, loud, noise. If I knock harder, I hurt my hand. That's 


reality for you: sol1d matter. 
It doesn't require relativity or quantum physics to know that matter is mace of 


atoms, and that atoms consist of electrons in planetary orbits around a nucleus. 
The distance between the nucleus and an electron is relatively the same as the 
distance between the Sun and a planet, and it's all empty space. A lecturer on Zen 
commented: "We're all 99.9% Void already. It's that last .1% that's hard." 

So how is it that empty space hurts my hand when I punch it? The electrons give 
the illusion of solidity by moving very very fast, the same way that the blades of 
a Spinning fan can look like a solid disk. 

The appearance of the desk is equally artificial. We think "We see the desk" 
but actually we rTespond to rays of light striking our retinas. Light rays don't 
actually have color, just wavelengths: the cone cells in our eyes automatically 
asSSian different colors to different wavelengths. And three dimenslonallty, 
distance, continuity (all the things that distinguish between eyesight and: an 
abstract painting) are computed by the optic lobe of the brain before the final 
picture enters the conscious mind. Even before atomic theory, the philosopher John 
Locke Tealized that the appearance of an object is dependent on the person 
perceiving it: for example, some people are color blind, and some people . 
hallucinate. 

The odiscoveries of modern physics are even weirder. I remember when I was 
taught in high school Physics that an electron is not a tiny sphere whirling in its 
orbit, but a "probability wave” resembling a diffuse cloud. I can't explain it to -— 
you because I don't understand it myself, but that night I had a nightmare in which 
my whole body dissolved into the universe and my consciousness became a diffuse 
cloud with no self nor center, but a vague awareness of events 1n many widespread 
planets and galaxies. I woke up screaming. 

And light waves are not waves in the "luminiferous ether" like water waves are 
waves in water. Lioht waves are waves without a medium: more "probability waves"! 

Time is equally odd. THE TAQ OF PHYSICS imagines a million mile tall dancer who 
moves her hand and her foot. A watcher on a planet near her head sees her move her 
hand first, as the light waves arrive sooner from her hand since her hand is closer 
than her foot and they have less distance to travel. A watcher on a planet near her 
foot sees her foot move before her hand for the same rTeason. Both observers are. 
Tight: according to Einstein, there is no "before," "after," or "at the same time." 


(Yet another book review from Ashta'araArthura.) 


% 


Neon Lotus, by Marc Laidlaw (Bantam/Spectra, 1988) 


Technological Tantra! Computer. Buddhas! Liberation theology, Tibetan- 
Style! And, just to keep things interesting, love, sex, death, hope, and airplanes. 

I think this is the first science-fiction (as opposed to fantasy) novel 
Set in the context of Tibetan mythology, The action takes place some two hundred 
years in the future, when the mummified body of the Last Dalai Lama (the one 
we know now) is a tourist attraction in the Tibetan-exile portion of India, 

A Tibetan scientist is close to completing a computer project which will 
result in the fulfilling of a prophecy concerning the liberation of Tibet from 
its Chinese invaders. Just as he is about to program the final equation, he is 
asSassSinated by a genetically-engineered three-eyed humanoid, who then self- 
destructs, But all is not lost., The scientis:t is reincarnated as a girl child 
of American and Swiss parentage, who speaks fluent Tibetan at age three. 

When she grows up, She joins the Tibetan freedom fighters (who know who 
She is), and is taken to a remarkable shrine. There, an idol of Chenrezi (the 
thousand=-armed Boddhisattva of Compassion) reveals itself to be an ancient 
computer. Originally, its mysterious designers had included five of the ornaments 
aSCribed to Chenrezi as parts of the machine: the Wish-Fulfilling Gem, a golden 
wheel, a lotus with crystal petals, a pitcher of divine nectar, and a golden 
vajra (a wand or scepter in the form of a stylized lightning bolt). These 
items have been- stolen and dispersed throughout Tibet, The Chenrezi macinine 
cannot perform at full. power without the ornaments, but if they are restored, 
Chenrezi can bring about the liberation of Tibet, and thereby the spiritual 
advancement of the world. Our heroine's task is to find all the missing parts 
and bring them back to the Chenrezi computer; the body of the book describes 


her adventures as she acquires them one by one. 
In addition to being the reincarnation of a Tibetan scientist, she also 


receives an indwelling divinity, or yidam--Rainbow Tara, a mischievous but 
compassionate (and iridescent) preteen goddess. Along the way, our heroine 
and her divinity meet up with a Tibetan pilot (the love interest), a bureaucrat 
possessed by demons, and a tribe of nomads who disguise advanced technology as 
primitive artifacts, 

I've oversimplified quite a bit; the story is complex, plausible, and 
2ripping. Reading this book sent me scurrying for my (inadequate) references 
on Tibetan religion and mythology (although there is a glossary at the back). 
AIL in all, it's an astonishing book, and I recommend it gushingly to any 
Proteid or Pagan whose interests include Tibet, Buddhism, and/or Tantra. 


Ashta'araArthura 


BELTANE POEM Their union in the morning dew 


; Of New Years” Day, al ; 
Tonight the Year Wheel turns once more The crops and 7 3 ESL 
And brings us back to Summer's door. Their bounty ours at autumn's mow : 


We | tght the Sacred Beltane pyre, 
And jump for luck o'er Lord Bell's fire. Tonight the veil of worlds is thin 

: : Departed Spirits may rush in, 
pH —_ fiery INGAC To WS with fora join our rites, 
Awak* ning anus sleevino Combs And celebrate all through the night. 
And making all the flowers to bloom. We round the May Pole, ribbons weave 


The I : Our hearts” desires in thought conceive 
99 Zing on the: night must die, While dancing round in airy flight, 


Then be reborn, to with Her lie, . . . . 
The May Queen, She of beauteous face, "© HO and SHRg 17 WHLg Orr Os 
And Horned Lord, in love embraces. Exhausted, we then Stop and rest 
The cakes and wine are joyf'ly blessed, 
Our rites be done now for this year, 
-By Kestral V We've conjured well and sunmmer's here. 


FROM THE EDITOR 


This is the Beltane ish of PS, which suqoests that next is the Midsummer "88 ish, 
with deadline Sometime very early in June "886, I beg for material and mailing 


addresses. 
LETTER TO PROTEAN SYNTHESIS 


Black Lotus, from Proteus Coven in NYC, writes: "Effective Beltane, TI'11 be 
Starting Mnemosynides (Children of Memory) Coven, both Gardnerian and Protean in 
lineage. Ophion will be joining me; he wants to do more "shamanic"' work, which he 
can't do in Proteus... . low that I've started attending night school, my guru Judy 
has Tevised my mantra from: ASSHOLE, CET YOUR DEGREE, tos WRITE FOR PROTEAN 
SYNTHESIS! In my copious free time. However, I have another writing assignnment (for 
pay!) I'm excited about. Ken & Mercy [who are not, as far as I know, Proteids - 
Rita] are pubbing an underground comix line. (Evolution Comix), and I'm doing a 
Strip for them about three women of widely differing ages, who coven together & run 
an occult bookstore. It's to be called CRONE AND COMPANY, and it will show magical 
workings "right" for once. Know any possible distributors in LA?" 


ANOTHER LETTER TO PROTEAN SYNTHESIS 


Dana Morgan, whose new address is Box 1464, Grand Rapids MI 49501-1464, writes: "In 


response to "What is a Coven?" in PS#5, several thoughts to hare... 
Po 6B, Para 3, about mid-paragraph:s "...she can't use the Forum to tell her 


problems against coveners.” That way lies the dread demon Burnout, better known as 
Super-Priestess! If in this meeting she is simply one of the crew, then she has as 
much right to be dissatisfied as any other member. If she is attending the meeting 
as HPs, Tights and privileges intact, then she still has a right to address her 
dissatisfactions but now in terms of problem behaviors (rather than individuals). 

Example: Unreliability about start time. HPs: "I have a problen with our start 
times being delayed. If Circle is called for 8, and we don't start until 9, then we 
run til 3 a.m. and I have to be up at 6. Folks who are on-time have to wait for one 
or two others, and so waste their valuable time. If there is a good reason for the 
delay, Should we be scheduling later? What's really happening here? And whose 
problem is it?" Make THEM ansver! ; 

Pg 7 Para 3: Barriers against Intimacy. True story: Covener commuted 45 mi each 
way every week or Two for a year, then decided to stop. Came back 10 months later, 
nung around 6 weeks, and split. Repeated that patter 2 or 3 times over next 5 
years. Then complained of feeling dis-associated, not intimate. Uhen asked what 
intimacy he wanted when he had withdrawn from coven, he used the distance e2xcuse. 
This covener and. I now live in the ame town, about 3 mi apart, and I'm doing 
covenwork here since Midsummer last. O1d friends (of his) coven with me reqularly, 
at least twice per month, driving 45 mi to do $so. He has appeared at Circle twice, 
once 45 minutes late. I ask you: whose problem is it? The moral of the story 1s: A 
Bronx cheer to excuses! 

Question boils down to WILL THEY WORK? If you see sincere effort, 
you See lots of hot air, they're wasting your precious time and energy and skills! 
And I assure you that if you don't value your skills highly, absolutely no one else 
will either. Furthermore, I say to you: It is ABSOLUTELY fair and reasonable for a 
teacher to ask a student to modify behaviors which impede enlightenment! 
(Including, but not limited to, personal irresponsibility.) 

Po 7 Para 3, Temper tantrums are inappropriate behavior past age 3. 
all growunups here, and if one member is consistency distressed by confrontation, 
then a) the style (too accusing? confrontive? angry?) needs to be evaluated, and b) 
the member needs to be evaluated, and c) if a compromise cannot be found, "then get 
thee hence, for the Craft must ever Survive". Or outplaced to another coven. TI 
called an Elders' Council once over a troublesome student; he was impressed by the 
Fact that discipline would be kept, and I gained new insight into how to best 


handle his needs. 


keep them, If 


If we are 


i 4 


My answer to it all, for your amusement file: I'm an arbitrary bitch, and won't 
take (or keep) anyone who won't work or who causes unnecessary dissension. Re-read 
the first part: I AM an arbitrary bitch. I don't gotta be right, I don't gotta be 
anyone's salvation -- I just gotta give everyone an even chance -- and keep the 
damn thing running. (It leaves 'em free to hate me, too.) The payoff for students: 
I'm good, and I train the best. (Not'a little bit of ego; eh? :3-) ) 


Rita here. Thank you, Dana, I sincerely enjoyed your letter. I Should learn to 
adopt "I'm an arbitrary bitch" as my motto (New Age jargon: "give myself 
permission"), then I wouldn't raise the following issues: #) How can I, in 
conscience, ask Students to modify behaviors which impede enlightenment, when I an 
a mass of unenlightened behaviors myself, everything from overeating to phobias? 
I've been known to throw temper tantrums, too. #) When I myself try to evaluate the 
Style I myself used to confront someone, I fall into an. endless Spiral of 
Sub Jectivity. BTU, what people were in the Council of Elders you convened: HPsses 
and HPs of local covens, or the second and third degrees of your own coven? 

Wow, this has been a very personal reply from me. When I: started PS, I resolved 
that I wasn't going to use it as just a personal forum to shoot my mouth off, so if 
anybody 1s offended by me doing same, just let me know and T'l1l stop. Try to stop. 


SHADES OF PACAN by Rita Prince VUinston 


Once upon a time, a friend explained to me about lumpers and splitters. "Lumpers" 
focus on the similarities between Specimens, and "sﬆplitters" facus on the 
differences. She said this happens even in Biology: some biologists say that there 
1s only one species of Norway rat, and some say that there are eight different 
Species! Being a "splitter" myself, I have found this distinction tremendously 
useful in all subjects. 

Being a splitter, I offer you a rainbow (or gray scale) of Pagans. 

"Back to Nature" is a life-style word. "Metaphysical" is a philosophy word. 
Neither. means any particular religion. "Pagan" is a religion word (and therefore TI 
capitalize it), but a very vaque one. It includes many different religions, for 
example: Hinduism, Hellenistic NMysteries, Roman imperial religion, Paleolithic 
Shamanism, Aztec imperial religion, Medicine Wheel, Wicca, the Druid Order founded 
in the 1700s, Odinism (both the good kind and the Nazi kind), Taoism, Voodoo. 

When I say "TI am a Pagan", this is a true statement, but it means "I belong to 
a Pagan religion", not "T belong to all Pagan religions". 

The particular Pagan religion I belong to is commonly called Uitchcraft or 
Wicca. (It has denominations such as Traditional, Eclectic, Feminist, Gay, Radical, 
and Ethnic, which some commentators think are Separate religions, but that's''a 
digression.) 

People who belong to this religion are commonly called Witches or Wiccans. (The 
word "wuitch"” (note: no capital letter) is also used for people who do traditional 
folk magic for practical goals, with no particular religion involved, but that's 
another digression.) 

There is a theory that "uitch", "initiate", and "priest/ess”" are roughly 
'Synonymous words, but that theory leaves a lot of people out. First, there are 
people who believe in the VWUiccan religion and attend public Circles at the Sabbats, 
but who are not called to study the Craft in any depth. These people are commonly 
called Pagans, which doesn't distinquish them from Hindus, or NeoPagans, which 
doesn't distinquish them from modern Druids and Odinists. I feel that a word 1s 
needed for such people. Wic-symp for "wvwicca sympathizer”"? FOyu for "Friend of 
Wicca”? Fellow Traveller? Uitchian? | 

Then there are a variety of Students, neophytes, apprentices, dedicants, and 
pre-initiates, who are Studying Wicca and prectising Wicca, and look to me like 
Witches, but who haven't been initiated. Some of them will never choose to be 
initiated, finding that the celebration of Sabbats and Moons, meditation, magick, 
and light study of the Craft fill their spiritual needs: they are not called to 


commit themselves to the Cods to be priest/esses. 


DEAR LADY MANNERS 
reprinted from Pagana #531; All-Foo 


Dear Lady fAanners, 


There 15 not enough room in the 
of all the raenbers of our CoOryen. 
reServed for her v5e, decause of In whose hows tae 
tenple roon 15 JZocated feel that Space Shot a first-cone-first- 
Serve basis. The fenale aenbers of the coven Should have first 
priority, thereby Synbolizing the emnphesis In OU 02 On Goddess WoOrSAlp. 
ahat do you Suggest? 

---Confused In Yes foines 


Dear CTonfused, 


Traditionally, rank hath its privileges, and the correct ordaer is: Hnighn Priestess, 
High Priest, Maiden, Sumnnoner, Cellarer (1+ any}, other tfenale officers (if any), 
other nale officers (if any), fenale Elders, nale Elders, tenale 2ndg?, nale 2nd? 
female 1stY, nale 15t?, female dedicants, nale gedicants. If guests are present, 
they go ianediately ahead of the host coveners of their own initiatory degree, 
females before nales, Tis sane order of privilege appliies to the ritual bath. 


The best eventual solution, of course, 1s to accomodate everyone. tnat 
the coveners take turns going to the airport one day a w28ek., Hear Carry a 
basket. Approach each person entering the airport, and Say, make a 
donation, I an not going to tell you about ny religion." Within a fas weeks, you 
Should have raised the funds to hire a building contractor to add a nice large walk- 
in closet to the covenstead. 

ST TIEIEEEEEE 


Pear Lady Manners, 


Tnere 's 2a guy xnho cones to all the local open Sabb He won t xeep his hands to 
hlnSelt. ng The neeting dance, he tries to tong | all the wonen, TI ve 
Stopped going to nos? of the open Testivals because 115 creep; this leaves re 
ISolated. H#Hhat can I go? | 

---Troubled in River City 


Dear Troubled, 


The first course of action is, before oo Next Sanoaty, £9 
£115 Coprocephalous individual's beahavio 

tne Sabbats, It 1is to then that respans $+bility or 

and well-being of tne Circle and its participants falls, 
the natter and bar the offender from sSubsequent Circles 
Alternatively, they nay Sinply require him to correct hi 
that "Perfect Love and Perfect Trust” are not autonatic, 
participants in a CGircle if it is to be successful. At th 
for their Sunmnoner, Dragon, or other security officers) 
offender and eject hin if he aisbehaves further, 
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Anyone bothered by Someone's gross nisbehavior at | ; nering Should 

tne aid of the Sunmmoner, Dragon, or other Security © hoSe pUrvlesw 
includes handling Such aifficulties, If that officer 3 vailable, notify 
High Priest/ess, who will ee to it. 


If these neasures produce no result, deck the bastard. 


LESYES RUSIEING IN FHE WIND 
by Connie mlealy 
Froteus Coven 


oOrown leat now 
2en connected ail ner life to the tree 
She's been fed through the trunk of a large oat. 


Now She ' 

Falling 

gently 

to the ground, 

The other leaves, rustling their songs of Sorrow join her 
They lie tnere 
Together 
They become the ground for spring-budos 
Lite the young wno will remember tne oils ones us, 


Leaves FUSTLIINGS in tne wind 


She cCnanges 

She is nerssl+t 

and Re 185 not 

She 15 one and she 3} 3s 
She is the artist who =s creation 
Througn to the beginni 

ANd up To its apparent 21nd. 


She is there when you return from your 
welcone you back I. 
ENE 
Lne 
the © 


oboe foros pou 
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GODDESS INVOCATION 
oy Connie Healy 
S=-O5teus Coven 


Maiden of our hearts who makes muUsSic within 
Nymphn wno jumps for joy and at all aur 
Mother who nourisnes us with 

W15Se woman of the Universal 

Who teaches all 

RRM uS 1NO0W-E CIFCl 


por Os» 


ECUTEATN.SY 


e1ta Prince '/inston 
Thalassa kai Oros Coven 
254 S, MHariposa #19 

Los Angeles CA 900G4 
(213; £80-90366 


-q1tor: 


\ MES TS 


A Frotean Family. \lews letter 


The nice people in Proteus sent me <o 
mucn material that I think I can do a 
Special isn before the iidsummer ish. 
$o next 1ish is still the Midsummer "3: 
1sn and the deadline 1s still very 


early in June '38, 


The material they sent me includes a 
letter written in four colors of marker 
Den: 

[ 


LETTER TO PROTEAN -SYMTHESIS 


(red) 


LEFT ta, c.yfo; we haventt met 
vet... Technophilia is Triton's and 
mine, if you don't want to wait for our 
tape, we used kind of spacy stuff like 
Holst's Cercury' and Todd ?Rundren's 
"Road to Utopia"...This has been Sky 
Dancer: bless=d be | 


(orange) 


H1, K&itten!l...So much has gone on since 
you left, there isn't time to tell you! 
I've been married and am moving to 
Del aware after I graduate. Hence the 
Doem, Keep it coming, we love it...B.8! 
Triton 


(Durple) 


Near Rita. ..Greetings — the assembled 
mob has finally fiqured out a way to 
cet me to put pen to paper and say 
hello. I might be moving to Shorakonvic 
real Soon now —-- Jjust looked at an 
anartment yesterday. I'11 let you know 
what happens -=- I hope I'11 see you at 
a festival or Somewhere Soon... ..Love, 
:1ght Rainbow. 


(green) 


Hi, Rita -- I only spoke to you (on the 
phone) a couple of days ago 
SUuhmisSTions were mailed out on Thursday 
(letter was dated Sunday). ..Love, Judy 


Rita here. Actually, I met Sky Dancer at 
the Emoirecon (an sf convention) July 
41th weekend 1924, not long before I left 
MYC. I haven't seen Triton since I left 
YC. He and Sky Dancer are narried. Ine 
DOem Will apnear nextisn.: 

Shorakonpic means "in the forest' in 
the language of the locel American 
Indians, giving the nane "Inwood”® for 
the neighborhood of ilortnern tienbattan 
where the Shorakopnic village used to 
he, 'y vague and unreliavle recollection 
is that they belonged to the Piscataway 


tribe and Spoke a Delaware language. 


LETTER TO PROTEAL SYTHESIS 
from Rita Prince l\iinston 


I was absolutely delighted that Yona 
Sent PS a letter about wnat-1t means To 
he liccan clergy. If she hadn't written 
voluntarily, I would have asxzed ner to 
write, Since She is the only person I 
know who has experienced being botn a 
Chr isStian minister anda x VeEcen 
DYI1IeSTess. 

And I am particularly Þ>leased that 
her informed opinion is tnat titcnes 
Should not attempt to turn ourselves 
into carbon copies of mainstream clergy. 

However, I have Some questions about 
her definition of 'ticcan clergy. Yona's 
list of questions. (I parapnrase: See 
lastish for the exact words) asked 
whether everyone in the coven takes 
hisir turn as HPs or HP, pulls hisir 


own weight, avoids backbitiing and negative magick, and can a covener with a 
Droblem always find Someone to lend a sympathetic ear. Except for taking one's turn 
as HP/s, are those questions the test of a Pagan minister or just of an ethically 
good person? I'm not trying to minimize the value of being an ethically good human 
being, but if you change the word "coven"” to "community", any Christian or Buddnist 
or atheist, even, minister or lay congregant would try to live in such a way as to 
answer those questions in a positive way. Those questions don't distinguish our 
religion from others, and don't distinguish clergy from laity. 

Incidentally, there have been a whole mess of psych studies about the vDenefit 
of Some good listening and a little amateur counselling. Many studies have found 
that telling one's problems to an amateur is just as beneficial as telling one's 
troubles to a professional, but other studies have found that the neneTit of 
talking to an amateur is temporary and the benefit of talking to a trained 
profess ional is permanent. Supposing that trained counsellors do benefit their 


clients, and that other religions offer pastoral counselling by ministers trained. 


in counsellors, now are Deople in our religion to benefit from trained counsellors? 

The question I left to later (meaning now) is whether all the coveners take 
their turns as HAPs or H?, This seems to me not so much a question of ethics, as of 
Skill and knowledge at ritual. Skill and knowledge at ritual is often considered a 
difference between clergy and laity, and $skill and knowledge at ritual are the 
qualities tested by requiring scripting and officiating a Sabbat ritual as the 
qualification for first degree. 

The idea of priesthood as ritual specialists is not exectly new. It is often 
believed that the first temple religion viewed the gods much like human monarcns. 
The temple was the house of the god, the priest and priestesses were tne domestic 
Servants and/or courtiers, the idol stood in for the deity. The priest/esses gave 
the idol a morning bath, dressed it and fed it breakfast, took it in a palancuin to 
visit other gods in their houses, flattered it with hymns of praise, entertained it 
with Song and dance, bribed it with noresents (libations, oblations, sacrifice), and 
begged favors (petitionary prayer) when they fiqured the god was in a good mood. 

ATT these tasks were rituals, adorned with poetry, music, vestments, incense, 
altar vessels of gold and jewels. Al] these beauty induces neak experiences, and 
the clergy have the privilege of devoting their full time to spirituality. The 
common people have no place except to bring sacrifices and watch the major noliday 
rituals from an outer courtyard. Only the local rulers and rich people nave the 
privilege of coming (with piles of gold as offerings) to consult the temple's 
diviners and healers and to pray in an inner courtyard for the god to send an 
advis ing dream. 

I hope my strong attraction to this vision shines through my words. However, I 
don't believe in gods who seek Such expensive, petty, and useless worship., I don't 
believe in religion which excludes the worshippers. The definition of liccan 
religion has to be more than doing rituals for the gods to watch. ; 

Wiccan religion has to do Something for the worshippers. To provide a path 
between the worshippers and the gods, to provide moving and meaningful rituals, and 
also to help people in their own lives. Academic theology is an amusing hobby, but 
as far as helping people goes, it's a bunch of bullshit words whose meanings are 
not connected to reality. The history of our religion is interesting (would anyone 
like to teach a correspondence class in History of Wicca?), but solves no current 
problems. Divination (astrology, Tarot, I Ching, etc) and healing (herbalism, 
therapeutic touch, psychotherapy) are the traditional tasks of Witches, and fall 
into the Pastoral Counselling category. 

There is also the Ethics category. i've are all very good at arguing about 
Ethics, but wheat else do we do? It isn't our religion to preach Sermons in our 


Circles! 


——*©T 


.o_—_—_ 


FMD NOW © WEUORL 


L ve been Crying to avoid is using Frotean IYNnENnesLsS 

| OUT the time Gems to have come. My Ii LG = 

the matter Of S6&glf-ceflinitiorn. (YES, ENRLS iS 
aWwkEwarcdg.) 


Fo , Yona Says She has been initiated both as 
a HGbardcnerian. FEegtral Speaks ©+f naving left 
FFrOtean coven to join the Traditional Gardonertian L.A, 
S( q ELIGOS ,. Toll nave been 1intiated bothn Eclectico/Frotean 
GargdgnerianrFrotean,. Frotean is a cConmon Jrenominator tht both of 
YOuUFr Covens chart. Spade an 1 tSel + 1 a bardgnerlian COVER, 


Eady NMoOrven of the. L.A. CoOY%6N my ygyreat-granddaugntes 
thEowgh Harion nd HMNeredcydad. Fernaps <« GN tH#©& DTS. cur pong was a 
theoreti cal ONES, Wing mainly on a lineage chart, Lt came TO 
lite in the TtTempest of last Summer's Log grand Counct 1. D1Nnce ther: 

i have not attended or conducted a CLircle »GBthout wearing a ind 
that Mover made and gave to me, a tangible reminder Of our 
CONTnectyecon . h 


SAM LaFiy,. Relasssa kali Uros 1s ECISECTiC only because Jar 
WELLS -230T-S She 1is a fully qualified bardnerian High 
Tree years SOme bardnerians acted 1in a manner 
OfFfFentlve. cnhoge to leave the Gardcnerlian Community 
break her Tie ith FFroOteius, the coven 1n which She was 
think this choice was her right, and was made with dug tRewane ang 
LNTEQFLITY, I will not break my tie with ner Emply becaluse she _uses 
a different label. 


Froteus, remenber, is the great Sshape-shiftter. ponme Of ils are 
Gardnerlian and some of iis are Eclectic. The love ang trust that 
CONnnect us all direct us to accept our oitferences in the epirit of 
fFantrly. | 


LOR nk 1c SS tine li put out. now I See the Jefinitlions. If L 
gon't -— and this thing keeps Growing as it has been - after my 
death come damn fool is going to try and make my each and every 
Word into The Law. It happened to Jesus and they tied it 
Gardner. By being very clear about what I think 1s 
Rope to head it off right now. 


50, thus saith Grandmother Froteus: 


bardnerians will - 


3 Use an approved Gargnerian initiation. fs most of you Know, 
Dayst ar ang I =swubstantially rewrote the initiation ang 
elevation rituals used in Froteus CTLoven. Dur new rituals were 
approved by my Cueen. In fact, after conjultation with ner, 
we changed our rewrites significantly. 


You, too, may rew ite, but to qgualify as Gardnerian.,.. any 
Few iting mus. be cleared by your Uueen - and wili not be 


Fed uUnliless it contains those elements my GUlesn defined 
| 


8 
1 ads 


= 
= 


FassS on the traGlitional GardOoneriar of mmhadows, 
whetner Oo not you actually use Of 1. FRES 16 

that people down the line from you will the Option 
Feturn to more traditional - formats, and not be limited 


YOUr CHOICES . 


The rule is that you may add materials to the baroneriar 
Book, as long as these additions are properly slgned and 
dated, but you may not delete. anything you add to the Egot, 
however, becomes Subject to traditional fGardnerlian SEPCFECy . 
Wwe in Froteus CLoven nave chosen to Keep Our newly written 
materials in a completely separate book. This way we | 
to share our own creations with Craft friends 
traditions. 


Feel a Family : connection, particularly. with. your 
lineage, but also with the larger Gardnerlian Conminlity. 
1S very SuUDJECTLVEe, I' know, Dut there are two practical 
things you can do about it. 


Une is To Sulbscribe tG The Hidden Fath, (f/oG Hindwalker 
—_ BOX: OY Fark Forest, It 60466 —- sluD #F12Jd. OD/vYear), @& 
magazine which cerves as the "voice of bardnerian CcCoOovens."' 
Its the bes way I know of to keep up with fgardnerian 
thinking and doings. Since Some of the discusslons involve 


Gardnerian mysteries, you will need the vouch of a Gargnerl ary 
priestess to SubscCrlibe. 


IT you're feeling prosperouwus sone year, you fray also want 
to attend the annual Samhain Gathering in Loutsville, EY. 
(hotually, they uguvally hold it a week oF s.' Oo berore. the 
Svwabbat, oO attendance will not interfere with your cover 
Dartitlicipaticon). It seems that most active Gardner} : I 1ve in 
the Midwest thee days, so the Louisville weekenc Rave a 
warm, ftfamily reunon' feel. It you go, be prepar "ery 
traditional Gardnerian ritual practice. Details each 
year 's Gathering are announced in The hidden Fath. 


Froteans will - 


1) 


Feel like they are a part of the Frotean family. RQALTN , 
SUDJECTLVE. Dome people have hived from Froteus, ome have 


gratrted Tthenselves on. Some identify as Gardnerian and others 


as Eclectic. Many have never met each other. 


Frotean Synthesis was long a drean Of mine, a way t&o 
WPave = web to corinect the widespread brancnes . I *m 
gespecially pleased that it has drawn out the Special 
Viewpoint and zpertise of people like Yona. i never found 
the time bless and thank you, Rita! 


<) adhere to Frotean ethicai principles — here 
generally expresed as 'Wwe don't force, 
we don't snitch.” For the la: Year Of S0, 
Froteus Coven have taken formal Dedica 
CONnfTiGdentliailly, avold invasive magic, ang not 
for practicing or teaching the Craft. Eut years 
we had an informal uandgerstanding that thee Stand 
binding -—- an essay called "basics tor Beginners" 
new studgent read anc assented to bGefrfore DEQGILINNnING 
The heart of that essay 18S 6Eicerpted below. 


T 
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T9 
m7 Vo 
TELLS 


FOUQS 


iS that Some Of 
OMmMmLTLMEi = = 


My —  ENLGCE Pave , Nangect over the 
Trigy ae VJVErFLVEC mY CGH Fly CTFralning and from 
Gardner an aWwS. What I have nOtT always KF —_— 
attempts were pretty poor Was now tO 
7H consistent and DInding. If: 1.nac Lc to nm 
Mt PF" 5T1.-2 [ } W T7" Py al i [ " hn, = ” Cod 1 pour] W TS _ ſ-' 20 1% ef a => 
: T QF. MaL PRIGUG LNG WOOL DE: TEYUNULT RYU. TO! FOCGOAnNS yy 
ang Gur ethics would define us to the lerger Fagan LCOmMmiunity . 


He achievers. In general, Fi 6: os involved 1in 
h—_ Creating neo-Fagar: A. Z COmmuUnity. For 

ample, a Full third.-of the current = of: Directors: of 
" /enant of the Goddess: is Frotes Ou Proteans edit 
-SS5pected Cratt magazines, lead @&:< E "E : thelr 
LNLVErSLTLIES, SPRrFve Eine 
Scholarsnip. While this is hardly a Tteqgulrement , | tFACE 
1t, the DId Lady 1s an wumnabashed eliltist. 


A 
(314 16% id 1 — 1 andg 


I'm proud of my talented and dedicated family. LANOTREF 
important function of Frotean Synthesis is to let us know 
about what all the kirfolk are doing. ] 1 have always believe 
that people's gifts lower best in a frese environment, and 
YOu all are the proof! 


Do There you nave it. being Gartneriar ra DPELNg Frrotean are 
independent variables. YOu can be either without the other, or you 
can bGe bDothn together . 


It pleases me that Froteans bridge the Traditional/Eclectic 
gap that elsewhers rends the Cratt. I believe that a common ethical 
commitment and a gensge of family are far more important than ritual 
formats. The Earth Religion we ek to reconstruct, after all, 
tlouisnhed first among tribal pe = £ IE 18S in the center t- as 
newly formed and freely chosen tribes that we can nurture the Uld 
Ways agair. 


Judy Harrow 
FHFs, Froteus Cover 


EXLERF TIED FROM THE FROTEUS JaSLKCS TC BEeEQLNNnerrs' ktvogfay 


Theres are three major ground rules in Froteus Coven that we Feel 
are required tor good ethics and safrety - in the ffratt those twuao 
are UShual Ly IindistlngulSnable, Your accepirance Of thness thee basic 
L3.Mmitarion 1s a non-rnegotilable and absolite cGcoondlition Of your 
HOFELNGg With is, Furtner, we as: for your commitment to pass these 
three limitations oo to any Students of your own, along with the 
FeguUlFemnent that they pass them to theirs. It would pain is to Enow 
that anybody we were even very indirectly respors:ble tor Bringing 
into the Craft was violating these basic principles. The three 
12miTtations argts 


1) YOU MAY NDT VIOLAaTE CONFIDENTIALITY OR RITUAL FRIVACY. tach 
Witch or Fagan has the absolute right to decide tor thenmsel ves 
who hall know Row much about their religious CnMOLCces. ToOuUu may 
tell as much as you want to about yourselt, Dit notning at alli 
about any co-religionist witnount their exipress congent. Fred and 
JuUGY are media Witches, cs it's UE to talk about us. 


Dm1milarly, any person who asks ror hFRealling, OIivinatlion vi, 
Other maygical as=slStance cones under the rmtull protection of 
traditional CLratt Secrecy. Their 1Gentity 18S aDOsoli tel y 
confidential. It does not matter whether they nave Sougnt help 
Tron you individually or the whole group . 


The privacy of our rituals is important, too. What we nhave 
inherited of written 1s not necessarily any better of more 
powerftul Fitual than any other. Eut one of the most important 
things the Craft has to offer you is a strongq sense of belonging 
- to the intimate family of Froteus Coven and to the broader 
Gardnerian community. Having some practices that are "ours only!" 
can Serve as recognition symbaol and boundary maintainer Lit's 
the old "Secret club handshakte' idea, and it works!]. So we ask 
that you do not reveal materials from the bardnerian EFEook oaof 
Sphadgows. Newly written material may be shared with others only 
1tf you have the permission of the authors. 


YOU MAY NOT ACCEFT PAYMENT FOR TEACHING OR FRACTICING THAT WHICH 
YOU LEARN IN PROTEUS. The fact that your training here is our 
free gift to you obligates you to use it of pass it on, should 
you chooge to, only as a free gift. You are not placing yeourselft 
under any obligation to teach, although we predict and hope that 
you will eventually want to. There is no problem with your 
accepting payment for teaching any other {<ubject matter. 


YOU MAY NOT WORK ANY MAGIC AFFECTING ANY OTHER FERSON WITHOUT 
THaT PERSON'S EXPRESS CONSENT. Not even a healing; not ever 
"for their own good." No eiceptions and no arguments. We 
encourage you to work magic for things you want for yourself 
(2.9. Job magic, psychic celf-defensge). an ethica approach 1s 
almost. always possible. If you're having trouble figuring one 
out, talk it over with us or with the group. 


I 


Technol ogy and the Craft 
The Future of Humanity 
REMOVING the Barriers to Spaceflight 
BQOLPPNg, all told paper pianesg, add whateyer 
#1: Making Fires 
Light Fire in Cauldron using ERESSTL 
Hatcnes, I1ghts charcoal witn oacred 


Altar b "Ou FLer Candles. 
Ecology Can nake ThINGS less effrortrul and more deeper 


By the wood fires of Our grandparents | 
ANG the TUSlOn Tires Of OUF gGranGchilorer 
I bless and purity you 


=lFy Fealmns Ou grandparents watched 
alry Fealms Our grandchildren will 
and puUFiTty you 


Hy the Goceans that red our grandparents 
ARG the oceans that will nhnouse our grandgani}l 
=S and purity you 


the FRarthn our grandparents roge TrFaom 


tne Earth our grandchildren will watch F1ise 
ang pAUFLTyYy you 


Cat GircLe 4k) 


the Moon cuts a circle round the tarth 
the Earth cuts a circle roundg the Sun 
I Cut has Eircle ound. us 


THe ralns washn the mountains 
the oceans wash the beaches 
I cleange this Circle and we 


tne Moon charges t >SEL ©: walers 


the Sun charges all that 1s green and growing 
I charge this Circle and WLICN1N 1t 


Invokrte Uluarts 


anvore Thee, Mighty Ones of the tagt;z bring 
EnNowl edge and watch over us in this Circle. 
name Of Athena WiseWwomnan!' hail and Welcome b' 


I invoke Thee, Mighty Ones of the South; bring us Your gitts of 
Wi.l and watch over us in this Circle - 5a to us, if the name 
of EFIg910d SmilthMdnSIgtress! Hail and is LcOne 


I irvoke Thee, Mighty ODnes of the best: bring us Your giftte 


enotion and watch over us:inthis Circle. Come tO: uS, 11 
Of Foseldon Shlpfaster' Hail andG Welcome ! 


L invokre Thee, Mighty Ones of the Northzg bring 
oedication.and<G watch over us in this Circle. 
nang of Fitanh EKrattiofNaster!' Hail and Welcome i! 


all Ereathe, Ground, and Center 


I esszon #U: Caglio orium for tired Friedgtess: 
Starts drumming and {shoul der acts up again HF retches 
"Technol ogay can conpensate for physical IlimitatlionsS. ..' 


16 UCnanges Everything 


iG6cnhnG lesson #3: Fathworking on audio tape: 
Pr Fs "argue" about who's going to lead the Fu and waG 


 » 


go this times then Jo working ON tapes. 
"fechnology can strengthen our rituals by enabling Fill 
DPAaFtICLIPaltlon. 


eakges &% Wine 4c vgacredg EBiullsnhit 
Cates and wine, 1+ convenient, snhould be Tang and Gsbaceshifp-snab, 
TRAL 


-_— 


COOEL@E Dvmacred bull lshnit should inciide people's Concerns W 


WROLse gGuUestion of technology, the ethics of population #: COLON: z at. 1 


ang anything else arybody Brings iUuP . 


ger yDody needs to now Ttind nis/her parber airolans, 
takeoff DOOSLTL GON . 


ThE Working: IF; 
LOT. 1UD-11- © 


# | Jn 


FOUEFF ChRaNnts Countdowns when you reach 


Grounding chants: Earth below us, drifting falling 
Floating welghtless, coming home 


Uther workings, as appropriate 


Techno lesson #4: There is no Techno lecson #4 


Dismiss DOuarter{s 


I thank Thee, Mighty Ones of the East, in the name of 
Athena, for Your presence and ocuidance at our rite, ar 
depart for Your Sriry realms, We bid you Hail and Far ewe! 


[ thank: Thee, Mighty Ones of the South, in the name of Lady 


Brigid, for our presence and guidance at cur rite, and ere "Fu 


_ 
1 
4 


depart for your Fiery realms, We bid you Hail ang Farewsl 


. 
r 
% 


£Z6eroa!', fling this airplanes! 


M1.0hty Dnes of the Wwest, in the name of Lorg 
WOLF" RY REUNES ang guidance at our fits, and er 
Your Hatery realms, We 010d you Hail ang Farewell” 


? 


I thank Thee, Mighty Ones of the Nortn, in the name of Lord Frtah, 
OF your” ics and guidance at our Fite, and ere voau depart 
For your Earthy realms, We bid you Hail and Farewell' 


Close (HF) 


the CLircls Found 
DGengeathn the ground 
Doe as they were 


— 
Fils # 


Fre7Tevs Cove 


© |A8?} Por helicn Tess 


LxSET Of props: 


Faper % pens/crayons/percils for paper planes 

Real drum plus drum machine (we use a teeny Casio keyboard) 

Cassette deck and pathworking tape (will be cent under Separate 
Cover real Soon now) 

FiresStickts (Csee Boy aggatels Handbook for design, but don't make 
them too authentic: we do not want to tart a fire on tne 
HFS .S L1vY1nhNg..-oom greg 

Sacred Eic lighter 

Uscal ritual gear ſathames,. cup, incense, rubber duct, 

SALT, Cy HC) 


P-R UE NV 


Rita Prince lWinston 
Thalassa kai Oros Coven 
254 S, Mariposa #10 

Los Angeles CA 90004 
(213) 4830-0366 


SN-UEMES 1 5+ 


A Protean Family Mews letter 


This is Midsummer '88, The next ish 


Scheduled is Lammas *'88, 
PROTEAN SYNTHESIS: MORE ABOUT COVENS 
In my column in the Beltane' ish of PSW, 
wrote about the potential: for 
intimacy in a coven and the potential 
for conflict. I wrote so much more, or 
SO much more intensely, about the 
potential for conflict, that many 
readers my wonder whether covening is 
worth all that hassle. They may decide 

that it's better to work solitary. 

The analogy I made between coven and 
marriage still holds I haven't 
eScaped it yet! —- yieiding anotner 
analogy: between being a solitary Witch 
and being single. Some Witches are 
called to: work Solitary: it's the path 
that their hearts and their qods have 
chosen for them. Some Witches work 
Solitary because of constraints 
geography or time or secrecy. Some 
titches work solitary because they 
haven't found the right coven yet. 

One great advantage of working 
Solitary is that it is an extremely 
private and personal practise of 
religion. It allows a great degree of 
intimacy with the gods worshipped, 
because the intimacy doesn't have to be 
Shared with other people. The risk 
aSSOociated with that disadvantage is 
that you might wander off into 
SubJectivity, fall into your own belly 
button, and never be seen again. 
Companions on: the path help avoid that 
danger: they tell you when they notice 
you starting to act crazy. ilo advantage 
without a disadvantage: they tell you 
when they THINK you've started to act 
crazy, but can they tell the difference 
between craziness and enlightenment? 

Anyway, another advantage of working 
Solitary is that it's better than a bad 


coven. Merely being a member of a group 
is not So wonderful that it's worth 
tying your time and your karma up with a 
group of unethical people, or a group of 
people So crazy that you can't cope with 
them, or even a group of very nice 
People who have not one interest in 
common with you. The great temptation 
always is to think: lWe'ire all Hitches. 
le have that in common", but one Witch 
may be a very Traditional Gardnerian and 
another an Icelandic-speaking Odinist 
and another an Eclectic Feminist. They 
are interested in different things, they 
do different rituals, and tney have 
different beliefs. Niaming the different 
Traditions made it more obvious, tut 
Sometimes there is just as much 
difference between two litches in the 
Same Tradition. 

However, one advantage of being in a 
coven..is that. you can learn Trom 
coverers with different interests. If a 
Witch whose big passion is herbalism 
Joins a coven specializing in Pagan 
muSic, She can teach a class on herbs to 
her coven, where all the coveners will 
learn a little, and maybe one of the 
coveners will discover than herbs are 
her heart's love. If the coven chooses 
to learn a new Subject with no res ident 
expert, they can study together. 
PSychological study after psychological 
Study has found the advantages of 
co-operative learning. People learn 
better in groups, where they get to 
explain the material to each other. The 
D2eO0ple who are having trouble with one 
point get it explained, and the people 
doing the explaining also benefit: 
anyone who has taught knows that you 
learn more about your Subject by 
teaching it. There is also the practical 
detail of only one person having to go 


to the library and bring the book back 


for everybody. 


into creating together. Many Eclectic covens are 
1 rituals that express their theology, and 
ften inspired by a thought that comes up 


Studying together merges 
interested in creating new and beautifu 


utiful rituals express ing theology are © ; 
ex conversation about theology. My own interest at time is to re-design the eight 


: oof 
t< to fit the climate of Southern California, but this project 1s Sor 
eee because it needs more people than Just me. For example, 1 "vey he py 
relating the Seasons to the Elements, but a friend who read my —_— as , 8 
remarked: "Winter Rain, Summer Fire, Autumn Wind. . . . SPrIng must be <tarti E- mo 
is an example of social conversation, thus leading to another advantage 07 wo 
with a coven: the social relationships. I believe in celebrating —_— _ 
parties, and parties are more fun if there are people at them. Just as cnan ts 

more fun with Several voices, to do multi-part chants, and circle dances an 
fun with a whole circle of dancers. Our religion believes in fun, and our re THR 
believes in people sharing friendship, love, and loyalty. Membership in a goo 


coven an act of love and pleasure. 


New BEGINNINGS 


Og go! Leave cave; find new hunting groundf '! 


I will leave these caves of steel that thrust their teeth 
into an empty sEy 

to a place where Mother Moon lives in a crowded house, 
and I do not. 


Ug go! Leave cave; find new hunting ground! 


I will sleep listening to the wind whisper its secrets 
to the trees, and waken to the qgossip of birds. 


Og go! Leave cave; find new hunting groundl' 


I will warm mysel+ beside a woodfire 
Iit as a beacon s0 you may find me there. 


Og go! Leave cave; find new hunting ground l ' 


I will drink water that tastes of the deep Earth 
and swim the pond amidst the gducks. 


Og go! Leave cave; find new hunting ground ! 


I will walk the ground so much softer beneath my feet 
than this concrete, across land that is my own. 


Og go! Leave cave; find new hunting. ground ! 


TFiTON 
ProTeuS Covews 


FASTOFAL COUNSEL ING 


There have been several questions raised of late about our 
ability to minister effectively to the needs of our own people. 
Particular areas of concern have included substance abuse and 
emotional distress of various scorts, as well as the ever-popular 
Clergy burnout. It has been repeatedly insinuated that we are 
without skills to address these problems; this statement 1s 
Simply false. While nothing in this article should be taken as 
encouragement not to seek professional treatment if needed, or 
to abandon such treatment once started, I would encourage the 
on-hand Friesthood to try some of the techniques listed here, in 
the interest of fizlng our own wherever possible without the 
need of going to a mundane Scurce. CAS we all know, they have 
been known to decide that our religious beliefs are de facto 
proof of various conditions including schizophrenia.) 


The easiest and most efficacious techniques available to us 
for Fastoral Counseling are the ones we already use routinely in 
our ritual and other magickal workings: meditation, divination,” 
active imaging, and other healing techniques. 


MEDITATION 


Several techniques are available within this general 
framework of knowledge. To name just a few: 

* Message meditation,in which you qo to.a sacred place 
Castral or mental), present the problem, and wait fo'r messagqes. 
One advantage of this technique 1is that with.many emotional 
problems, just learning how to wait can be beneficial. 

* Feaceful scene meditations, which function like 
biofeedback in clearing the psychophysical decks for new input. 

* Younger or other self meditations (NOT recommended for 
possible schizoid conditions!) to clarify causes of present 
conditions and situations. 


ACTIVE IMAGING 


Closely related to Meditation, it is a technique most useful 
when the problem can be visuvalized in some pretty concrete 
terms. If, for example, the problem is drinking to excess, and 
the ccurse of treatment decided upon includes cutting down on 
consumption rather than cutting out entirely, perhaps the 
following imagery process cculd be useful: | 


"See yoursel f now at your favorite bar. Hear the music, 
Smell the familiar smells, taste your favorite drink. Count the 
drinks you have enjoyed $so far ... one, two, Now on three you 
have had enough. Ficture your third drink, the satisfying taste 
of it ... and known that your body agrees with your mind, this 
is encugh. A C(Ferrrier, Coke, coffee, orange juice, whatever) 
is just the thing your body would like next, wet and smooth and 
Satisfying. Ficture that next glass of Ferrier Cwhatever) ... 
Smell it, taste it, feel all of the cells of your body open up 


with joayful acceptance of the new choice you have made. When 
you are so full of the joy of that Ferrier that you could burst, 
allow yourself to come forward slowly, bringing that sense of 
renewed control and joyous wellbeing forward with you into your 
waking Self.” 


OK, so I don't write the world's best guided meditation 
Scripts, and if you can do better, I strongly encourage you to 
do so, But we all dc quided imagery of one form or another, AND 
THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO FKEASON WE CAN?T USE IT TD HEAL OUF OWN' 


DIVINATION 


I was going to write a fairly longish piece on using the 
Tarot for counseling, then I foocund out that somecdy published 
the book. Called Tarot Therapy by Jan Woudhuysen, it's a 
MUST-KEAD! He's a professional, with great respect for 
Symbology, borrowing our Symbols and making them work. 


But I will cop to not having finished the book as I write 
this glowing recommendation, so I do want to go on to say that 
we Still need to work up a spread that will show forth causes 
for particular problems to our satisfaction. On this subject, 
my only comment is NOT THE CELTIC CROSS AGAIN' (That poor 
Spread is $so over-utilized, I'm not ure it can take another set 


&f meanings!) 
What would such a spread need to show us? My list reads: 
how we got here Cproblem'!s prime cause) 
how it got agoravated 
what supports the problem 
who benefits from it 
what's the elemental basis” 
iS there a karmic lesson here” 
and what should we know that we're not asking” 


Having put forth this list of thoughts, I'm going to retire 
to working on it, and watching to see if anybody else flashes on 
a Solution, or wants to debate the questions, or ..- | 


HEAL ING 


If you can find a physical basis, the alleviation of which 
would free up enough energy to affect the emental states of the 
entity, that is one way in which these techniques could help. 

EXAMFLE: I have a covener whose blood sugar keeps his 

emotional states unbalanced -- he!s diabetic. Stabi- 

Iizing the blood sugar alleviates the physical cause, 

leaves the emotional more accessible. 


In most emotional healing cases, we run closest to the 
posslible allegations of placebo effect Ctand fraud, so keep money 
out of it!) -—- what can be said is that the person really healed 
themselves. CTrue statement'!--ask any shrink.) 


BUT IT IS NOT INVALID MAGICE TO HELF ANOThEFR HEAL THEMSELVES! ' 
So, onto some nuts-n-bolts doing it: 


* Your basic arsenal will be candles, in red, blue, % gold. 

* add to that blessed salt, and the herb Blessed Thistle. 

* Add rocks (for drawing), Tiger Balm Cinduce surface heat), 
a container for water, and a white candle to £see by. 


On the candles: 

* Fed treats letharay, energizes the system. Tiger Ealm can 
be useful here, ton, in increasing circulation Cas in during a 
backrub). EFut be aware -- once you!ve re-eneraized the system, 
you?re very likely to get an outpouring of whatever caused the 
Withdrawal in the first place Cſ(most likely to appear as tears 
and/or rage). The salt and blessed thistle can be used in a 
purifying bath after the cutburst. | 


* Blue calms, but also depresses, $5 watch closely. I if 
very useful in cases of panic, extreme fear, or other states in 
which the person 1s so worked up that nothing 1s getting through 
to them. Match the candle gazing with deep breathing, and much 
caOamfort and reassurance, then leave candle burn for reinforce- 
ment while you go back to trying ts talk out the problem. Fause 
during talk for more breathing and candle-watching as needed. 

Here the rocks and water are also useful. If the individual 
can focus the somrce of their fear into arock, it can then be 
buried. Water can be added to a large Cmoving, please) body of 
water if there is one nearby C(do NOT use this to water the 
garden!). Use any transference mechanism you know. 


* Gold candles are used, as are white, to balance the 
SYSTEemn. In a condition where one is just a little bit out of 
control CfGwhich is not either related to being a little bit 
pregnant!), stability can be returned with gold and maybe an 
ear th-centered grounding meditation. 


The preceding are just some of the techniques which have 
made themsel ves known to me through practice and experimen- 
tation. I am swre that each of you have your own that are as 
good or better; I only of fer these to answer the assertion that 
we have no techniques of our own with which to help cur own. 

We do, we can, we have, and we are! _ Any comments or criticisms 
regarding these can be directed to me at Box 1464, Grand Fapids, 
MI 3S01, or through the pages of Frotean Synthesis. 


Let there be peace -- 


Dana 


A CIRCLE FOR CATHARSIS 


Introductions: 


One of my near and dear once |spent an hou in a therapist's 
office kicking an innocent throw pillow around the room and 
SCreaming out rage at his abusive father. fat the end of the hour, 
he had a broken foot -- and the first beginnings of a healed mind. 


But we have learned that magic works through symbols. Calling 
an object by your abuser's name and then abusing that object is 
Sympathetic magic used for the purpose of cursing. To throw a curse 
is to project one's worst feelings out into the world of form, and 
to invoke upon oneselft the inevitable karmic feedback. 


It 1s not our way to blast the crops and sour the miltk. WI GCcan 
tradition and plain cpmmon Sense both tell us to avoid the practice 
of banefil magic. Eut, as uuval, it's not quite as easy as Jjust 


Saying MNOs 


| Rape and child abuse, loved ones killed by muggers or drunk 
drivers, emotional manipulation and betrayal, economic exploitation 
and dishonest office politics - people Fiurt and victimice other 
people in many different ways every day. We are not immune. 


At some point in our lives, probably every single one of us 
will feel violated by  s ome other human being. Often our feelings 
will be based in fact. Whether they are or not, however, we need 
and deserve a safe way to discharge them. 


Symbolic baneful actions are alsco cathartic actions. They 
drain and clear our poisonous feelings and allow our own emotional 
nealing to begin. If we deny ourselves this outlet, what happens to 
the grief and pain and rage” 


If projection is bad for us, introjectio 1is even wOrse. 
Unreleased bad feelings are a major source of stress. In a very 
Feal sense, stress cripples and kills. Ulcers, strokes, heart 
attacks and more are all heavily stress-related. A simple refusal 
to engage in baneful magic could easily amount to punishing a 
Victim by adding serious illness to the original harm. 


LL am part or the All. an it narm none" is about me too. 
Release of my feelings 1s my right. 


AT First it Seems like an incoluble parado:. EFut the Same 
understanding of magic that forbids projection of our bad feelings 
can open a safe channel for those feelings. Here's cone possible 
forms 


Freparations: 


1) Understanding 


Think about the alcoholics Rnonymous prayer. "Grant me the 
Serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to 
change the things I can change, and the wisdom to know the 
difference. Feople of any religion can recognize the wisdom in 
those words. Ihis ritual is intended to ease emotional pressure. I 
believe that 1is a step towards granting all three of those things 
to oursel ves. 


It your MuFt is ongoing, you must take Steps to: Stop it: - 
leave the abuslive relationship, begin Searching for a new Job, 
begin organizing politically to stop your oppression. What good 
this Circle does you will be temporary at best 1+ you are not 
acting on both the magical and material planes to change the things 
You can change. 


But Some of cur pain comes fron old, old injuries. rd some of 
our feelings are not based on fact at all. The source of those 
hurts cannot be changed, but the pain can be. This particular 
Working is to release any bad feelings, not to judge them. 


Don't worry about justice. You may be mistaken about who has 
FFR you, DFE nobody . will be hurt by what we do here. AL energy 
will be contained within the Circle. The object of this working 1s 
healing, not justice. You deserve this healing Simply because you 
hurt, and even 1+ you are mistaken. 


Frevention ang nealing are human tTasks; to do: them iS TO 
change the things we can change. Justice - the evering of karmic 
balances - is the business of the Gods, and may take place across a 
Span of many lifetimes. Earmic balance is a thing we cannot change. 


2) Set Up 


You have Some decisions to make. The first one 1s whether you 
Will work alone or ask one or more trusted friends to witness and 
facilitate your working. Some of us can only let our feelings go in 
STFLICT. DFLVAacCy. For others, the presence of people who will make 
Sure we don't hurt ourselves of our hones removes a Source of 
1nhibition. And Sometimes simply being heard is part of the release 


DFOCEeSS . 


Nect, exactly what kind of symbolic action will release your 
feelings? Will kicking a throw pillow suffice, or do you need to 
actually make a poppet? Or just screaming may be enough. I'+.:- we 
want to work with a physical symbol, prepare it in advance, and be 
SuFe not to use anything you will want to keep after the rite or 
ever use again. | 


Figure out whether you can either cast a Circle to include 
your bathroom, or leave a cast Circle for a period of time. This 


will depend on your. particular training. If possible, have a warm 
Scented tub waiting for you. If not, a basin of warm scented water 
and a washcloth within easy reach just outside of your Circle will 
Suffice. RAlso, a ritual meal should be prepared and waiting outside 
of Circle, and this should include something green and growing - UÞ1 
favor sprouts - and something Sweet. 


Frocedures: 


1) Waning moon is a good time for this Circle, and the Dark of 
the Moon is even better. Cast the Circle and invoke the 
Watchers in your usual manner. Call on the Crone, on She 
who weeds and prunes and disposes of the obstructive and 
UNNEecessary. 


Just inside the Circle, like the nembrane in an eqgsnell, 
cast a grounding shield. One possible image for this shield 
would be a black absorptive chain link fence, Supported at 
regular intervals by fence posts that are lightning rods. 
Whatever happens within this space will be contained and 
grounded. 


Make clear to yourself what wound you seeFk to orain. Say it 
out loud, even if you are alone. kecall what happened to 
you in detail and let the feelings grow strong. 


Now, let go of your feelings. Do whatever will help you 
release what 1s in you. Beat on a pillow or rip up a doll. 
Scream till you cry. Don't stop till you are emptied. Then 
tling the thing you used as a symbol out of your Circle. 


When you are {ﬆs re you are all done, all drained, contract 
the Shield into a tight ball in the center of the Circle. 
AS it contracts, it will gather all the negative energy 
from the Circle. Ground it. RAaffirm that you are cending 
RIS energy to the fire at the - heart of the tarth .- to 
Jarnsaxe or to Fele - to be purified in that blast furnace 
and cycled to wherever strong energy is needed. Know that 
what you now let go 1s gone. Affirm this out loud. 


Wasnh or bathe in a ritual manner, feeling the last traces 
of your bad feelings dgdissolve away. If others are present, 
allow them to wash and serve you. 


Rest a few minutes. Feel the peace of emptTiness. 


Then invoke the Maiden's energy for new beginnings. Have 
your ritual #east, and otherwise indulge your Senses. 
Gentle and joyful music would be effective, and you may 
want to witch to a sweeter melling incense. This is a 
time to dream dreams and plan plans. You have removed an 


oy, 


energy drain from your life, now you will be able to ... 


72) Thank and dgdismss whatever Feings you have called on, 
throughout the whole ritual. Close your Circle as usual. Do 
not do any other kinds of working or worship within this 


particular Circle. 
Fol low Through: 


The final part of any effective magical working is "acting in 
accordance on the material plane. Ey doing this, we give the magic 
a channel through which to manifest. For this working, there are 
three forms of follow through, and all are important. 


1) Remember that painful feelings are partly habitual. Acting 
1n accordance with magic to banish =ich feelings requires 
you to stop feeding the habit. Don't talk about the pain 
with anybody until at least the second full moon atter the 
working. This gives the habit a chance to fade out. As much 
as you can, eliminate the topic from your internal dialogue 
as well. When you notice yourself dwelling on the old pain, 
gently and firmly change the {subject. 


Thinking about action to change your life in the here 
and now 1s perfectly OF. The problem 1s reiteration of old 
feelings of rF#rustration and hnhelplessness that actually 
1mpede change. 


If the hurtful situvation is current and ongoing, continue 
with any Steps you were taking to change the things you can 
change. In fact, you will probably find you have more 
energy than you gid before to devote to your projects. 


Be Sure to use Some of your newly freed emotional energy to: 
Feward yourself. Take time for fF#riendship, love, and 
pbpleasure. The object of the exercise is to clear CG bace For 
the enjoyment of life, so start right now. 


Judy Harrow 
HFs, Froteus Coven 


| ETTER TO PROTEAM SYNTHESIS 


"Proteus Coven and Coven Mycota have just adopted each other as 
/US $ister cities program. The people of iycota 
are getting together a ritual in which they intend to pledge drow Gig Sar 
that Mycotans do not charge, force, snitch or initiate those who do. "” are - 
very careful however, not to have them pledge these things to me or ner 

up a lineage Situation because Mycota 1s a group of friends who gs _ = 
created their tradition from scratch and trained and initiated each other, Un o_y 
hasis — as a Sister, not a daughter, but snaring the Same ethical Tr = 

anybody object if Mycota considers itself Protean and if the Wycotans See rFrotean 


Synthesis?' 


Dita here. I don't mind at all if the Mycotans See PS, but then 1 don't mind if non 
Proteans See it. I only set up the "'secret, for Proteans only rule because ay 
are other Proteans to whom it matters. I perSonally don © expect any printe 
material, including the Gardnerian Book of Shadows, to Stay entirely Secret. 


Judy writes: 
'<55ter covens"' a la the Nicaragua 


To the Proteus Family at large: 


I would like to start a discussion (here in the pages of Protean Synthesis) 
about the problems of raising children according to Wiccan values, while trying 
to avoid contemporary Witch-hunters. To this end, let me first describe my own 
family 8ituation. : | 

First of all, my husband is not a Witch, He has no interest whatsoever in 
the Craft, or in any religion at all--IT refer to him as a "militant agnostic". 

He does not seem to disapprove in any way of my Craft activities, and he usuvally 

arranges his time 80 that TI have the freedom to participate in coven gatherings. 

But it's my trip, not his, In addition, he works for a fairly conservative finan- 
cial institution, and his boss is an Orthodox Jew. So for my husband's sake, the 

broom closet door has to stay pretty well closed., 

Then there is our $son, who is almost nine years old, He's fairly bright, and 
has always displayed naturally Pagan tendencies and a certain amount of psychic 
ability, I'd love to teach him magick and the Craft openly and proudly, But the 
kid's got a big mouth, and he'd go around telling everybody "Hey, my mom's a 
Witch, and she's teaching it to me!" Furthermore, he has behavior problems, and 
is attending a special school (run by the county) for children with assorted 
psyCchological disturbances. He has counseling sessions with various psychologists, 
psychiatrists, and therapists several times a week, as part of the school program 
of improving the children's abilities in school. You can well imagine how the 
counselors would take to hearing about Witchcraft in their nice white-bread 
Suburban school, ("No wonder the poor kid has problems--his mother thinks she's 
a witch") 

I TELL YOU THREE TIMES I TELL YOU THREE TIMES I TELL YOU THREE TIMES: I 
do not want anyone sending me Suggestions for how to deal with my own personal 
Situation, I hope to start a discussion among members of the Proteus family, 
through the pages of Protean Synthesis here, about integrating the two kinds 
of families we belong to; our families in the traditional sense, our parents, 
kids, Significant Others, nosy aunts, etc., and our families-by-choice, our 
coven sisters/brothers/ancestors /descendants. I'd also like to discuss amongst 
ourselves how we teach our children our ways, and how far out of the broom closet 
we dare to come, (Y!know, the more of us who come out, the easier it is for others 
to come out,.,. but where do we start?) 

Rita, maybe this could become a regular department or column. I know that at 
least Some Proteids face similar situations in their lives, and I hope the dis- 
cussion will be lively enough not to bore the ones who don't. 

Okay, folks, who wants the Talking Stick first? 
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4 
here, Ms. 6Grace's voice is too light, Again, this problem will probably disappear 
as She becomes a nore Seasgoned performer and learns to relai nore, 

We had two problems with the lyrics. They're largely on the prosey Side, more 
So than Key Gardner s, Geof Morgan's, or Charlie Murphy's; Ms. Grace is, at least 
for now, more of a nusiclan than a poet. Secondly, we have Sone ideological 
commentary: The intent of the whole production 1s avowedly Pagan and anti- 
patriarchal, yet 1t Seems to us that the purpase 1s to sone extent underanined by the 
intertwined presence of ideas which are born of the Judaeo-Christian gdualisn which 
fosters patriarchy. These ideas are common enough among "New Age" type people --- 
for example, "transcending the ego" {which usually means leaving the ego behind, 
rather than a reaching-beyond that includes the ego). So-called "ego transcendence"” 
1s all-too-often linked with asceticism and denial or denigration of the body; and 
further with a contempt for "this world® and 1its allegedly illusionary Nature, in 
favor of the "Spirit world” or "heaven", which 1s Seen as Superior. Usually this 
Scheme of things has God on top, Man below God, Woman and Nature below Man, Thus, 
the lyrical references to the "New Age", "transcending the ego," "angels," and 
"perfect lovers" {this last concept being derived from the extreme patriarchy of 
Platonismn) punched our buttons enough to put us off sone Songs, although the 
unconscious patriarchal attitudes are clearly not so intended. Sons of the songs 
(Such as "Sweet Child of Allah") on Sally DOldfielda's "Waterbearer" album do the sane 
thing. Un the other Side of the fence, Ms. Grace's song "Prayer" and tne cassette's 
leading invocation spoke strongly to both of us. 

This cassette and the energy that went into it are obviously a labor of love 
and devotion to the Goddess, It 1s musically excellent, and we predict it will be 
extremely popular. 

Partly to help readers choose, and partly to demonstrate our standards for our 
criticisns, we are including a chart comparing various nusical offerings which 
appeal to Pagans. 

happy Listening! 
Note: All recordings in stereo, except for a few "strictly community” ones, 
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Sally Oldfield: "Waterbearer":ipro iexcellent excellent 1excellent :1805tly very 


"Celebration": 1C08012% 
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kay Gardner: ""ooncircles* |! 
catalog + WEEO, $7.59 ppd. | 
froa Sisterspirit, Box 3045, | 
San Jose, California 93156 1 


pro :a05tly very good, ivery good 
Qed tation ivaried 
1SOPN1STICation: 


excellent 


Earth, Wind, and Fire — ipro- :1Jazz/rock/ iexcellent excellent :iexcellent 


various albuas, available in : 10150 1(CO8D12x ; 
record Stores ; ; 1Sophisticated | 
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Ruth Barrett and Cyntia pO Celtic 1excellent excellent 
Saith; "Deepening* $10; 7 traditional :aediua 


"Fheolus", "Fusic of the Rol1- _ and Simtlaricoaplexity 


very good very good 


ing World* $9/ea {Specify IP | ; 
or cassette) fron Aeolus ; 
fusic, 4111 Lincoln Blvd. #211: 
Marina Del Ray, CA 992972 ; 
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Cindee Grace; "Songs of the 1iDboth (81820 19xcellent excellent Weak 
coddess* $9 ppd. {cassette} t111ght rOCk icorpler 


excellent:ilight but 
1n wozen's or Pagan Stores Of 1S0ph15Sticated | 


icons 5tent 


froa Frace and Soddess 
inliaited, FOB 4357, Boulder, 
CO 89396 
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traditional very good, very good 
Celtic Varied 
(CORDLEXITY and: 


Alan Stivell: *Renaissance of :both 
1SODNLSELCaELON: 


the Celtic Harp" (cassette) | 
$11 + $2 handling fron The | 
wStic Trader, POD 1299, Taos: 
WM 97371, 
Alan Stivells 'E Langonned® | 
1P) $11 + $5 nandling for up: 
to 5 records fros Lark in the! 
Morning, Box 1176, MendOCing, : 
CA 75469, 
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Jethro Tull: "Songs fron the 1eccentric excellent, excellent LU aostly good inotly excellent 
#000", "Heavy Horses" both 1FOCK (CO8DLeX, LON 
available 1n Stores, : 7 1SOpN15Sticated 


Charlie Murphy: "Catch the 1Q0SUy FOCk :aoderately 
Fire” albua $9 ppd fron Good | ;coaplex, good 
Fairy Productions, POB 12189 | 

Broadway Station, Seattle, WA: | 
98122, ; 


0lly Tannenz "Invocation" LP:ipro (81x20 (excellent, exc2llent ivery goodistrong excellent 
or cas5ette, $7,793 + $1.75 -1 (Erad1tional :GE01UR o 

nandling fron Ladyslipper, « - 19nd $161lar:comlexity 

POB 3139, Durhaa, NC 27793. 1 ; 


ceof Morgan: "It Cones with 
tne Pluading® albua or 


rot — 1foIksy, 
casSettie, 53 ppd. fron Nexus 1 


191x209 


El 


good, 51aple 


Records, POB 3991, 
Bellinghan, W\ 98227, 


cwydion: "Songs of the Old :1semipro 
Religion" (tape), "The Faerie: 
Snanan® (tape or [P), $10 ea.: 
ppd. fron Circle, Box 217, | 
fount foreb, WI 53572, 


1900d, S1aple :ialxed, 
iUSually good 
i (better on 
1FAERIE Oh.) 
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Caliope's Coven; "The Door 
into Faerie" cassette, $7 
ppd, fron Caliope's Coven, 
1212 Bonita, Berkeley, CA 
94799, 


El 


good, S1apie 
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Jia Alan and Selena Fox: 
"Trcle Magick Musick® 
caSSette, $7 ppd. fron 
Circle, Box 219, Mount Horeb, 
#l 350972, | 
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RECORDINGS tinstrugental !vocal {vocal {poetic strength 
in no Strict order yirtuosity ipurity :i5trength of lyrics 


Sound 
1 £NQLNEET1NG 


150-50 to 
fair 
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iyYarlable, varies, ivaries, often 
150-50 to inostly !weak, Soartines 
weak i2xcellent 


Average filk tape sold coamnmity: varies, 7 

through the aail or traded uSualy 15 ; 

(this is here for coaparison [fol ksy :good 
pur poses) ; 7 


Sylvan Gray: "Ice Flowers tation excellent, iexcellent 1! n/a n/a n/a excelent 


Melting" cassette, $8.95 + :Sophisticated ! 
$1.73 handling froa 1 


Ladyslipper, POP 3139, 
Durhan, NC 27705, 


cacrald Web: various, aeditation iexcellent, excellent excellent 
including "Wispered Visions": !Sophisticated 
caSSette, $8.99 + $1 handling: 

froa Ezerald web, c/o Bob 
Stohl and Kat Epple, 39 
Roble Rd., Berkeley, CA 


94795, Checks payable to Kat 
Epple, 


*1111as fckeraan: "Passage" ipro aeditation iexcellent, | 
casSette, catalog $13%, $19 : 1S0ph1STicated | 
+ $2 handling froa The Nystic: 
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excellent 


Trader, POB 1999, Taos, NM 
97511. 


Stephen Halpern and Georgia :ipro aeditation :excellent, excellent 
kelly: "Ancient Echoes" :1Sophisticated 
casSette, catalog $1386, $7 + 
$2 handling froa The Mystic 
Trader, P08 1999, Tacs, I! 
97311. ; 


aeditation :excellent, excellent 


1SophisSticated 


Ancient Future: "Visions of aipro 
Peaceful Planet* cassette, | 
$8.98 + $1 handling fron 7 
Ancient Future, POB 264, 
kentfield, CA 94914, 


Seal-pro :traditional 
ifO1k 
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John Roberts and Tony 
errand: "Dark Ships in the 
Forest/Songs of the 


; good, Siaple 1900d, cigple!50-50 to 
Supernatural* LP $8.9 ppd. ! 


:aoder ate 


froa Folk-Legacy Records, 
Sharon, CT 06049, 
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Fred Kuhn and Light: "A Song icoanunity:aixed, 7 
of bods Gone Mad” IP $8.0 111ght rock 
ppd. fron Off-Centaur 
Productions, POB 424, £1 
Centro, CA 943309. ? 


Hl 


Leslie Fish and the Dehorn | 
Crew: "Solar Sailors" [P 7 
$7.3 ppd. froa 0ff-Centaur | 
Productions, See above. 
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LETTER TO PROTEAN SYNTHESTS 


Rowen Bel l-fNom writes: "I enjoyed Yona's letter in the latest Synthes is (#6). My 
latest personal work has been on centering on yourself, and Yona's article centers 
Paganism on itself. The question isn't about right and wrong, but about does it 
work? If our clergy (which is at least 90Z of us) can do what we need, then it 
doesn't matter if most of us can't do every function required of a one-man clergy 
(or one "man" per 30 or more people). Of course, we can't expect .to get a Job as 
clergy, which others can do, except for a darn few, but living in the world of non- 
religious work is a growing experience (read: a pain). | 
Anyway, Yona's viewpoint got Some fresh air into an old question. Thanks, Yona! 


On a sadder topic, there have been a few Com in my various communities, mostly 
Icide, Great Sorrow for those who knew them. 
166g a Simple Settling ritual for them, and afterwards, I had a talk: with the 
Lord and Lady about taking care of them. (None of this takes care of the need to 
grieve.) Here is the settling ritual: | | 
Take an appropriate vessel (ceramic cup, glass bowl, etc, as feels right), fill 
it with water. Go outside, to tree or brook or stone, whatever has Spirit or power 
to you, to convey your message across, and call on whatever elements, itt the 
vesSel and say to the one who has passed on, "Cycle thou, oh pure Spirit in an 
earthenware bowl, now released", spilling the water on the final word, as a Symbo] 
of the spirit that has left the "earthenware bowl" of the body behind. (Spill the 
water on, in, or at the foot of the tree, brook, or stone that one chose earlier.) 
With all reverence, wash the vessel completely in water being re-using, or bury 
T When I was done with this, I-felt a need to talk with the Lord and Lady about 
taking care of them. I didn't have to need to mess with fancy invocations, SO I 
Simply waved an arm to each Quarter, and brought a mountain, a tornado, a fire 
Storm, and a tsunami (which stood perched over the proceding talk, on the brink of 
breaking, much taller than the house). It was the most intense experience of the 
elements I've ever had, and it was truly difficult to release them, and see again 
the house and the yard. The advantage of working solitaire: you know when you ve 
done what you intended, and know know when to move on. And you don't have to brief 
anyone in what will be going on - it's all in the head of the only (mortal) 


DAFTICIPAant.. : « 


A Wonder Book by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
22D pages, paperbound 
76 In Stores or £1.50 ppd. from 
Magnum Clasics, 18 East 41st St., Rm. 105 
New York, New York 1@017 
{reprinted from Pagana #22 (Samhain 84) reviewed by Valerie Voigt) 


Hawthorne wrote these tonque-in-cheel: retellings of Greek myths 
in 1851. Aiming the stories at children, he wrote with an unabashedly 
Romantic flavor, admitting in his forword that he had uced "a great 
freedom of treatment.” He added that he did "not, therefore, plead 
guilty to a sacrilege" in his rFe-Shaping of the tales, but that he had 
Certainly had a lot of fun witing them. I hope &so, Since he was at 
the time resting up from having written, in rapid succession, The 
Scarlet Letter and The House of the Sever Gables, which can't have 
been very spirit-lightening. 

A Honder Book is a fun read. Its Victorian Romantic air is 
dignified but not priggish. Children enjoy these stories, which are 
ideal for reading to kids at bedtime, or for letting the kids read to 
Y COU « I recomend it and its sequel, Tanglewood Tales, for every Fagan 
family's bookshelfF. 
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Jadbalaya by Luisah Teish, ISBN Q-06-230860-1, $17.95 hardbound, Harper and 
18 East S3rd Street, New York, New York 10022. 

Canadian edition by Fitzhenry and Whiteside, Ltd., Toronto 

Available at Books Incorperated, Town and Country Village, San Jose 
{reviewed by Zephyr Starwater, reprinted from Pagana $29 (Brigid '86)) 


Jambalaya is a Southern dish, Spicy and full of all sorts of things. It is 
also the title of Luisah Teish's first book. The author is a teacher and lecturer 
in the San Francisco Bay Area, focussing on the nature of the Afro-diasporic {her 
own term) nature religions and their relevance to today's needs. 

The traditions are known by sevral names, and the branches with which Teish is 
aost familiar are found in the Southern USA, the Caribbean, South Anerica, and just 
about every major City in the western hemisphere. Teish calls them "Afro-diasporic" 
because their Sources are primarily the nature religions of the Africans who were 
brought to America as slaves. These people found simnilar beliefs nd practices among 
Some of the Native Americans they encountered, and incorporated some of their ways. 
They also incorporated elements from Roman Catholicismn--firstly, because they were 
forbidden to retain African beliefs and practices, and had to maintain their worship 
in secret behind a mask of Catholicism; and Secondly, because the Catholic reverence 
for Saints appeared to them to be akin to their own reverence for the ancestors. 
These Somewhat syncretised practices became "Macumba and Candomble in Brazil, Lucumi 
in Cuba, Santeria in Puerto Rico, and Voudou or Hoodoo in Haiti and New Orleans.” 
(pp 105-108) 

Janbalaya is written mainly for women, but the information 1s valuable to 
people of any gender. It is a conversational, anecdotal journey, including 
descriptions of Teish's background in the New Orleans environment of whispered 
Secrets, her return pilgrimage later in life to find Voudou practitioners, the 
origins of the Afro-diasporic traditions in west Africa, theology and netaphysics, 
the nature and practice of ancestor reverence, and some of the history of New 
Orleans Voudou, featuring the famous Marie LaVeau., The discussion of ancestor 
worship 1s especially valuable, and Teish does reasonably well at putting it in 
terns understandable to those whose backgrounds are nore mnainstean. 

Interspersed throughout are the rituals promised by the book's subtitle: "The 
Natural Woman's Book of Personal Charms and Practical Rituals. Here are step-by- 
Step instructions for safe, ethical magical practice. I found her advice on candle 
maagic particularly useful and very carefully detailed. She gives rituals for 
purification, healing, Spirit communication, finding love relationships, getting a 
job, honoring one's ancestors and asking their aid, and also for working with the 
Seven best known of the west African Yoruba deities. She also gives lists of 
ingredients for oils and incenses. 

In her final chapter, Teish discusses the importance of overcoming racisn and 
ethnocentrisn among today's growing Spiritual communities, particularly the women's 
communities to which Janbalaya is prinarily addressed. She discusses altar circles 
(circles of Spiritual workers), their leadership and general functioning, and some 
of the frequently encountered pitfalls. She also addresses the neeting of nagical 
workers of different cultures, what they may have to learn from each other, and sone 
problems in autual understanding that nay arise. 

LutSah Teish has a powerful writing style, a gift for storytelling, and some 
cogent mnessages. I highly recommend Janbalaya for those interested in the Afro- 
diasporic ways, in the meeting of cultures and magical paths, in the raising of 
ecumenical, racial, and ethnic consciousnesses, and in the life of one of the very 
few priestesses of these ways to be willing to communicate about them with the world 
of non-initiates. Read, learn, enjoy. 


PROSPECTIVE aDOFTIVE FAGAN FARENTS, "F.A.FP.,P," 
by Connie Healy 


YesS, we are expecting. I'm not pregnant, nor is my partners, 
Barbara. *® pregnant woman down South or maybe even somewhere else 
would be the mother who delivers ou child. We are on the "biracial 
Iist" of an attorney intermediary who does adoptions as a sideline. 
I've been conversing with the attorney's wife, a friendly ort of 
woman, who keeps me alert to the circumstances of her latest crop of 
clients. Adoption is a little "iffy" because at the last minutes, 
after the delivery, the mother could decide not to S19n the surrender 
Tor the child to be adopted. In some States, like New York, {he's got 
forty-five days to change her mind even after <he S1GNsS  . 

what about the father's rights? These attorneys advertisse in the 
Paper if necessary as the law says they must even if the father is nat 
lccatable, 

Money”? This goes according to color. Since we're not trying: to 
acopt a white” child it's cheaper, about £5,000 cheaper. 

why go through all this? In my case certain probl ens of 
Infertility leave Fetri-dish child-bearing or adoption as the main 
Fouts toward parenting. we chose adoption because it has a nM1igher 
SUCCess rate than inrvvitro fertilization and probably is less 
EXDENSLIVE. And Barbara too, is not able to conceive without the 
Fertri-dish method, etc., etc. 

What does any of this have to do with Faganism, or Froteans? 

We re glad to announce that Froteus Coven welcomes our expected 
offspring to all its rituals and gatherings. we feel very happy and 
fortunate to start our family together with our 'Protean family. I 
think the child will teach us a lot about what it means to be an 
"eclectic" Fagan. | 

In the meantime, back at the ranch, the attorney's wife gays 
"We'll have something for you by July, but if Something pops Upiout?) 
SOONer, 1 11 give you a call." 
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Thalassa kai Oros Coven 
254 S. Mariposa #10 
Los Angeles CA 90004 
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A Protean Family Newsletter 


FROM THE EDITOR 


This is the Lammas '88 ish. T 
anticipate that nextish will be the 
Harvest, I mean Mabon, '88 ish, but 
that depends on you folks sending me 
material. I understand summer slump —— 
I myself' am behind on ALL my writing, 
even answering letters — but the only 
people who sent me stuff for thish are 
Ashta'ar sent me a poem that she wrote, 
Judy sent me a clipping from the NEW 
YORK TIMES, Valerie sent me a while 
back a bunch of stuff that she'd 
written for PAGANA, for me to reprint 
at will. And there are a couple of 
essays I wrote which were recovered 
after the crash of the hard disk on 
which they were residing. I need to 
thank Ashta'ar, Judy, Valerie, my 
friend who lets me use her computer, 
and Bunker-Ramo (the company with which 
she has the service contract on the 
hardware). I also need to thank my 
roommate, Orion Peridot, who does half 
the work on this publication. He 
retypes the Valerie articles (because -I 
don't want to publish them as multi- 
generational xeroxes) on his horrible 
pseudo PC clone (sub PC clone) that TI 
Scorn to use. 


Switching into gossip column mode, 
early in July I got a personal letter 
which mentioned that Connie and 
Bar bara's baby had arrived, is named 
Dorian, had attended three Circles of 
Proteus Coven already, and is cute. I 
also g8aw an announcement in PAGANA that 
Valerie Voigt and Zephyr Starwater are 
enjoying their handparting. PS welcomes 
announcements of new babies, new homes, 
handpartings, handfastings, etc. 


Switching into editorial column mode, 1 
wish to protest the word "empowerment", 
It used to be a perfectly good word, but 
now it has been ruined by mis-use., 
Currently, "empowering people" means 
"forcing people to do what I want them 
to do". I first realised this when TI 
read an article in a recent PSYCH TODAY 
about how. modern college students are 
not politically active. People my age 
(30) need to be reminded from time to 
time that modern college students aren't 
political, but that writer was a wart. 
He praised one student for participating 
in a world disarmament organization, but 
condemned him for volunteering at a soup 


kitchen, He said that the student was 


disempowering himself by an obsession 
with local issues leading him to waste 
time feeding the starving that could 
have. been spent working for world peace. 

Next I read an article by a 
Birthright 'counsellor' who claims that 
her Job is empowerment, giving women the 
power to keep their babies. If true, 
that would be good thing, but her way of 
empowering her clients appears to be. 
Screaming at them that they're baby 
murderers and phoney feminists until 
they break down, then giving them a lot 
of lies about how the Welfare will pay 
for nice food and shelter and medical 
care for child and mother. 

I am old-fashioned, but to me it 1s 
obvious that one doesn't give people. 
power over their own lives by 
threatening them or telling them lies, 
and it is obvious to me that people who 
have power over their own lives have the 
power to have different priorities, even 
different values, than those who judge 
them. Specifically, the power to feed 
the starving, thus giving them a chance 
to Ilive to benefit by world peace. 


Stella Maris 


Our Lady Star of the Sea, 

You Sing in the surf's sound, 

you Sing inside seashells; 

Starfish and sand-dollars show your Sign. 


AIL life began in the sea; 

Simple single-celled organisms, 
Shellfish, s&wimming fish, 

creatures that crawled onto the land: 
and our blood is salty as sea-water. 


We Sail over the sea in ships, 
we Swim, we dive deep, 
our Submarines seek the secret abyss; 
but Still we have much to learn. 


We fish your waters endlessly; 
we kill your children, 

whales and dolphins our cousins; 
we PpOur out our poisons; 

and Still you endure. 


Stella Maris, mermaid goddess, 
Aphrodite, born of sea-foam, 
Tiamat, Yemaya, we call you, 
Our Lady Star of the Sea. 


e-AShta!araArthura 
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Margot Adler and John Gliedman Wed 


- Nacque Adler. She is a granddaugh- . 
'ter of the late Alfred Adler, a psychia- 
. trist, of Vienna and New York. She 


Margot Susanna Adler and John 
Lowell Gliedman were married yes- 
-- terday at the Lambert's Cove Inn in 


West Tisbury, Mass. Selena Fox, a 
minister of the Circle Sanctuary, per- 
formed the ceremony. 


graduated from the City and Country 
School, the High School of Music and 


p | U ; 2 . 
The bride, who will retain her. Art, and the University of California 
name, is a reporter with **All Things 
Considered,” and **Morning Edition,” 


at Berkeley, where she was elected to 
Phi Beta Kappa. The bride received a 
master's degree from the Columbia 


Z ee ne, ci .* University Graduate School of Jour- 

' Moon,” a study of ES neo-pagan- - nalism and was a Nieman Fellow at. 
SAY : - Harvard University in 1982. © 

| ism and goddess religions published _ Mr. Gliedman, the son of the late 


| qqmn #6 — gr brian Dr. and Mrs. Lester H. Gliedman of 


groom, a psychologist and science "ogy | 
writer, is be of a report for * Lutherville, Md., graduated from the 
Park School and magna cum laude 


the Carnegie Council on Children agna ude 
- called *The Unexpected. Minority: -_from Harvard University. He - re- 
_ Handicapped Children in America.” .' : ceived a Ph.D. degree from the Mas- 

*Ms. Adler is the daughter of Dr. © sachusetts Institute- of Technology. 
Kurt Alfred Adler, a psychiatrist in -His previous marriage ended in di- 
- New York, and the late Freyda vorce. His father was a psychiatrist. 


SOOk Reviews by Valerie Voigt 
Feprinted from Fagana $32, Beltane '85 


#acunta by Serge Eranly, ISEN # Q-388-42517-8, 224 pages, paperbound, biack and 
wiite photographs, $2.25, RAven EBooks, O1iv.,. of the Hearst Corporation, 757, 
3th Avenue, New York, New York. 

This bock provides an overview of Macumba, the highly syncretistic ffro- 
Brazilian Fagan mnagicai religion practiced Tnroughaut Latin America, Most of the 
Book consists of excerpts from the author's conversatlions with Maria-yJose, wac 15s 
Mae de Santo {high Friestess, more or less) of a terreirc iſlacunba religious house! 
in Xkio de Janeiro, One valuable result 0+ this "edited conversation' writing style 
is that the author s rationalistic Western "psychoiogicai' attitude toward fnagic and 
religion is Contrasted dramatically with Maria-Jose's holistic ragan theological 
attilude toward ner Practices. 

The 500k includes a Giscussicn of each of the major Orixas (Oivinities!, and a 
general 4{fnct detailed enough for use) description of Sons of the practices of the 
Feligion. Aithough the auther does nat mention the fact, certain key naterlial has 
been omitied {ang rightly $0). The material presentec is generally CcConsistent witn 
related ffro-Caribbean religons {for exanple, Santertia), and accurate. 

Many Of Macumba's basic attitudes, as brought out in this oOook, paraiiei {Gr 
even are identical with) corresponding Euro-anerican rFagan attitudes. Craft E:ders, 
in particular, will here find much that is familiar. This is no Surprise, Ot 
course, Since both Macumba and Wicca are empirical nagical religions. Ewuro-anerican 
Paganism does not, of course, include animal Sacrifice as ſfiacumba often does; but in 
other regards the two religions have much in common. fſaria-Jose's thoughts on the 
inherently eclectic nature Of most magical reiﬀlilgions are interesting. 

50me of the photagraphs are good; others are din, fuzzy, or otherwise 
unhelpful. 

This book is a nice introduction to sone of the basic ideas conmon To nast 
Fagan religions, as well as presenting a decent 5Short overview of its Subject, 
eSpecially recommend it for persons interested in learning about the history or 
RATFiCan religious traditions in the New World. 


ASISIASIALIASESS.: 


reprinted from Pagana #36, Samhain 385 


onHgRT TAKES ON BOUKS FOR KIDS 
1 a* a Farner by Dick Swayne and Feter Savage; ISBN #0-3977-531776-%., Ages i-& vB, 
Lippincott company, 19739, | 
Farmer gue Shows you around her farn and introduces ner friends, the aninals, 
as She does her chores. Nice photographs, lots of stuff for your toddier 
prescnocler To ask you about. | 


A Little Book of Nunbers, Chubby Board Book. ISEN #8-4671-41346-5. For 
{lokeisha, Tokyo/New York; Simon and Scnuster, 
$2.93» 
Numbers from 1 to 180, illustrated with sinple,; bright paintings of fruits and 
vegetables. Not much for the kids to comment on, 


Chubby Bear: Goes to the floon, Chubby Board Book, ISBN #80-4671-50953-5. For toddlers, 
{okeisha, Tokyo/New York; Simon and Schuster, 1784, 
$2. 93. 
In his fantasies, Chubby Bear is an astronaut. The bright watercoior 
illustrations contain enough detail to spark comments from your toddler. 


he 


Aninal Homes, by E.k.s Davis, ISBN #@-387-182132-86 and @-307-88132-7 (library bound), 
Ages 1-3, Golden Hook, New York: i7os, 

This is a nice littie book Showing well-iliustated aninais if their natural 
nabitats. Tnhis is a favorite of Elana {ff2s- months), Tt has very pleasSing painting 
il1lustrations. +$ possible drawback is on the last page: "Puppies and kittens Iiive 
in nouses with people ilike you." Those who are allergic to animal hair, or 
otherwise feel That such aninals are "outside pets", nay disagree. 


ihe Playground; by farold Roth, TISEN #8-448-1057600-0, Rages 8-5, A babies Love 
Fhoto Board Book, Grosset and Dunlap: 1986, $2.52, 
Sabies who are in the avid-photograph-extaninating stage (around 1-2 years old) 
lixe This ane, The text is sinplie, the photas candid but clear. Multiracial, 


ine Neal Nother Goose, ISEN $526-82456-8 (7), Red HRusky Book; kand ficihailley and 
Company, third printing: 1784, 

ihe lovely classic illustrations by Blanche risner Wrignt conpienent a 
Sgiection of traditional rhymes, Some parents nay, as 1 do, object to one: "The 
Little Girl with the Curl iin the Middle of her Forehead}.” Like Elana's 
£p1SCoOpalian grandmother and great-grandnother, 1 an firmly convinced in ny 
theological position that no nard 
to live with Sometimes, yes, but not bad. When we read this book, I Skip tnis 
FRYME. 


The Real MHother Goose, ISBN $528-82324-4 (?), Blue Husky Book: Rand McNalley and 
- Company, Sixth printing: 1784, 
another volume of the above. TI Skip 'RKock-a-oye-Baby"' in this one. oSoone may 
aiS0 prefer to skip "Little Folly Flanders", in which Folly's nother "whipped ner 
iittie daughter.” | | 
Incidentlys like the other volume, this one has only Caucasian characters. 


Frog and Toad are Friends, by Arnold Lobel, ISEN $@-06-@25375/-3, Ages i and up, 
Listed as ages $-8, but Elana {22 months) and thea (27 
nonths) love it. Harper and kow, 17/79, 
This book deserves the awards it has won (Caldecott and National Hook Award). 
it presents a touching and entertaining picture of friendship, 


A flouse 15 a House for Te, by Mary Ane Hobernan, illustrated by betty Fraser. Ages 
1-8, ISBN #0-670-38016-4, Oversized., Viking Fress, New 
Yorks 1979.  $153+« Ye. | 
This charming rhyming book examines houses, Shelters, and containers. Both the 
words anc the pictures are inaginative and attractive, the cast multiracial. The 
nighly-detailed pictures often contain snall visual jokes. The last line in the 
BOOK iS, "And the earth is a house for us all," 


Our Aninal Friends at Maple Hill Farn, by Alice and Martin Provensen., Ages 1 and 
| up. ISBN #@-574-82125-8, QDversized, Random 
House, New York: 1974, No Frice listed, 
Through words and paintings, this book introduces the animals on the authors' 
real-life farm in New York State. The animals energe as full personalitiies, 
one thing I especially like about this book is its lack of saccharine. GCOne of 
the Cats, Max, "leaves gifts of...chipmunk heads on the doorstep. Not a pretty 
Sight.... But, then, no cats are vegetarians, It's not in their nature." Not that 
there is any particular emphasis on Such facts of natural life; but there's no 
avoidance either, Nature 1s presented more fully and honestly than in mnost books 
for children, 
This is one of Elana's favorites, One of nine, too, 


and Ai55 fe and ay It Againg by Ulyde Watson; iilustrated by wendy Watson, 
ID8N #0-57%-26754-7; ages Þþ and up, Fhilonel 
Books, New York: 1978. - $5.95; | 
7312s delignttui SOOK Of nursery riaynes Sounds and feels traditional, aithough 
all the fFnynes are new, Tine atnosphere 1s familiar and noney, the tone fond and 
nUMOTOUS « | 


EEE EEE EEEEEEEEEE 


SUHE BUGKS I WON'T GET NY DAUGHTER FUR YULE 

AS a Consclentious parent, I try to find ny child books which not only are fun, 
but will help her develop healthy attitudes and perspectives with a minimum of 
nharmftul baggage---especially patriachal, racist, consumptionist, anti-Nature, or 
narrow Judaeo-Christian baggage. 

hence, I offer the following comments on sSone books I was unfortunate enough to 
Buy without reading them first., Impressiconable children, especially toddlers, are 
Very Open and nave no defence, except their parents caring jidgenent, against 
CUitlural garbage. 


4 Little ABC Book, Chubby Board Book, ISEHN #Q-6/1-41342-2, for toudiers. A wanderer 
book, published by Sincn and Schuster. 

This book has very pretty pictures, but it has several items 1 don't want 
progranned into ny Child's SUDMcCONSCLiOUuSsS?: 

"LV 18S far Doctor who makes everyone well" exclusively Supports a worsiniprtul 
attitude toward the conservative nedical establishmnent while ignoring other nealers 
entirely. Incidentally, the doctor--iike alli other Characters in the book--is nale. 

"3 13S for Indians, dancing and prancing."” Yuck! Stereotype fnoiilywood "wild 
indian” here, I'd be Surprised that Native Americans nadn 't conplained, i- 6 
weren't aware that they have many more urgent concerns. 

The "CL" entry has a nissSpeliing, but that's the least of ny concerns. 


Renembering my Own love '(past and present) for Walt Disney s movies and. books, 
i enrolled Eliana in the Disney Book Club, which turned out to be a nistake, 


Cindereiila, book Ciub edition, IS5N $@-394-82552-7 and 0-39%4-72552-1; ages 1-7, No, 
ls in "Disney's Wonderful World of Reaging." Randon House, 1775, 

This way-too-oversimnpilified retelling of the old French folk tale is set in the 
Victorian period, The "good" characters are all sSaccharine, and the "evil" ones are 
too petty to be convincing even in a folk tale context, Tt is notable that the 
original French tale I know features a tree growing on the grave of Cindgerella's 
nother, who advises Cinderella--who is a cardinal, strong character active in 
deciding events in her own life, in contrast to the Disney Cinderella, who 1s a 
nassive, Static character with neither initiative nor power. The Haitian version of 
the French Tale, likewise, features a Spunky character who Speaks to her egun notier 
through an orange tree. Shades (pardon the pun} of Joan of Arc! 

From this Disney version a child is likely to conclude that: 

bood and evil are absolutes,. 

 Feople who look like a toothpaste commercial are good. 

Feople who do not look like a toothpaste commercial are evil...unless, Of 
course, They are too old to be pretty, in which case they re. just conical, 

Girls Should be passive {or even mnasochistic), accepting whatever fate other 
people give Them, TIf they Suffer enough, a handsone prince will rescue tiem...and 
they 11 live happily ever after. 
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Some DObservaticons on the Current Sittation of the CTourtitry 
by Orion Feridot 
(nOT to be Taken entireiy Sericously)/ 


rita nas talked me into writing something for FS, s0 here goes 
nothing. 

The other night while Rita was wondering aloud as to dn SiS was 
going To put 1n the Harvest 1issSue, I observed that if the O1d keiilgion 
were Still being practiced by most of the people, this gi Harvest 
would be a time of lamentation because of the drought. 

I then further observed that they would be calling for the | 
Sacrifice Of a year king soQ that next year's crop wouldn't also fail. 
This led to my Speculation that "Tecumsanh's Curse" was a way of 
enforcing the unknowing Sacrifice of a 22 year king and tat it's been 
deriectied ftrom Reagan by the Same "'Tefion"' that keeps aii other harm 
from attaching to him, and that that is the reason for the drought 
NOW = 

{kita notes that an astroicger we know Says that it isn't ar 
In dian curse, it's a conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in Some sign 
gYery Twenty years, and now Saturn has moved enough that they conjoin 
in a different si9gn.) 


TRANCE, RELAXATION, ADVENTURE 
(I wrote this article for a recent issue of CIRCLE NETWORK NEWS which had a 


Readers' Forum on "TRANCE", They published it. I am quite proud of myself when my 
work is published in a Big Name Publication. ) 


Many books define a "trance" as an "altered state of consciousness". Of course, 
there are many possible different altered states of consciousness. For a person who 
1s ordinarily tense and busy (as so many people are), simple physical relaxation is 
a distinct altered state of consciousness. In fact, physical relaxation is a very 
important altered state. It's good for your health: some people take relaxation 
training simply to avoid heart disease and other stress diseases. It also feels 
wonderful: temporary physical relaxation is the major pleasure offered by :some of 
the commonly abused drugs. 

Furthermore, relaxation is a prerequisite for some of the other altered states 
Witches are often interested in, such as the state called "guided meditation" or 
"guided fantasy" or "pathworking", and the psychically open and receptive state 
used for scrying and other forms of divination. 

Conveniently, these other altered states help relaxation as much as they are 
helped by relaxation, Exercises to improve visualization or concentration improve 
relaxation as a s$side effect. For example, there is a traditional technique of 
meditating by concentrating on repeating a simple mantra, such as "OM" (or "Jesus", 
in Western culture), or by concentrating on being fully aware of one's breathing, 
or by concentrating on a religious picture. Mystics in all the religions of the 
world invented these techniques for spiritual reasons; modern Americans practise 
them on a physician's advice as a means of lowering their blood pressure. In fact, 
the first scientific study of Transcendental Meditation was titled: "The Relaxation 
Response''. | 

However, not all altered states involve relaxation. For a person who is 
ordinarily reasonably calm and stable, paranoid fear and phobic terror are altered 
States. In fact, just because a state of consciousness is altered doesn't mean that 
it's good or useful. 


One trance technique which I consider to be good and useful is guided fantasy, 
mentioned above. This is a special form of what is commonly called "visualization", 
Confusingly, visualization includes not only vision, but sound and smell and taste 
and touch and movement and emotion. Sometimes I say "constructed perception" 
instead, but that phrase also confuses people. Anyway, no one should say they can't 
visualize just because they can't make pictures in their heads. If you can taste a 
ripe juicy strawberry, or fell the touch of your lover's hand, or hear fingernails 
on a blackboard, you are "visualizing". 

If you can't visualize, you can learn how. When I first joined a coven's study 
group, I couldn't visualize, so I practised and practised. The technique which TI 
found most helpful is what Neuro-Linguistic Programming calls "overlap", in which 
you start in one sensory mode and "overlap" into other modes. But IT didn't find it 
effective by intellectualizing, I found it effective by doing an exercise from THE 
SPIRAL DANCE by Starhawk, the exercise called "The Apple". 

Imagine a ripe, tasty apple (or another food, if you don't like apples). Hold 
it your (mind's) hand. Feel its weight, its smooth texture, its coldness from the 
refrigerator, Look at it, and see its red color with darker speckles, its 
interestingly curved shape, its funny little brown stem. Lift it to your mouth and 
feel the muscles move in your arm. Feel its texture and coldness against your lips, 


k 


smell its perfume. Bite into it! Feel the movement of your jaws, the work done by 


your teeth, hear the crunch, and taste the juice. 
Some radio advertisers are experts at leading even the least imaginative people 


into this type of experience. There was a famous radio ad that turned Lake Erie 


into a hot fudge sundae, with no tools but a few sound effects. A couple of years 
ago, Some less famous ads for ome brand of videotape or film proclaimed: "We 
project our images on the only screen good enough for them: your mind." 


If the image that you, guided by suggestive words, project on the screen of your 


mind is not just a simple feast or erotic interlude, but a rather detailed 
narrative, such as once around the wheel of the SCASONS in a particular natural 
place, it's called a "guided fantasy" or "nathworkine" 

Pathworking is a tremendousLy useful ritual technique, With pathworking, you 
can do things that you can't do in ritual theater, such as actually turning into a 
tree for a while and experiencing what a tree experiences. With pathworking, you 
can also .do things that you can do with ritual theater, such as watch Persephone's 
descent to the Underworld, Demeter 's search for her, and their joyful reunion. 

This is not just storytelling (a useful technique in its own right). The 
_ participants use their trance state to actually experience witnessing the events, 
And it has a lot of advantages over actually casting actors to act the story. It 
can be hard to find coveners who can act, who are the right physical type for the 
part, who have time to rehearse., It. can be hard, and expensive, to make costumes 
and props and scenery. And even after you 2o to all that work, the audience 1s 
Still merely audience rather than participants. 

Pathworking can be extremely participative. For example, it's common to do a 
pathworking of going into a cave or under the sea or up to the sky or wherever to 
converse with a VWise Old Man or Wise O1d Woman or Aphrodite or Thunderbird or 
whoever. Each participant has a separate, solitary, conversation with the deity, 
asking his/her own private questions and getting his/her own private answers, 

Even more participative is a group trip somewhere. The leader only starts, by 
reciting the trance induction used by the group. After that, all the people lead, 
by each person sayinge what they see. One person: 'T 8ee a beautiful green - meadow" 
Another person: "IT see it, too, and there's a creek running through RY e  - 
another person: "And there's a rowboat on the creek, Let's get into it and float 
downstream, " 


Sex-Role Stereotypes in Wicca 
(I wrote this article because of a Pallas Society News call for articles on The 


Role of Men in Wicca. ) 


I believe that one Witch may have different role than another, because their 
individual different skills (music, divination, organization), different interests 
(historical research, healing, political activism), different training, I believe 
that the difference between one Witch's role and another's is no more based on 
2ender. than on race. 

Many Witches disagree with me, At one extreme, some Traditions hold that magick 
energy can only flow between a male who is the positive electric pole and a female 
who is the negative electric pole, so a SINGLE ER oroup or a solitary Witch can do 
no magick and little worship. While magick energy can indeed flow between a male 
who acts as positive electric pole and female who acts as negative electric pole 
(and it flows especially stronely if the two are heterosexuals who are attracted to 
each other), my experience has demonstrated that magick energy can flow just as 
strongly between two or three or four women who are good friends (even if they are 
heterosexuals whose love for each other is not erotic). I see no reason why men 
cannot work together the same way. ; 

At another extreme, some feminist Separatist Traditions believe that men are 
inherently domineering and violent and lacking in intuition and spirituality and 
therefore incapable of participating in Mitcheraft. It is true . that in my: life LI 
have met some men who were rotten people, but I have also met men who were talented 
and loving Witches. Individuals differ, one from another. I prefer the theory that 
all-female covens, and all-male covens, are more intimate than co-ed covens because 
the coveners have more experiences in common, The meetings of my co-ed coven when 
all the men coincidentally phoned in sick or were out of town on business trips, 
were especially intimate, so I was dreadfully disappointed when I visited one all- 
female coven and found that it was just like my co-ed coven (when the men were 
there). 

In between these two extremes, many people are Saying: "Of course women and men 
can be Witches, separately or together, but still they're different.” My opinion is 
that the great bulk of the differences between men as a. group and women are a 2roup 


are either cultural, resulting from the way children are raised, or imaginary. 
Speaking of imaginary differences, I have been told that because I'm a woman proves 
that I'm too shy to speak up in meetings where there are men. This would come as 
news to my boss and colleagues at work! The modern women with a professional career 
has the same experience and attitude of competition as a traditional man: the 
modern single mother has the responsibility of being a breadwinner =- a 
responsibility that Maslow, in an appendix to RELIGIONS, VALUES, AND PEAK 
EXPERIENCES, claimed was inherently male. 

There may well be some biological differences psychologically, as there are 
physically, between men and women, but it is hard to believe that these differences 
are as big as the differences between one woman and another. Review GODDESSES IN 
EVERYWOMAN (by Jean Shinoda Bolen) for a remainder of how different different women 
can be, I believe that different men can be equally different. 

I feel that part of people's inability to look at the human being in front of 
them and see that human being instead of seeing some stereotype of "typical man” or 
"typical woman" is because people persist in modelling the polarity of the universe 
as male-female. | 

The polarity of the universe is quite obvious: it's light-dark, hot-cold, day=- 
night, summer-winter, empty-full, active-passive, alive-dead, violent-nurturing. 
(And you will notice that each of those pairs of "opposites" are points on a scale, 
like hot and cold. are both on the thermometer.) Trying to call those polarities 
male and female leads to confusion. One example is when I heard Dr. Toni Grant, a 
psychologist with a radio call-in show, tell a woman caller: "People think 
motherhood is womanly. It's not. Being a mother requires all your masculinity. You 
have to make rules, set limits, discipline your child and protect your child: all 
masculine activities." Another example is in the otherwise excellent DESCENT TO THE 
GODDESS by Jungian analyst Sylvia Brinton Pererra. She writes of Inanna "Her 
receptivity was active.” Translated from Jungian into English, that means "Her 


female sexuality was male." Pererra was trying to say that Inanna's female sexual- 


ity was active, but the symbolism was female-receptive, male-active entangled her. 

Quoting bad examples reminds me of ANDROGYNY by June. Singer, a book which 
started out excellent. Then she spent far too long talking about Kabala, and when 
She finished talking about Kabala, she made some very silly statements. Une was a 
case history of a professional woman who had married a series of weak, dependent, 
unemployed men. After her last divorce, she became a lesbian and settled down with 
a woman who dominated her. Singer said that this woman was homosexual when she 
married weak men and heterosexual when living with a dominant woman, apparently 
using "homosexual" to mean "against sex-role stereotype" and "heterosexual"” to mean 
"in accordance with sex-role stereotype'. 

People can also become entangled in sex-role stereotypes when speaking of Gods 
and Goddesses. I've heard Witches proclaim that the God is all the active and 
agoressive forces of the universe; the Goddess is all the passive and nurturing 
forces. They forget the point Dr. Grant was trying to make: that nurturing involves 
active activity. A mother who just sits there passively doesn't do a whole lot of 
nurturing. | 

Then they claim that the Goddess gives life, and the God takes like.. .and 
Hecate, Kali, and the Morrigan knock at the door. They claim that the Sun is male 
»- olike Amaratsu, Sunna, and Griane. In fact, any natural phenomenon can be 
personified as either male or female. My example is: I was writing a Samhain 
ritual, about the change from Summer to Winter, and I was quite unable to decide 
which is male and which is female. 

For one option, Summer is the fertile growing 'Season, and Winter is barren. For 
another option, Summer is Sunny and active, and Winter is Lunar (long nights) and 
Sits Still and quiet like a blanket of snow. My own private inclination was to make 
Summer male because Summer is attractive, and I am a heterosexual woman. 

I gave up. I wrote a Samhain ritual where the Summer Goddess passed the wand to 
the Winter Goddess, and latter on TI wrote a Beltane ritual where the Winter God 
passed the scepter to the Summer God. No longer distracted by the incidental 


difference of the gender of the symbols, TI was able to concentrate on the real 
. differences between Summer and Winter. 
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Editor: Rita Prince Winston 
Thalassa kai Oros Coven 
254 8, Mariposa #10 
Los Angeles CA 90004 
(213) 480-0366 


Hello, everybody. Welcome to the 
Harvest '88 ish of PS. Particular 
welcome to Coven NMycota, our new 
Sister. The votes were two in favor and 
zero opposed. The Mycotans have started 
right, by giving material to PS (See 
within). I encourage them to continue, 
and all the rest of you to follow their 
example. 


LETTER TO PROTEAN. SYNTHESIS 
from Dana Morgan 


T0ontrary to popular mytholoqQy, at 
least here in GR there is NO suvch thing 
as a Summer $|slowdoun! 

Over the Summer, I have: . taken 12 
units at school, gotten my business 
Settled into a retail location, gotten 
a mail-order catalog together (and to 
the printer soon), added 2 new members 
to the coven, and, even as I urite, 
we're working on a custody situation 
*..e trying to get custody of a second 
Stepson. And presumably the last.... 5 
Grossetts and 2 Morgans makes a full 
house! 


Went North, honeymooning, over 4th of 
July weekend. My hubby took me to 
Paradise... literally! Little town in 
the Upper Peninsula. It gets beautiful 
North of here...ſliich. has lotsa trees 
everywhere, but it's entirely old 
forests, more 8so the North-er you qget. 
Lake Superior is always icy-cold, but 
agate hunting was fun, and we went 
Petoskey-ing at Petoskey. Had a 
wonderful, wild time, Just the two of 
us. Camping out of the back of the 
truck means you can skip the Ko and 
other tourist traps and really see the 
country. It was great! 


At any rate, some thoughts to share: 
*) Mycota receiving PS: Why not? If 
they're cousins, they're cousins. I was 
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made welcome, sight unseen (by anyone by 
Judy + IP). So why not? 

*) Ashta!ar and the. kids columns My 
perception is that very few Proteans are 
algo: parents,  so why: burden the 
newsletter with our kids! foibles? Part 
2 1s: especially when there are already 
Several Zines devoted to the issues of 
Pagan parenting. 

*) And part-3 is. a general bitch. IF we 
set up a Situation, whether it be unable 
Co. Teach our k1ids. our :religion' or: to 
come out to our parents or to qget to- the 
Circle, THEN the responslbillity for 
these choices is .-totally' and exclusively 
OUT own, and the natural consequences 


thereof are not Suitable subjects for 
whining. If your don” t Liks RI 
consequences, CHANGE ThtE UnGICES!: 


Rita here. I am. amazed at how utterly 
busy Danal? and how much she gets done. 
What is Petoskey? I quess Dana's letter 
makes THREE votes for admitting Mycota. 

I think that any Craft oriented 
material written by a Protean is 
appropriate for. PS: (unless Tt Ss 
libellous or boring or something). TI 


think that Pagan Parenting material in 


particular adds diversity to our: topic 
mix. And I was interested in Ashta'ar's 
letter because, tho! not a parent, IT am 
an offspring. 

This is probably as qgood a time as 
any to mention that TI have noe 
SUuqQgestions to make for the problem of 
how to deal with relatives who can't 
cope with one being in the Craft. First, 
I don't have relatives who can't: cope 
with me being in the Craft. Most of my 
relatives are Unitarians or secular 
Jews. Some of them think all religions 
are equally valid. Some think all 
religions are equally invalid. Some seem 
to: think that witch” ts jusT © 
new-fangled word for "hippy". 


Corghiyed on PUUC S 


[Note: When 


| Mycotan Dedication Ritual 
(incorporating Protean ethical principals) 


the Priest(ess) says 'Go to the North (or East, etc.)," the 


Dedicant goes to that quarter and kneels (if possible).} 


Priest(ess): 


Dedicantz: 


Priest{ess): 


Dedicant: 


Priest(ess): 


Dedicant: 


Go to the: North. 


The first vow 1s the vow of Silence. 

This is the vow to keep silent about what must not be spoken 
or: | 

to keep others' secrets as your own: 

to keep the confidentiality of the circle. 

Call the Powers of the North to witness your vow. 


In the Presence of the Goddess and God, I call upon the Powers 
of the North to witness my vow of Silence! 


_— 


[Priest(ess) touches Dedicant's tongue with salt.}] 
Go to the East. 


The Second vow 18s the vow of Knowledge. 

This is the vow to have Knowledge of what you teach, and to 
whom you teach 1t; 

to Know that thosge you teach will use their Knowledge 
ethically. 

How can you Know these things? 

You must s8wear them to the same oaths to which you are now 
being SWOrn; | 

You must Know them well enough to have reason to trust their 
oaths. 

Call the Powers of the East to witness your vow. 


In the Presence of the Goddess and God, I call upon the Powers 
of the East to witness my vow of Knowledge! 


[Priest(ess) smudges Dedicant with incense. ] 
Go to the South. 


The third vow 1s the vow of Will. 

This 1s the vow to include the Will of any person whom your 
magic affects in the magic itself. 

How can this be done? : 

For the small magics, or for those that stand in a place, you 
will include a provision in the magic for it to be null unless. 
1t shall be accepted and activated by the true Will of its 
Subject; | 

for specific spells and Workings even on a person's behalf, 
you must have that person's express consent in language. 

You: -WA1LS 0o no magic that 18 baneful, coercive, or 
manipulative. 

Call the Powers of the South to witness your: vow. 


In the Presence of the Goddess and God, I call upon the Powers 
of the South to witness my vow of Will! 


[Priest(ess) passes Dedicant's finger through candle flame. ] 


Priest(ess): Go to the West. 


urth vow is the vow of Love. ; 
— the vow to be sure that all your acts which flow from 


the Craft will be done for Love alone j 
for Love, and never for money; 
for Love, and never in barter px or 
ve, and never in barter Ior SerVices, 
on _ | Love which forms a bond between people, and to Spread 


Love in the World. : 
Call the Powers of the West To witness your VOW. 


In the Presence of the Goddess and God, I call upon the Powers 


Lcant : 
mT of the West to witness my vow of Love! 


[Priest(ess) sprinkles water on Dedicant's head. ] 


Priest(ess): Stand in the Center. 


You stand in the Center, which is the place of Spirit, a2 LI 
place of Choice. Have you freely chosen to take these vows: 


Dedicant: I have. 


to the God, and to the 
1 declare, to the Goddess, and : 
hoon of all the directions, that (Dedicant's craft name) is 


a Dedicant of coven Mycota! 


Priest(ess): 


LET TER TO PROTEAW SYV THESIS 


Dear Rita et al: 


| decided to write this while I was typing Valerie Voigt's book reviews for 
last i1Sh and Rita mentioned that there were some other things I night want to 
conment on so0 I'm reading the entire nailing, I don't ugually. 

I think that the Mother Goose Rhyne: 

"There was a little girl, who had a little curl 

"Right in the niddle of her forehead. 

"When She was good, She was very very good 

"But when She was bad, she was horrid.” 


refers to the girl being disobedient when it talks about her being "bad" rather than 
about her being evil and many children that age are disobedient and when they are 
they can be "horrid®. It's not particularly surprising that Mother Goose Rhynes 
Should have only Caucasian characters. There weren't a lot of non Caucasians around 
Europe in the Middle Ages, when they were written. 

Your Synopsis of the-Cinderella book Sounds like the Disney movie, which is not 
unreaSonable to expect of a Disney book. Also Disney was promoting and :1dealising 
the American Middle Class lifestyle of the late forties, fifties, and early Sixties. 
This cones through in Cinderella partially in some of the things you complain about 
in that book, | 

The- Scene you describe from Banbi Groxs Up is also straight out of the novie, 
as I remember it that scene is the Second or third from the end, 

You started this section of reviews by commenting on your adniration (past and 
present) of Disney's work. Baged on these reviews I'd Say that you are probably 
being nostalgic about your memory of these filns from your Childhood and you haven't 
Seen them very recently, 

As research for this letter I dug out ny copy of Felix Salten's Banbi to look 
up the fight scene between Bambi and Ronno. In the book Bambi has known Ronno all 
his life and the fight takes place in the niddle of the book, Chapter 12 of 25, 
Father than near the end and his father is nowhere to be Seen, though he does run 
into "the old stag" in the previous chapter. 


Orion Peridot 


VALERIE VOIGT DISCUSSES BORN AGAIN CHRISTIANS 
a letter and the resporse reprinted from Pagane #30, Ostara '36. 


The following was written to ne as POWSIG coordinator, and I answered with a 
personal letter, which I an also exerpting. | 


When you. Say that your family are "born again" Christians, do you mean that 
they weren t always Christian? I was raised Catholic and rebelled against the 
church at an early age --- it never nade sSense to ne then --- all the rules. The 
occult scared ne, though, especially when I was confronted by Satan in the flesh, TI 
uess you'd think I was nuts, It was no big deal I guess, but 1 still sort of cringe 
when I recall some of ny experiences, 

SuSle, Oregon 


Dear Susie, 

My famnily were Christians all along, in the sense that they believed in the 
Christian God and the Christians teachings that Jesus was the fon of God, and $so 
on, and they went to church. "Eorn-again,"” however, 1s a technical tern applying 
primarily to conservative (not necessariily fundanentalist) Protestant Christianity. 
Protestants do not have absolute monopoly on the term, as the Catholic charisnatic 
movements Share both the term and the experience to which it refers. EFBeing "born 
again' 1s the word used in these groups for the individual's singqular experience of 
accepting Jesus as his or her personal Savior, It involves: 


1) Confession of Sin, and explicit recognition of one's inherently Sinful 
nature and Separation from God; this includes the understanding that the 
individual is doomed to go to Hell unless Saved from it by expiation of all 
Sin, past present, and future {this is what a Christian means when Saying, 
"Jesus washed my Soul clean"). 


Recognition, explicitly stated, of Jesus of Nazareth as the sole Son of God, 
the Christ who died IN ORDER to expiate the sins of humanity --- the Savior. 
(In virtually all casses, it is assSumed as a corollary that acceptance of 
this particular doctrine is the only valid Spiritual path, and that all 
other paths and religions are "false" and wicked.) 


True and sincere opening of the individual's heart, asking Christ to live 
there. 


The entry of Christ into the heart of the individual. 
the direct experience of Divinity, and this is the most crucial part. 


I cannot presune to speak for all Christians (or probably ANY since I am not 
one), but this last experience is usually pretty earthshaking for the 
person. A warn wave of sensation of pure Divine love washes over and: 
through the person, often with a literal "washing" feeling, as the Christ 
enters the heart of the person and shines there with Devine light. The 
feeling is strong, sure, and heady --- often intoxicating in a literal way. 


That is, as I understand it, the essence of what it is to be "born again" as a 
Christian. 

Examples of prominent "born- again* Christians are Billy Graham, Senator Barry 
Goldwater, Jerry Falwell, and Ronald Reagan. Social and political conservatisnm tend 
to correlate highly with the "born again" branches of Christianity, but the 
correlation is not absolute. In casses where they do coincide in one individual, 
the political/social stance and the religion are usually SREIAO OT CELL linked 
together by the individual. | 

As I said, I am not a Christian. I cannot agree with premnise #1 (that humanity 
is inherenfly sinful or evil), I feel that any defect in the product is the 


reSponsibility of the manufacturer, not the product. Nor do 1 see anything 
undesireable in most of the activities that Christians ſand their Bible) call 
 "ginful.” To accuse Ultinate Divinity with having stacked the deck the way the 
Christians say it 1s Stacked, appears to ne, rather slanderous; it. demeans Divinity 
ethically as well as sSubverting Divine power. 

My own perception 1s that humanity is an integral part of Nature, just as a fox 
is. A fox kills and eats a rabbit; is the fox sinful? No, it is just a fox. It is 
following its own Nature (its own Tao, if you want to use nystical terms), Is a 
horse better than a fox because it eats grass instead of other animals? No, it is 
just a horse, following its own Nature. EFoth are part of the Balance of Nature, the 
harmonious dance of the Universe. | 

I am a Witch. TI honor the O1d Gods of Nature, and 1 feel ny own connection to 
Nature, and what I do arises from the way I understand that connection. 

The Divine love that the Christian feels upon acceptance of his Christ 15 not, 
tt turns out, solely the experience of Christians. 

Divine, is at the root of all mystical experiences. This, rather than any 
particular doctrine, ES the 2SSence of religion, all religion. Not everyone 

but every religion has a central place for it. 
Divinity, it Seems, embraces all, in Spite of different people s efforts to restrict 
tts activity! 

You mentioned having met Satan in the flesh, and being frightened of him. I 
have net him, too --- I was startled, but not frightened. I told hin he did not 
belong in ny world, and to go away; he reached for ne, and the floor seened to drop 
from beneath my feet. Angry, I blocked his reach and said, "NO NONSENSE. BEGONE!" 
And he was gone. He has never returned. I could call him back (certainly I have no 
wish to), but 1f I did I would not have trouble banishing him again. He 1s not part 
of ny world. 

The way I view it, Satan (at least the Christian Devil --- I say this to 
distinguish him from a reported Baltic fire-god of <£imnmilar name --- Sathanos --- and 
physSical description) is, like so many Spirit-entities, an egregore. An egregere 1s 
an entity which began as an imagining, and which became more real as different 
groups and individuals put more psychic energy into it by believing/focussing/ 
thinking about it, until it has actually taken on an existence of its own. 
Certainly, Christians have put a lot of energy into believing in their Devil; but 
Since he 15s the product of the human imagination, he 1s therefore subject to human 
Will. This 1s certainly consistent with my experience. The hitch, however, 15s 
KNOWING that: a person who thinks s/he 1s powerless before an entity has, by that 
belief, abdicated their own strength and surrendered. 

A rather nice book on magical theory, easy to read, is Real Nagic by P.E.L. 
Bonewits, Creative Arts Book Company, paperback. It discusses egregores (calling 
them by the author's own tern, "switchboards") pretty competently. 

The occult is definaitely NOT for everybody --- natter of fact, or obably not 
for most people. Especially the ones who dabble --- it isn't a place for dabblers. 
Too easy to get into trouble. 

If, however, you Should ever find yourselft facing the Christian Devil again, 

y Ou Mould be able to deal with him okay; just Say, "By the power of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, I banish you!" or words to that effect. After all, part of the Devil's 

nature and definition as an egregore is that he is subject to the Christian God as 

personified in the Christ. If you were still a believing Catholic, I naight Suggest 

that you call on Mary the Mother of God instead, since She is $so much more familiar 

to me: Witchcraft honors, before all other Gods, the Goddess; the Mother of All. 
Regards, Valerie Voigt 


ECLECTICISM: A PROTEUS TRADITION TRADITION 


Like many other people, I became involved in the Craft because I was searching 
for Spiritual and mystical meaning, iy first experiences in the Craft, however, 
were within a very traditionally Gardnerian coven, Every Sabbat, every esbat, 
every ritual of any kind, were read by the HPs and HP out of the Book of Shadows. 
Word for word the same, every time, The HPs' attitude seemec to be, "Gerald | 
Said it, I believe it, and that settles it.'" BO-RING!! Protestantism with no 
clothes on! But every once in a rare while I'd feel a stirring of genuine 
Spiritual meaning (usually when the HP refused to stick to the script), and I. 
Stayed in the coven, hoping for more, 

The coven membership dwindled, and we sought other groups to join; in the 
process, I had the. extreme good fortune to be accepted by Proteus. Here was what 
I'd joined the Craft to find! Instead of the same two people reciting the same 
Stuff over and over again, I participated in an astonishing variety of rituals 
planned and performed by many people with different approaches to the same events. 
In a word, eclecticism. 

This eclectic spirit, which is probably the core of Proteus! teachings, gives 
me (and, I assume, other Proteans and Proteids) more opportunities to experience 
many kinds of mystical/mythological/spiritual/psychic transformations,” I've 
learned about Hindu, Norse, Greek, Arabic, Chinese, Celtic, and African myth- 
Symbols, and felt different emotional responses to each. I've danced around the 
Maypole many times, and each Beltane was from a different point of view. And 
then there are the teaching Circles; not Sabbats, and not exactly traditional esbats 
either, but a way for different coveners to share a particular. area of expertise 
with one another, or to present some personal favorite religious experience in 
a way others can participate in. I've priestessed my share of Sabbats (I'm doing 
this Samhain, in fact), and T've presented teaching Circles of my own (and in 
partnership with coven sisters and brothers). And I can't wait for the next 
Circle, to see what surprises my fellow Proteans will come up with this time! 

Of course, not everybody is thrilled with everything. When, say, Night Rainbow 
does a Circle incorporating Sufi chanting, TI might really "get into” singing the 
chant, while, say, Noonday Sun feels weird chanting in a language he doesn't 
understand. Some of my own rituals have been real dogs--you can't win 'em all. 

But one thing it never is, is boring, 

Cleindori and Daystar, of course, s&t up Proteus this way for the purpose of 
teaching, and it's succeeding beyond their wildest dreams. We all learn from each 
other, all the time, and it's exciting and s8urprising and FUN!!! While other covens 
of the Proteus lineage may stick more closely to the BosS (as is their choice), the 
eclecticism at the root of Proteus! teaching is precisely what gives them the 
background to make this choice. IT have a line I can use to sum up how I feel about 
the eclectic Proteus tradition: 

"Religion is kinda like bread--it's better for ya when it's homemade." 


Ashta!'!arArthura 


*If you don't already know, go look up who Proteus is and what he's famous for, 


PROTEAN SUPPLEMENT for Samhain '88 Pallas Society News 
by Rita Prince Winston 
Famtliars 

I've lived with cats all ny life, My mother's cat, Foggy, slept in ny cradle 
before I was born. I now live with two cats, Nandy and Obi, whom I adopted at an 
animal Shelter back when I was a dedicant in a coven's training grove. Nandy and 
Obi are nembers of the family, but not familiars;: they show no more interest in 
human magilck and religion than in other human eccentricities, like reading and 
crochetting and Typing (i.e. they sit on the books, lie on the knitting, walk on the 
keyboard, and chew the alter tools). I didn't need to specify "human"; they chow no 
interest in any nagick, not like ny previous cat, Cindy, who demonstrated great 
Skill in Such feline nagick as teleportation and levitation. 

I've arranged to buy a snake. I 'I11 let you know if it grews into a faniliar. 


Coming Uut of the Broom Closet 
I've never been in the broom closet, I ve been a weirdo all ny life and it was 
never Secret, so when I becane a Witch I never thought of keeping that secret, 
either. [1 wear a pentacle necklace whenever I leave the house, In $i1x years, the 
only bad result has been three tines fellow pedestrians Shouted anuse at ne, calling 
me a Satanist, This compares favorably to three times fellow pedestrians chouted 
abuse at me, calling me a "kike"', and untold hundreds of tines both pedestrians and 
notorists have Shouted abuse at me because I'n female. 

Our hard-working editors asked for stories. Of all the times people have Seen 
my pentacle and started to converse, gquardedly at first and then more 
enthusiastically; of all the times I ve Seen a pentacle on a stranger s necklace and 
Started a conversation, guarded at first and then more enthusiastic, no network has 
ever resulted, When I took a Tarot class at a city college, 1 noticed a classmate 
with a pentacle necklace and introduced mnyself. She attended a Lanmnas celebration 
at ny house and I told her about the upcoming first Harvest Moon Festival, but now 
ue only See each other at harvest Moon Festivals, 

There are two people at work who each had exactly the cane conversation with ne 
on Separate GCcasStions, <tach noticed my pentacle, glanced suspiciously around the 
room to make Sure no co-worker was listening, and started to whisper to ne, first 
asking leading questions. Eventually they decided that I'm not an I-don't-know-what 
and told me about their favorite channels! OUne of these two joined a Tarot network 
I told him about, 

The other day ay freemate and I went to the Natural History Museum. HWe stopped 
at the Membership Desk to pick up some brochure or other, and the volunteer asked 
whether my necklace meant anything. We ended up conversing for almost half an hour, 
mnostly about what's the best place to buy crystals. 

However, Sometimes I wish I were in the broomg closet. Then I wouldn't have to 
worry about how ny behavior reflects on the Craft. For example, when I lase ny 
temper, I feel quilty afterwards because the people who saw ne lose my temper will 
think all Witches are bad tempered. 


Open Letter to Tarotstar 
Dear Tarotstar, | 

I don t think I know any Witches who object to magick or to occult stores., TI 
think it 1s possible that the Wicca publisher you complain of doesn't object to 
Spellcraft or occult stores, but does want to publish only material that views Wicca 
as a religion. You have a right to practice spellcraft without religion, I have a 
right to practice spellcraft and religion despite your 3jibes, and the publisher has 
a right to chose what he/she will publish. 

As for your claim that a person can only learn ethical spellcraft by first 
doing curses, that's analoguous to claiming that a person can only learn to be an 
ethical citizen by first committing murder. Killing or injuring a person by 
Spellcraft 1s just as unethical {for just as ethical) as killing or injuring a person 
by handgun. 


X 


ihe kole of Men in Wicca 
{ agree with all the writers last 15h. [ Gelieve in co©- 

leadership, and 1Judgtng recpie by their merits not their gend | G v4 
bit gifZapgotnted oy the lack of diversity. There could have been an 
all-aale covens Gr groups ang what benefits they give nen uno night 
Gf co-ed covens)., There coulg have teen an article about all-tenmale 
nen Shouldn't feel offended at them, There could have been an a: 
aGout whether he'd had trouble adjusting tc a religion where the nain Sy 
Deity is feaale, There could fave been an article by a woman about 
nave taught her about the forned Lord, Ur about the Goddess, 


CI. 


[5 

| 

NM + 1 
fr FE 
1 
in 
pt 


. 
* It 


(hb un 
i 


0:3 
<M 


+ Mm 
<C BB :Q: 


members 


21 

4 

'N 

od + 

mM 

fooned 

In BI Am 
< Oo 
8B 


E 
_ 
Au 
r+ 


Wind 
15 a very popular friztec god, The first part 
Geautiful green fteathers, and the fecond part, 
it ts therefore usual to call Uuetzalcoatl the 
TEOCHS wears the wind jewel as a necklace nendant; ine 
Gf a Sea Shell, snhowing the <Epiral pattern. When TI 
he 1 heidi that this iS because it you hoid the 
to your ear you can Nfheg the wind, 
S0 IND that. this word quetzal also means precious 
=06 Puet:ialccatl 1s also the Frectious Tin. Who nis 
ECoatl, the Wind Serpent, thecoatl, the Storm 
means wind, ehe very Iogically means Storm, ang 1t 
« Flying in the air, to have feathers. 
makes Sence to think of the wind a Shake, EHoth are iong and Ilinoiess, 
SINUDOUS, Cold, and Strong, Robert braves mn I admit 1s not a reiiable Source) 
wrote that Italian peasants represented the & {the rot wing out of fAfFiCa 
that Bl Gus the Mediterranean and nakes people crazy} as a coiled-serpent. 
gEYEeRn 1+ the Ita Hi neacants didn't actually make a connection between winds and 
Shakes, Graves ta reEpected poet) did. 
It also makes Sense to nake a connection between winds ard 
Starters, it's the fame word. "SoSpiritt® mneans "breath", nao irat ind 1s breathing 
in, drawing air into your lungs. Expiration is breathing out, pushing air out of 
your lungs. Fecople who breathe can get "winded," can get their "second wind." 
Think of the winds that blow at Samhain. They ve been biowing for awhile, gut 
now they howl around us in the dark. Thefe are <spirits riding the winds: ghosts, 
dead leaves, wild hunters, Seed pods, rain clouds, voices who Speak of the past and 
the future, voices invisible who can peak through masks, black mirrors, the 
patterns oft Smoke and fire, Listen to the voices when you =scry, a Samhain 
tradition. Let the winds bring your dgead for a reunion visit, a Samhain tradition, 
Look death in the face; cry at endings, loss; cry in terror: work through to 
rebirth, like the snake Shedding its Skin. Thank the Wind Serpent who brings the 
clouds; thank the Cloud Serpent who spills the precious tears of water that let the 
earth grow green jewels, green feather leaves, green Serpent (tems, green plants, 
Thank the Serpent Dress Lady, Mother Earth. 


Con TWwUteh FRO PA&E L 


Second, I can't cope with my relatives as it is. They don't mind my religion, 
but they do mind my weight (heavy), my career (computer programmer), my college 
(Bryn Mawr), and my housecleaning (non- existent). The older ones used to like to 
tell me that I was growing up to be just as bad as my mother. In my early twenties, 
it dawned on me that I didn't love or like or enjoy these people, they were 
aggravating and not interesting, and so it struck me as automatic to delete them 
from my reality. The only blood kin I even speak to nowdays are my mother and my 
brother. 

So you can See why I am not thrilled to read statements about how onenalt 
created the situation and should change it. It strikes me as being true to some 
extent, but within limits. Some situations do involve real things (which tend to 
be intractable) and real people (who tend to have free will of their own). The 
s8ituation is chosen by them as well as by us. | 


FRY TT EN 


Editor: Kita Prince Winston 
ThalasSsa kat Oraos Cover 
£34 5, Mariposa #1Q 
Los angeles CA 7JO004 
(215) 480-2566 


LEST 15h I consed, $<o there were two 
1s} #7s, $s0 this is 1s #11, This 1s 
the Samhain 9Ua9g ish., Since PS #0 was 
dated Samhain B37, this 1s the 
anniversary 1i5sue, I would have liked 
tc give you a large and 1mpress ive 
annisSn, But it Seems that one year of 
FS has Grained all the writing energy 
tron the Frotean Community, Not very 
mUCN material 18S being Sent me, <£tven 
I mnyself an not writing very mRnuch 
naterial,. 

I must thank Eluki bes-Shahar, 
wh 0 SENt Mme guotes @t 
filiers. Fillers indeed! 
tha ro 


are 


Lately I've been thinking about 
nurricanes. First there was Hurricane 
Gilbert. It et a lot of hemispheric 
records for things like nost 
dgestructive hurricane, highest wind 
Speed, and lowest air pressure, and 
1t took an absolutely straight path 
across the Caribbean, I watched that 
unnatural and 1impossible path on 
television and became convinced that 
Gilbert 1s the result of three years 
of absolutely everybody working for 
Fain and2E praying for rain for the 
Midowestern drought. Well, we got rain 
- when Gilbert crashed into Mexico, 
it turned into downpours all the way 
North to the Canadian border - but we 
got our rain and Mexico and Janapa 
paid the BF1iCe. 

Then Hurricane Joan was even 
weirder. It took a gue straight path 
across the Atlantic, hitting Central 
american countries which are never 
nit by hurricanes, killing people and 


doing Jdamage.: [t crossed Central 
america and entered the FacCittTiCcs 
where it changed its nane, 1+ I heard 


"Xhg- radio correctly. to Tropical 
. Storm Miriam. And in t the hurricane 


Sea5S0n Supposed to be over by this 
t1neg | Gf vear? 


The Midgwuestern drought, by the way, 
Started ne wondering about the proper 
Pagan response to a blighted harvest., 
The movie The wicker fan must Nave 
nad very effective cinematography, 
because it {and not newsreel footage 
of the Dust Bowl) Supplied the 
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Blight, Remember the Scrapbook with 
the photos from each year s harvest 
Festival, Showing the Harvest Queen 
in her white dress standging by a huge 
pile of overflowing crates of 
3pples, ang the latest phato Showing 
last year s Harvest Queen Standing 
by a sSnall pile of crates containing 
- few Shrivelled apoles each? 

Obviously, the first way the 
SUmmnerislers responded to a blighted 
harvest was to celebrate the Harvest 
Festival anyway, biting down their 
fear and disappointment in order to 
act joyous, thanking the gods for 
bounty and carefully not mentioning 
the inadequacy of Said bounty. 

Is that sort of behaviour Pagan 
Fealisn and contact with Nature? 
Would it have been more proper to 
follow Orion Feridot's Suggestion and 
hold a Harvest Lamentation instead? 
The etiquette columnists would 
d1Sapprove horrendously Of 
complaining because £someone {Mother 
Earth) had chosen not to give a 
voluntary gift. 


For everyone who only believes in what can be measured: 


When science is presumed capable of solving 
all the toubles of life, 
Science assumes the role of, and is no better than, 
SUperstition 


For the man whom no magic will charm may, in the end, 
find himself by means of a darker sorcery, 
upon a desolate shore.” 


Loren Eiseley, The Star Thrower 


*The acceptance of the supernatural is a widening of our grasp of the universe, 
its own numinous quality, 
which the man who sticks to daylight fails to grasp, 
for the universe itself is as Supernatural 
as the great white whale.” 


EiSeley, The Lost Notebooks of Loren Eiseley 


*... Whenever a myth has been taken literally its sense has been perverted; 
but also, reciprocally, 
whenever it has been dimissed as mere priestly fraud or 
Sign of inferior intelligence, 
truth has slipped out the other door.” 


«...the Spontaneous impulse of the spirit to identify itself with something other than itself 
for the sheer delight of play transubstaniates the world— 
in which, actually, after all, things are not quite 
as real or permanent, 
terrible, important, or logical 
as they Seem.” 


*It is, in fact, only those who have failed [in the capacity for play], 
one way or another, in their manhood or womanhood, 
who become our penny-dreadfuls, 
our gorillas and baboons. 


JoSeph Campbell, The Masks of God: Primitive Mythology 


*.-.SINCe the rituals of the ice age hunters...we had kept, Some of us, | 
the memory of the perfect circle of compassion from life to death and back again to life. 
The completion of the rainbow of existance.” 


Eiseley, The Star Thrower 


*It is very Seldom that 
the same man knows much of science and about the things that were known 
before ever Science came.” 


Lord Dunsany 


DANCING YOUR POUER ANIMAL 


Michael Harner is an anthropologist who studied Jivaro Indian shamanism. He wrote a 
book, THE WAY OF THE SHAMAN, to tell the rest of us how to do it. Harner explains: 
"To perform his work, the shaman depends on special, personal power, which is 
usually Supplied by his guardian and helper Spirits... . The quardian spirit is often 
a power animal, a Spiritual being that not only Serves and protects the |shaman, but 
becomes another identity or alter eqo for him.... The fact that a person has a 
guardian spirit does not in itself make him a Shaman. As the Jivaro point out, 
whether an adult knows it or not, he probably has, or has had, the aid of a 
guardian Spirit in his childhood; otherwise he would not have had the protective 
Power necessSary to achieve adulthood....To a Shaman It is readily apparent that 
many Westerners have quardian spirits, as evidenced by their energy, good health, 
and other outward manifestations of their power." 

Harner explains that one's individual quardian animal spirit is unified with 
the entire species to which it belongs, so that the |shaman possesses the power not 
only of a bear or an eagle, but of Bear or Eagle. The power animal can appear in 
animal or human form, but it helps the shaman to shapeshift into the animal form, 
as well as telling information to the shaman, and lending him raw power. Dancing a 
dance with the movement style of your power animal is a way of evoking (or 
invoking) your animal spirit. It is also pleasant for the animal spirit, who enjoys 
physical exercise in a physical body. "Dancing your animal is an important method 
for keeping it content and: thus making it reluctant to leave you." 

One of the brothers in my home coven devised a ritual which combined Harner's 
Shamanic methad of dancing your animal with traditional chants from European Witch 
trials. First, after we cast the Circle, all the coveners go into trance and issue 
an invitation to all the qood and helpful animal spirits, inviting them to dance 
with us tonight. Sometimes we played songqs like Charlie flurphy's "Call to the 
Animal Spirits". Then the animals come into the Circle and look us over. From the 
corner of my eye, I've Seen the animals walk through the Circle and sniff at the 
people. Quits a number of &s | iS 8 Licked my facs, or 
lain down on my feet, or rubbed its furry head against my hand, in |siqn of having 


chasen mee. 

Then each person takes a turn to come into the center of the Circle and dance. 
The dancer holds the rattle. The priest/ess bangs the drum four times and intones: 
"Thou now into a (name of animal) shall go, with joy and dancing and little woe. 
Thou shalt qo in the Horned Lord's name, aye, and come home Safe again." The person 
then dances, with movements directed by the animal. When one person dances, the 
other people in the Circle can often |see the animal with their physical eyes, and TI 
find it remarkable how often I recognize the animals, from having seen them while 
they were looking over the Circle. 

The animals who have chosen me include a GCalapaqos Tortoise, a Snake, a Unicorn, 
and a Cougar. The Tortoise left me very aware of the lightness and flexibility, 
even flightiness, of my human body, while the Snake was frustrated at my lack of 
Sinuousness, and the Unicorn was hungry to eat flowers. 

When the animal is done dancing, the dancer looks at the priest/ess and shakes 
the rattle four time. The priest/ess bangs the drum four times and intones: "We 
thank you (name of animal) and et you free. Return to human, and blessed be." 


FRY: 4:-8-@-N 


Editor: Rita Frince WInston 
Thalassa kai Oros Coven 
284 5, Marinooga FLQ 
Los Angeles C6 PAR 
{215) $8Q2-80356 


"This is the Yule '23 PS. Nextich will be the Oinelc '89 i55ue, if I receive enough aaterial (I already have one article and Sore 
noens), The reacon there is a Yule isue is berause Judy and ffhta'ar refponded to ay threat not to even publih a tule 15h without 
aaterial. Thank you, Judy and Afhta'ar, 1 wich a Happy Winter to those of you in teaperate zones, Have fun building Snownen, and | hope 
vou don't have to dig your cars out too often, Here, I believe that the Rainy Season has finally, blessedly, Started, after being delayed 
far too long by a high pressure zone and a low presure zone that got together to give us too nany days of 309 teaperatures and Wildfires. 


Contemporary Winter Solstice Cus toms 
or, "AII I Want For Christmas Is The Sun God Back" 


December is probably the easiest time of year to be openly Pagan witnout 
completely coming out of the broom closet. For 3ome reason, out of all the 
ancient seasonal festivals, the Winter Solstice fire/sun traditions have lasted 
as "Christmas folk customs', Hannukkah, too, is obviously a Hebraicized fire 
festival. AILl the popular customs of the season are symbolic ways of getting 


= Son fccd's ire retorn. Those Lights oo the Christmas tree were originally 
little bitty candles in little bitty holders that clipped onto the tree branches 
(yes, they did cause uncountable tragic fires). If you have a fireplace in your 
home, you probably burn a Yule log; if you don't have a fireplace, maybe you 
Serve Yule Log cake, or serve plum pudding with flaming brandy. Or you light the 
candles on the menorah, or put fake candles in each window of your house. And 

the wonderful thing is, you can do all these things without anybody getting 
SuSpicious about your religion, You can even display a large, ornate pentagram, 
if you tell people it's a Christmas star. (I made a lighted one for my house. ) 

Perhaps it's just the feeling that winter is never going to end that (on 
some Subconscious level) keeps the Winter Solstice customs alive through the 
centuries, Certainly, with darkness falling around 4330 PM in New York, it 
Seems logical to do sympathetic magick to bring back the Light. (The cross- 
religious meaning is intentional; in the Middle Ages, the pun on Sun/Son born 
at midwinter was used extensively). But it's just so much fun to be able to 
celebrate Yule (it's even used as a Synonym for Christmas!) with our own symbols, 
right out in the open with the Jews and Christians. 

We might as well wallow in it while we have the chance. Get a nice big 
evergreen tree (still green when other trees look dead), and cover it with bright 
Tights and glittering decorations. Light candles and log fires, or at least enjoy 
flaming desserts. Drink wassail ("was hael", or "be healthy'"- a sensible toast 
during the colds-and-flu season), sing old songs (or write new ones). Don't 
forget the mistletoe (boy,. is that ever an ancient pagan custom!) and holly, but 
remember that the greens must be out of the house by Candlemas. Give gifts, get 
together with family and friends, party hearty, and show the Sun what to do. 
"Hang a Shining Star upon the highest bough, /And have yourself a merry Winter 
Solstice now," 
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"WARNING 


I write this in November '88, after the American elections, after the victory of 
Likud in the Israeli elections, after Maggie repealed some of the traditional 
rights of Enqlishmen (freedom of speech and the right not to incriminate oneself). 
Wordsworth would be Shocked. Remember VYordsworth? He wrote that grand sonnet about 
"It is not to be thought of that the Flood of British freedom... . should 
pPerish....Ue must be free or die". He also wrote the one about "The world is too 
much with us", which every Pagan should hurry to read before the Fundies ban it. 

Looking at the trends of world politics -- in the USA, such things as the 
Religious Right, Satanism hysteria, cult hysteria, child abuse hysteria, drug abuse 
hysteria, AIDS hysteria, increase in racism on college campuses, increase in 
incidents of anti-Semitic violence and/or vandalism -- I expect that most of us 
reading this will live to see the rise of a Nazi-type regime in the United States. 
This 1s a prediction, not a prophecy: I have not done divination, nor do. I have a 
message from the gods. But I expect that the whole mixed bag of us will be taken 
away from our homes and jobs, put in concentration camps or possibly executed 
outright. Pagans, Witches, "cultists";, anarchists, socialists; "liberals", 
libertarians, feminists, recreational drug users, civil rights. advocates, free 
lovers, Jews, homosexuals. They might do it on excuse that we are alleged drug 
users (drug hysteria). They might do it on excuse that we are alleged homosexuals 
or promiscuous people (AIDS hysteria). Things might get so bad that they don't need 
an excuse, Jjust admit outright that they're imprisoning and killing us for being 
"1iberals" and "humanists". 

Everyone who 1s reading this is out in the open and identifiable as a Pagan 
Sympathiser. If you are on mailing lists, you may use an Outer Court name and a PU 
box, but the government already knows who rents all the PO boxes. If you read zines 
on a friend's subscription, you should know that when they take your friend away, 
they will ask all the neighbors whom her associates were. The same for attending 
coven. meetings at a friend's house. If you think you are a competent person, 
capable of fleeing a police state, I suqqest that you prepare to do so. Don't 
panic, keep your home and job, but have a contingency plan. Keep your passport up 
to date, keep gold under a rTrosebush in your garden and silver coins 1n your 
mattress, keep your antennae alert to know when it's time to run, and read the 
papers to know where to run -- you wouldn't want to jump to an even more repressive 
Country. 

Meanwhile, maybe if you all join me, we can put a fairly complicated verbal 
mesSsage out on the astral. "To all the Witches who are not in contact with us, to 
every new sister who has just discovered that there is a name for what she's 
believed all along, to every solitary who is practising a tradition handed down in 
his family for generations. If you choose to remain hidden, hide well. Pretend to 


be what you are not and conceal what you are. We are asking this as a favor to us. 
Save your lives for our |sake -- some of the hidden children of the Goddess must 


Survive, So that the religion will remain." 


A young Jedi's motto: 


Life goes Seeking change, it does not wait for it. 
Eiseley, The Lost Notebooks of Loren Eiseley 


Overheard, muttered by Luke Skywalker in his later days, after being interviewed by yet another historian 
with yet another fresh new viewpoint on the fall of the Empire and the motives of those who caused it: 


We knew for what we fought: 
Life, life for the purposes of life, and is that then so small? 
Eiseley, All The Strange Hours 
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Movenent, the New amAge - and tne fLratt - instead of 3&1 ft gegqual TO 
_ feelings E=Ti16; SUpPerLior to thought. ; 11nk, feel" 
=Cang a Slogan, and < the title of a popular sonc. 


there are tow primary 
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our lives. ea truly effective persaon will A. ; FUNCTIONS: 1 
the appropriate balance. 
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gl ement as maglc. we Silt 1n the cent anG Graw ON 
SACT CGcluartler as MngeoJtgeytl, as ws Create Our Own L1Ives 
polytheiets, We Rave avallag. TC Ss many Images (t 
MAaNliTtESTLINGgG each uUNctions of mind, teaching u 
tne TUNCEL ONS Of ML are equally cacreg. 


NMOChing in Craft tradition tells us that one ar” RE 
than anoOtner . Nothing 1n pesychology tells us at = mental 
TFUNCTLONn is Real thisr than another. SO 2 THANK: Wwe * TO be 
TFEeatlng emotional LNpUT with come Criticai connon Sgense, neither 
RRARFLN 1: MF altiownling lt. to: overpower  otner.- forms. 1NPLUET . 
EEE :S ILO00kK -a Little nore closely: 


Feople coming cout of ti Cough "ONE? © MoOvenrnkt. 24 IT am 


ONE , tend © beiligve a0S0LUutely geveryo6ooy, under 1 vUTELY 
all circumstances, nas tie right to rank Whatever they are 
Feelings are to be treated with utmost respect, never 

d1Scounted. Nobody Should ever be told "you snoulon't 


WAY . 
BUT we do not TIN | or the need to:-act 
those feelings. Fi 4 6 LE, «1 thaw [ may always have the Fight 
to reel angry, only the Circumstances cold ever Jjustifty 
Violent behnavicr. LE | Seven always appropriate to excpress 
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elevator, L understand that ths is a Social rFitial and my Fesponse 
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the job. 
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| bi thout Eupport, we may conceal them 

tom OuFrsel ve : may - I_ think: a coven usually should =— 
decide to be one 


Not all covens will choonse to work this way. 
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ihis is not to Say that 1 think anybody :' od be required @<@<t5 
Share painful F#teelings with their coven. Uther things muUsSTt come 
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PRIESTESS OF ALL GODS? 
Aphrodite did something very nice for me, and I owe her a thanks offering. If I 
were living in a PaleoPagan culture, this would 'be easy: I would qo to the local 
temple of Aphrodite and pay a priestess fifty bucks to kill a couple of pigeons in 
my name. (Later, the pigeons would be served for dinner at the priestesses' 
communal mess, so non-vegetarians need not think that I advocated cruelty to 
animals.) However, even the fragmented Pagan culture I live in is NeoPagan, not 
PaleoPagan, $so each of us is supposed to be our own priest/ess and priest/ess of 
all deities. This is two problems for me. The first problem is about giving an 
offering: sSuppose the offering were a material object. To simply destroy it strikes 
me as vandalism, but to give it to a good cause would be an offering to the good 
cause, not to Aphrodite. No. If IT am my own rTitual specialist, my offering to 


Aphrodite must be a ritual. The problem is that Aphrodite is not one of the deities 
I've worked with in the past, and I have very few ideas about what kind of ritual 


Sshe would likee 
[In the intimacy of PS, but not in my column in PSN, I will specify that the 


Teason that I hitherto have not worked with Aphrodite is that she and I. have been 
quite hostile to each other. Wait before jumping to conclusIions, all you armchair 
psychoanalysists. I don't object to sex -- there are plenty of deities of sex 
besides Aphrodite. I don't object to love -- there are plenty of deities of love 
besides Aphrodite. I don't object to beauty -- there are plenty of deities of 
beauty besides Aphrodite. I object to the fact the female conventional physical 
beauty is a marketable commodity (and I don't have any), which is one of the four 
main things that Aphrodite is in charge of. The other three are 1) sexual lust, 2) 
infatuation, obsessive limerance, which takes over a a person's life and makes 
himir miserable and sometimes drives himir to suicide, 3) conventional romances: 
flowers, Valentine's Day, etc. | 

To answer two question people have asked me, yes I am quite sure that I am 
dealing with Aphrodite, not Venus, Freya, Oshun, Branwen, Lakshmi, or the generic 
Coddess. This is my intuition. And-yes I am quite sure that I owe a thanks 
offering. Not only do I pride myself on D2ayingq my debts, but I share the PaleoPagan 
fear (disapproved of by NeoPagans), that if we do not show proper gratitude when we 
receive gifts from the gods, they will take them away again. 

So what I have been doing is thinking about what kind of ritual to script, and 
meanwhile lighting candles to Aphrodite, each with a prayer that says basically 
IOU. 

And meanwhile, I have been wondering if my little personal experience is 
relevant to the large Pagan community. Are there priest/esses among us who have 
been called to serve a particular deity? Do they answer the call, or are they too 
Swamped with seasonal celebrations and coven leadership? If there are priest/esses 
of particular deities in our community, how can the rest of us benefit from their 
expertise -- and what can we do in exchange? 

I fantasize a network of priest/esses of specific deities. They would belong to 
various covens, where people called to be priest/esses of all deities would take 
care of the seasonal celebrations. They would counsel, lead rituals, and teach 
apprenticeship classes, in the service of their particular deity, for people in any 


of the covens associated with the network. 
I am neither a priestess of a specific deity nor (at this time) a coven member, 


but if no one else wants the job, I volunteer to be co-ordinator of this network. 
Write: Rita Prince Winston, 254 So Mariposa F10, LA CA 9000s, 


An older Jedi motto: 


See everything, 
Overlook a great deal, 
Improve a little. 
Pope John XX[Ill 


A VERY PERSONAL BOOK REVIEW 


THE HEALING OF THE GODS: The Magic of Symbols and the Practise of Theotherapy 
Peter Lemesurier, Element Books Limited, Lonqmead-Shaftesbury-Dorset (England) 


I would rather not recommend this book, because I don't like it, but I am afraid 
that I am finding it useful. Why don't I like it? Well, I. don't know this author, 
but he seems to object to feminism, homosexuality, religion, the occult, and any 
attempt to change society. He claims that the Classical Greeks portrayed every 
possible archetype of human psychology, with a clear statement of its needs and 
wants, as Some figure (a qod or other character) in their myths. This strikes me as 
a very larqe claim to make on behalf of the Classical Greeks. He claims that, by 
careful study of the myths, he has made tables and charts of character in the 
myths, the archetype it represents, and its needs and wants. This strikes me as a 
very large claim to make on his own behalf. : 

The book begins with an explanation of how the invention of lanquaqe destroyed 
mystical identification (an experience probably better known by its French name, 
participation mystique), which was a well-written but disappointing way to begin a 
book I had purchased with such high hopes. | 

He then went on to explain that all our neuroses and psychoses result from Some 
archetype in our unconscious minds strugqaling to make itself felt -- these 
archetypes being the "qods". He points out that the original Greek work "therapeia" 
meant "worship", and recommends attending to the: archetype instead of trying to 
extirpate the neurosis. This is not precisely a new idea; I read RE-VISIONING 
PSYCHOLOGY by James Hillman many years ago! Hillman, inciuritally, used a phrase 
which is often quoted by many people, including me: "ITt'is a comfort simply to know 
gt which altar: to sacrifice"”. hn | 

This thing is, until I read Lemesurier, I thought Hillmgn's phrase was only a 
rhetorical flourish to refer to Rumplestiltskin syndrome:” the conscious mind's 
tendency to feel more comfortable and in control when it can pin a name on an 
experience. I never fully realised before that Hillman meant it literally. 

| He didn't mean that it is a great comfort to have a name for a problem (altho' 
it is). He didn't mean that it is a great comfort to read some stranger's exact 
description of what you had feared might be your unique problem (altho! it is). He 
didn't mean that the conscious mind could use willpower to rationally choose which 
gods would be healthy to worship. He meant: honor your neurosis, experience your 
archetype, and wait very, very patiently to see what opportunities for healing and 
growth it is bringing you. 

Lemesurier has great faith in the ability of the archetype to signal its need 
to the conscious mind. He says you need but read through his tables and charts, and 
the Tight mythic figures will pop out at you. I think this is a great deal of 
nonsense, except that when I Tread through his tables and charts, an appropriate 
mythic figure did pop out at me....Excuse me, I must finish this review and run off 
to Trader Joe's to buy the right color candles. 

[In the intimacy of PS, the right color candles are grey and black, and the god 
who popped. out at me is Cronos. Lemesurier struck me as right-on when he pointed 
out that Cronos, in castrating his father Ouranos, was the new: young generation, 
and the change inherent in the natural cycle, displacing/destroying. the old, but 
Cronos, in resisting his own overthrow, demonstrated how the person who fears death 
and change thus becomes stubborn, bitter, weary, and depressed. Lemesurier's 
recommendation 1s that the person visited by Cronas should learn to accept change 
and recognize that death is a natural part of life. First, this gave me to remember 
Saturn in the garden/prison of Mabon in THE MYSTERIES OF MABON, and later I 
realised that this all ties in to Erishkegal in DESCENT TO THE CODDESS. ] 
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Spirit Warriors, by Devin O*'Branagan C(Focket, 1989) 


— 


It's not the broom closet we're in, it's the sceleton cocloset:s vet another 
novel gympathetic to the Lraftt, marketed as "horror fiction", I don't uGually 
read horror fiction at all (freal life has more than enough violence and fear for 
ne, thankyouverymuch), but I picked this one up from the upermarket shelft, j1ust. 
to look at, because the cover illustraticon reninded me both of Iroquois False 
Face nasks and Pacitic Northwest native art. Leafting through it, I found Navanho 
and Hopi medicine practices, Celtic inelsh) Fagqanism, and nodern Witchcraft, all 
Bortrayed as the enemies of evii! ras with Whitley Strieber's Catmanic, T dion rar 
thats I wasn't going to let the fact that the book was labeled "horror" 
nefceggsSarily put me Off, 

Eriefly, the plot involves an astrological conjunction that occurred on 
February 0G, 19%6:J, and the belief that a child born on that date will be either 
the moving force of the age of RrqQuarius, or the antichrist bringing earmageddgont. 
There are two Supernatural children born on that date: the daug<GonhTter of the 
Mother Goddess, and the (son of the Devil. as they grow to adulthood, they and 
thetr regpective allies (or worshippers, or Slaves) approach a final battles 
between Good and Evil. On the side of Good are the Hopi and Navaho cacred 
teachings, the Welsh Goddess-worshippers, and a Vietnam veteran who has 
conquered his alcohol habit. A psychically talented Gypsy woman and a coven of 
Contemporary Witches become unwitting cervants of the Evil One, but manage to 
change Sides ;just in time. The outcome of the battle is influenced by the 
W1i11ing Sacrifice of a valued leader ("the King must die'y. T won't give away 
any more of the plot, except to ay that Good ultimately triumphs. 

It's a very powerfully witten book, and the author obvyiocously did her 
homework; she is as accurate about the Craft as he is about the Welsh, Gypsy, 
and Native American beliefs and practices. Oh, there's plenty of gore for the 
hard-core horror readers (the Evil One draws power from sadistic and violent 
Sextual acts), but the nastiness is not the main point of the book, Is the author 
> Witch? I don't know. (I susppect she isn't a Gypsy or a Navaho.) | 

I heartily applaud this book, and I certainly uwge you to read it, but TI 
do have to wonder why we're Still relegated to the category of "horror"; the 
Skeleton cloget is Still a cloget. Eut I'm very glad that Witches have finally 
become the "good guys", rather than being relegated to the "Kosemary's EBaby" 
Sort of horror tory. Remember, they're Gelling this otuff in swupermarhl:el@s, 
rF1g9nht next to the romances, Westerns, and Jackie Collins. So at least one 
Segment of the general public is learning to view us favorably. Tt's a tart, 


—=Aghtaararthura 


DIANISNM IN A NUIT-ShELL 


Recently, 1 got back in touch with ay teacher after nearly tvo years and 
dropped a couple of boabshells on her: I had changed gender identity and had 
cone together with two other vogen to fora a Dianic coven. When the initial 
Shock wore off, Rita Sent ae a coaplete run of Protean Synthes1s and a 
Solicitation for this article. 

Several years ago I Subscribed to Several Stereotypes regarding "those 
peculiar Dianics*. They vere thealogically unbalanced, they hated aen, they 
denied that aen had Souls, they vere all lesbians, they couldn't spell (in the 
orthographic Sense; no one has yet accused Dianics of inability to vork 
2a91ck), etc. etc. when 1 cane together vith ay covensisters, I realized that 
these notions vere at aost partially true and Song cases vere patently false. 

| believe there are only three valid generalizations that can be aade 


-- - about Dianics: 1) We are all feainists. 2) Ne all look-to the Goddess(es).. 


far acre than to the God(s), 3) je are all eclectics. Note vell that there 
are plenty of non-Dianic feainist Hitches, non-Dianic eclectics, and non- 
Dianics who are priaarily Goddess-oriented. There are also doubtless a good 
aany feainist, Goddess-oriented eclectics who do not choose to call thenselves 
JDianic, In ay own case I use the "If 1t quacks like a duck, 1t probably 1s a 
duck” arquaent, as vell as the fact that ay HPS learned the Craft as a Dianic 
and runs Dianic rituals. 

Sore of the Stereotypical generalizations I can disniss out of hand. [| 
don't know of a Single Oianic who denies that aen have Souls, Even 7 Bucc:2st 
doesn't believe that piece of tripe anyaore! It 1s true that Dianisa 15 
oarticularly attractive to separatists, and aany Separatists actually hate 
nen. Many Dlanics are lesbians. Sone a1s5pell vords like "voaan', voaen", 
"sgalitarian®, and "holistic* on purpose. Not all fit these, however, and [ 
think that 7 Budapest in ter younger, or Spiritual boab-throwing, days 
represents an extrene and 2 saall ainority. There are a nuaber of nales 
involved in Dianisa, and Some of those are aen (NB; I ue the teras "aan" and 
*"voanan* to indicate gender identity, that 1s, how one's heart, aind, and/or 
Soul are confiqured, I use "aale" and "feaale* to indicate physical sex, that 
is, how one's pluabing 1s confiqured. I hope this dispels confusion. 1. 

Thealogical and aagickal iabalance 1s not $so easily disaissed and needs 
to be addressed further, as that is the aost valid objection that thoughtful 
ditches have to Dianisn. The apparent 1iabalance cones from the Dianic 
eaphasis on Goddess-vorship, often to the coaplete exclusion of God-vorship, 
This upsets aany Witches! sense of polarity balance, The resolution of this 
apparent iabalance lies in the consideration of other polarities than 
Sexual and/or gender as the priaary polarity. There are indeed aany other 
polarities to consider: true-false, life-death, dark-1light, rational- 
aystical, creation-destruction, order-chaos, and good-evil, to nane but a fev. 
one probles with the aasculine-feninine polarity 1s that there is a strong 
tendency to express all other polarities in teres of it. The Chinese vere 
particularly fond of this, and aapped everything they liked into the yang 
$1de,- and everything they disliked or feared into the yin Side, the 
. patriarchal no-accounts'! 

One thing I have discovered 1s that if you look hard enough, you can find 
goddesses to fit both ends of aost polarities, Song even occupy both ends 
Slaultaneously. Inanna, ay aatron goddess, 1s a good case in point. She is 
the Suaerian goddess of love, var, visdoa (which she won in a drinking bout'!), 
adventure, the heavens, the earth, and even of death (in the quise of her dark 
aSpect, Ereshkigal). A very busy lady indeed 1s Inanna. At this point 1t 
vecones largely a aatter of personal preference rather than of polarity, 


STAR LADY (Secular version] 


tune: Earth Mother, by the Jefferson Airplane 


earth Mother, your children are here, 
R15Sing from the sand-plains, 
earth Mother, your children are hers, 
Flashing through the starlanes, 


cagea vas INCE Ur Cradis 
414% dlankets of green and 5lue, 
Now WE Stand, grown and atie 
T0 reach for what ve view, 
carth Nother, tc. 


we 5;and as Strong, young people. 
The Lady's taught us to fly. 
A1th a Song and a «1ss for cur Yother 
42 leap 47 into the 5ky, 
cartn fdother, 2tc, 


ve r1Se to greet our Lady 

Awaltlng our joyous 2arace, 

30uls Shrove of darkness, for hen 

The Ship lifts, all debts are paid. 
Star Lady, your $15ters are here, 
2i5ing fron the sand-plains, 
Star Lady, your brothers are here, 
Flashing through the starlanes, 


Out burst the children of Gaea 
into the the fathonless deep, 
Learning true names of the places 
Found as our hone ve Sweep, 

atar Lady, etc. 


4e'1l Say hello to our neighbors; 
Our loneliness shall be gone. 
ve recognize no division 
Of Space that no one ovns, 
Star Lady, etc. 


whether one chooses a god or a goddess to occupy a particular place in a 
ritual, 

No Dianic 1 know of denies the existence of the God. Indeed, fe gets 
aentioned as the consort of the Goddess vith sSoae frequency in 7 Budapest's 
HOLY BOOK OF WOMEN? S MYSTERIES, which is close < thing as there 1s to a Dianic 
version of the Gardnerian Book of Shadovs. He is there, and Sonetines ve vill 
invoke Hia, when it is appropriate. He aakes His ovn path, and ve follow our 
own, and when they cross naturally ve honor Hig and do not avoid Hig, We also 
do not force the paths to cross siaply to lend an artificial balance to a 
ritual where none 1s really needed, 

Now that 1 have spilled a good deal of ink over what Dianisa 1s not, I 
Should now Say a few words about vhat it 1s; a aovenent of feminist, 
eclectic, boddess-oriented Witches, 

Feainisa: This covers a vast aultitude of virtues and Sins. I do not 
think the sterectypical radical lesbian separatist 1s as conmon as 1s 
believed. Moderate to liberal feainisa 1s probably far aore common, even 
agong Dianics. Certainly ay own coven contains no separatists! There are too (TYING 2008 | 164T 
nany nice aen out there, even though Surveys have Shown that 707 or aore of 
all nen are potential rapists. The nice ones are found among those who are 
not in that repulsive aajority; you just have to look to find thes, One of 
the places you aight find Such nice aen is in Dianic covens! Gone are aixed 
groups, at least soae of those of the branch founded by Morgan McFarland. ?y 
own 1s Sonething of a aixed up group, 1 Suppose. ifſhile ve do not currently 
nave any aen in the coven, tvo of the three of us vere born aale and st111 
tave original -equipaent pluabing. The Soddess and our MPS accept us 
unreservedly as voaen. 


tunes Living Rood Light, by the Zinks 


The wine's on the altar, the incense 15 Saoxing, 
The candles are furniag 56 bright, 

The Priestess 1s ready, it's fine to begin, 

30 ve turn off the living roon 11ight, 


LE : : ”. i & NN Your Cizcle's an obloigd, you're not really centered 
eclecticisas If there is one diciug of 7 Budapest's that wears repeating . # PD - ppt ha | 3 *_ : 
4hen 5xyclad you're reaily uptioiht, 


to everyone in the Craft, and which gets folloved by aany, 1t 1s "hen in - Te 
doubt, invent." Dlanics tend tovard creative ritual, draving from any and all —S ag goed , mo on Bi: Pe 

; ES . | F513 we turn off the living rooa 119it. 
possSiule Sources, | have yet to See a Dianic equivalent of the Gardnerian 
Book of Shadows, nor do 1 ever hope to See one, 

Goddess Orientation: I've discussed this at Sore length while talking 
avout polarity. There are Soae vags vho have Said that Dianics are nothing 
but aatriarchal aonotheists. I tell you three tiaes: The Dianic Goddess 1s 
NOT Jehovah in drag! The Dianic Goddess is NOT Jehovah in drag! The Dianic 
Goddess is NOT Jehovah in drag! A auch closer analogy vould be that Dianics 
have taken the Classical pantheon and reclaiged aost of the roles. This, 
too, 1s oversiaplifying, but it 1s not nearly as vide of the aark as the vsual 
criticisa. At Sore point I nay write up a long exeges1s on the Diantc 
goddess, but not here. My ovn personal involvenent with Her cones from a 
great feeling of coafort 1 do not find elsevhere. She feels right. 1 have a 
great deal of difficulty accepting knovn rapists (aost of the Olyapian aales 
zre ii.is, Specially Zeus, Hades, and Pan!) into ay personal pantheon, IT also 
feel a personal vocation fron the Nother; it is rather incongruous to ae to 
eabrace a aale deity vholeheartedly when the Goddess cones to ae and calls ae 
ner daughter. This goes doubled, redoubled, in pentacles, and vulnerable for 
lovers of voaen. 

I hope this little discussion of Dianisa-in-a-Nuitshell has proved 
enlightening to you. It is not a path for everyone, but it is a valid path 
for Soae, and in considering 1t I hope that you can now ignore the garbage 
that has been put forth in the past as "data" regarding it. 


Ay ritual's rotten, ay canes are 3: cracked, anc 
MY Subconscious 1s a real fright, 

But you don't have {fo See ae the way that 1 an 
TL3l we furn off the living roog i1ght, 


Our tfrust 1s iaperfect, our love's rather banal, 

The Cady nust think veſre a Sight, 

gut ve don't have fo See ourelves the way that ve are 
Till we turn off the living roog 119it. 

Ch, ve don't see gurselves the way ve really are, 

Till we turn off the living rcon light, 


Inanna Seastar 
Birdsnest Coven 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR (from the Editor) 


I am not entirely happy with Judy's article about Protean ethics. I think it 
contains some overgeneralizations, as well as confusing the ideas of a group taboo 
and of a general ethical principle. 

General ethical principles are, by definition, binding on every person (at 
least every person within the same culture). Let me amplify that thought a little. 
General ethical principles are binding on every decent person because that is the 
definition of a decent person, and every person Should attempt to be a decent 
person because that is the definition of "should". In this forum, I think I can 'use 
"refrain from committing rape" as an example of a general ethical principle. 

Of course, all us Proteans are decent people: we refrain from committing rape 
without having to wear any oath about it. But suppose- we took the spirit of Judy's 
Statement "By our ethics you will know us" and defined Proteans as Witches Who 
Don't Commit Rape. That definition is either an absurdity or quite an insult 
against Witches of all other trads. The reason why saying that Proteans are Witches 
Who Don't Commit Rape is a true statement but a lousy explanation of what it means 
to be Protean is that general ethical principles, applying to all decent people, do 
not distinquish one decent person from another. | 

Therefore, there is a basic logical flaw in claiming "by our ethics you will 
know us" and simultaneously claiming that our ethics are universal principles, 
binding in themselves and not just because of an oath, binding on all ethical 
people and not just binding on the people of whom they are supposed to be a 
distingquishing characteristic. 

This logical flaw could be avoided by simply admitting that the Protean oaths 
are group taboos rather than universal ethical principles. This admission would 
also avoid a tremendous amount of arqument about whether specific tabooed actions 
are REALLY unethical. 

For example, in the rule against "selling the Craft for money", we don't even 
have to touch the-whole vexed question of full-time clergy and building funds. Ve 
can merely ask whether collecting royalties from writing a book on Witchcraft is 
unethical. It is? Why should the writer give the publisher a free gift of all the 
profit from her own labor? It isn't? Well, then, it doesn't make a whole lot of 
Sense that it's okay to accept payment for writing one's lectures in a book and 
Selling the book, but it's not okay to accept payment for saying one's lectures out 
loud in person. 

I myself don't seek payment for either lectures or writing (because I'm an 
amateur? because I am oath-bound?), but I find it impossible to justify my position 
against accepting payment on any ethical ground except that I am oath-bound and TI 
keep my word. Let me say that clearer: no one has yet convinced me that money 
changing hands is inherently evil. | 

Then there is the issue of magick without consent. I don't attempt to defend 
curses any more than I attempt to defend physical violence, and I don't attempt to 
defend love spells (and the like) any more than I attempt to defend fraud, but 
there are areas which are more debatable. 

One is self-defense. I don't think it would be very useful to put wards on my 
home which contained a loophole, so0 that the wards would prevent people from 
entering my home to steal my property and rape and murder me, EXCEPT the wards 
would have no effect if the guy didn't consent to them. 

And there's community defense. All magickal work to stop a currently active 
rTapist, protect people from being killed by drunk drivers, or bring about world 
disarmanent would be either forbidden by this rule or required to be done in a 
manner which would make it have no effect. 

And of course there's healing. I find Rev. Rosalind Bruyere's argument that it 
is unethical to deny healing energy to needy people just because they haven't 
requested it to be just as persuasive as Judy's argument that it is unethical to 
Send healing energy to people who haven't requested it. 

These are issSues to which there aren't any tidy, satisfactory answers. 


Cautionaries: 


*Americans are notoriously concerned more 
with verisimilitude than with truth. 
They are gossip-mongers, collectors of scandal, thinkers on rumor, 
and manifest a childlike belief in any story, 
no matter how incredible or outrageous, 
SO long as there are enough 'facts' inserted 
to give it credence.” 


Daily Telegraph, England, 
17 Feb 83 


*The greatest enemy of any one of our truths 
may be the rest of our truths.” 
William James 


*One can always bravely defend one truth. 
When contradictory truths multiply, 
one is forced to recognize a certain mockery written into the very fabric of nature.” 
EiSeley, All The Strange Hours 


*We all have our truths, Luke. All too often they depend on one's point of view.” 
Obi-Wan Ben Kenobi, The Return of the Jedi 


In protest of current trends: 


A Satisfactory human life... 
is possible only if proper respect is paid to all three world 
ſof Work, Prayer, Carnival]. 
Without Prayer and Work, 
the Carnival laughter turns ugly, 
the comic obscenities grubby and pornographic, 
the mock aggression into real hatred 
and cruelty. 
Without Laughter and Work, 
Prayer turns gnostic, cranky, Pharasitic, 
while those who try to live 
by Work alone, 
without Laughter or Prayer, 
turn into insane lovers of power, 
tyrants who would enslave Nature 
to their immediate desires — 
an attempt which can only end 
in utter catastrophe 
W. H. Auden 


This curious world we inhabit is more wonderful than convenient; 
more beautiful than it is useful; it is more to be admired and enjoyed than used.” 
Thoreau, 1837 Commencement Speech 


P'ROTE AN 


Editor: Rita Prince Winston 
Thalassa kai QOros Coven 
254 $S., Mariposa #10 
Los Angeles CA 90004 
(213) 480-0366 


Hello, everybody. Welcome to the Ostara 
'89 ish of PS. 


ARTICLE FROM DANA MORGAN 


One of the great lacks in the Tarot 
Spreads I've $seen is a sense of causa- 
tion, of 'how and why did we qet here?! 
Oh, there's the 'past', usually an 
influential event or two, but most 
Spreads are desiqned to provide insight 
on the future. This spread is desigqned 
to provide insight into causes. It 
looks like this: 


13 = 
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There are two optional "what next?" 
Spreads for cards 13-15: either fan 
Shaped for 3 choices, or linear for 
weeks/months progression. 

The meanings of the positions: 
1 & 2: The crux of the matter. Can be 
read as central conflict. 
3,4,59: The positive aspects. 
6,7,8: The negative aspects. 

9: Air of the matter 

10: Fire of the matter 

11: Water of the matter 

122 Earth of the matter 
13-15: The fan -- | 
The choices arising from the situation. 
13-15: The line -- 
What's next? Months/weeks 


This Spread is useful for exploration 
and introspection. 


SN: I-15 # 1 & 


A note on the negatives: 'up' is towards 
the center, not the perimeter. And spare 
me the mystic "negative is the womb 
-dark-gowth time” crap -- this is the 
plain old shit-happens downsice. 

In the belief that knowing the causes 
helps us correct our Paths -- I hope 
this is helpful. 

In light -- 
Dana 


The Editor (Rita) would have put Rita's 
latest PSN essay here, but the computer 
ate it (after the hardcopy had been 
mailed to PSN). You aren't missing 
anything you haven't already read: it 
was a rigqorously polite defense of 
Eclectic Mythology (much shorter than my 
article with the, alas, cute title GODS: 
THE MELTING CAULDRON), written as a 
reply to a new PSN columnist, Tarotstar. 


LETTER FROM DANA MORGAN 

"Summer Slowdown -- no Such thing. TI 
worked and went to school. Fall came, 
and I tried to do school full-time, but 
had to drop back to part-time and work 
when fiance's job became a problem. 

Scheduled a Jan 1 wedding, but had to 
move out in Noavember when I discovered 
his son (14) had molested my son (3). 
Got the infection treated, got the whole 
story, and then we split. It's been 
hell. 

But my Stephen has been therapized 
and is happy again. We're prosecuting 
the 14-year-old for criminal s$exual 
conduct. 

And I'm working full-time, and 
preparing to leave for full-time school 
in June. Going north to Ferris State U, 
to major in Accounting. Am up for. some 
scholarships and a full-ride Pell grant 
++ «and I'm scared of not having a Steady 
paycheck, but I need to finish the 
education, so we're going. 


Please do publish my thanks to various members of the "ron Tan 
thoughts and workings and letters and calls have made the differenc 


I. = - = = _ ras = = ag £95908 = 's ch c S : - op : 5 £ . n : 4 : a - : . co - f : c l : : U _ aq . 
| | folks -- every 
WE CO ne Nitto totercunt - Ps y= Bae he gens nag 
=” Shag _ 7”: MT. 2 -pRS: 91 to the Editor. Thank you, 
= | rip enr_LaER of oy _ find ho DES 
1 system in which can sla . 

= ww. 
=” mane : 1 m nice or usefu 
_ Py jo vp | pris NG at alll, I have 
Found that sometimes a quick, sharp slap on the hand will strongly discourage 
Te eo onsibility for LG _—_— p _—_— 
= EE ics _—_ DE a initietes?; by 
_ RT. One porcine er a -- learning to take trouble as 
a learning experience, without immediate retaliation, is a necessary lessone 


? 
, inion. Anybody else out there have one 
So, folks, there s my op y wo EE 


Dana 


GODDESS BLESS THE 1455 
tune: God Bless the Grass, by Malvina Reynolds 
' f 


voddess bless the lacs who lives in the aan. 

ne Shuts her in a closet to forget her if ke can, 

ut closet walls are thin, and the lags breaks rough 
fo valk in radiant beauty in the world's full view-- 
oddess bless the Lass! 


Soddess bless the dress that the nan vould vear, 
ne Shuts it in a closet to forget that it is Lere, 
But the wonan in hin vakes, and the dress JOES ON, 


She aakes herself up pretty, and the aan is Jone-- 
ooddess bless the lass! 


boddess bless the las who can Stand and 5a), 
"I feel 5o 5veet and loving; a girl I an today." 
A dainty woman now, in her frills and lace, 


She Salles at all her sisters, and her joy fills Space-- 
aoddess bless the Lass' 


ooddess bless the lass who's a lady fair, 
Who always 15S a woman, no natter what 5he WRArS. 
In trousers and Shirt, She's a girl inSide, 


and when She's vearing dresses, her love Spreads far and wide-- 
ooddess bless the lass! 


-” 


--Copyright (c) 1997 by Deirdre Jackson 


WARERE DECENT FEOFLE DIFFER - the case for Specific ethics 


In the Oimelc, '8%7 issve of Frotean Synthes:s, Kita c<eems to be 
Saying that behavioral guides come 1n two and only two varieties - 
group taboos and general ethical principles. On this basis, she 
puts the "Frotean commandments" of "we don't force, we don't charge 
and we don't tell" into the category of a Set of group taboos. D50 
now IJ get Eto say that I think kita is oversimpliftying. What can I 
Say —-— we muSTt Both of. us Jjust -love complicating things. | 


I think group taboos are directives people follow for what 
appears to be no particular reason, simply as a condition of group 
membersnip. otuff like "we don't eat pork” or 'we always dress Ain 
warm colors. khen you look a little closer, apparently trivial 
customs like that are very effective in maintaining group identity. 
The more restriciive of behavior they are, the tighter the bonding 
they promote (kashruth observing Jews may not eat 1in other people's 
nMomes:; this strrongly Odiscourages out-group ftriendsnips). 


FO groups that want a tight boundary, it's actually better 1f 
the rules that maintain identity have no ethical basts, go that the 
Deople left outside are not inclted and so that the senge of 
"USNESS"' 1s as little as possible polluted with feelings of 
SUpPeriority. rnd although the group will ussvally miss a member who 
chooges to leave, no harm is done and no extra pain caused wher 
s/he buys a blue coat this year. 


General ethical principles are” thoge that define all decent 


pbeopble 1n the SGCClety. Rita 1s correct in Saying. that a subgrounp 
that defines itselftf by general ethical principles incults all other 
groups by implication. If we are the Witches Who Don't Commit Rape, 
tnen presumably others are the Witches Who Rape. (maybe there even 
are ome, but let's don't get into that right now.) 


[Come to think of it, I believe that "we don't tell" actually 
18S a yeneral ethical principle among Witches. For CONEraStT, 
cConslider the mores of the vScience Fiction Far community, which 
pblaces no value at all on personal privacy. | 


But "we don't charge' and we don't force” fall 1nto-:a Enhiro 
category. These are qguestions on Which decent Wiccans can and do 
diSagree. Andras charges; Moose does workings without permiss lon. 
They are two of my best friends 1in the Craft, certainly more than 
Just decerit. Nor OCvo T1 want anybody simply agreeing to these 
Fes ictions as they might agree to wear only red, as a condition 
of group membersnip easily dropped it they later leave the group. 


Because I think that my vear friends Aandras and Moose are 
miStaken, much as I trust their good faith. I think there are good 
Feasons not to charge. and not ton force, reasons that can be 
explained and understood. I think that "we don't charge" and "we 
don't force” are positions that can be adopted from belief rather 
than from Simple affiliation. 


Frinciples adopted that way and reinforced by oath will Stick. 
They are binding in a way that a group taboo is not. They are 


Binding even if the individual leaves. the  QFOUD. Have y Ou 
honcaidered that in later years, many Eleusinian initiates converted 
to Christianity, and we Still don't know exactly what went on in 
the rites because even the converts did not tell? That's the kind 
of binding I'm talking about. | 


Rlthougah:- I tantt Say that we don't charge": ang we don't 
force” are definers of decency, although decent people differ, they 
are what I believe. end I believe our magic works, SO what we O00 
MATETErS . It is  uwrely my right to share ny skills only with people 
who hare my beliefs. Since we added the dedication ritual that 1S 
very overtly the way it works in Froteus Coven. 


For those of you who joined the family before it was a matter 
of Formal cath - well, it was always a matter of informal teaching, 
as you know. So, while I cannot oathbing you retroactively, I can 


nMopDg2s. 


I'd like us to be better than decent, and I'd like the wiole 
community to know it. Yes, by our ethics they shall know us - and 
by our competence and our creativity and our dedication. 


In The Spiral Dance, Starhawk raised a questicon that nas 
challenged and inspired me all these years. She askted what 1t WOLUL 0 
look like to have an ethic based on pride rather than guilt. TR1is 
is what it looks like. I'm proud because all of you have given me 
FEeas ons. 


DEIRDRE AND DANA 9/23/97] 


Jance with ae, Jana! The China Cat Sunflower 
Bubbles and jingles in aidnight Sun free, 
SOuncing, embracing, the twain of us racing 
On Down-Under bheer and what was in the tea, 


Dance with ne, Dana! For Lost Johnny's out. there, 
he's braving the change-winds, the robots and all. 
Full out all 5tops now, we'll dance £111 ve drops now, 
And do a Space Ritual at Mountain Grill Hall. 


dance with ae, Dana! The blessings of Eris 
Flive-fold now Surround us, our airth will not die, 
Hagbard's a ride for us, Dillinger died for us, 

50 dance with ne now *neath the Pyranid's Eye! 


--Copyright (c) 1987 by Deirdre Jackson 


AFHRRODITE: lover of us all 


I must have really needed the push. Lady ktnows ['ve read .'rtuftft 
before, even Stuff written by Rita, that hasn't set me off on a 
week long reading Jag. I muUst. have been hungry, real, real nhungrFy, 
and not even Enown 1Tt. 


Maybe I wasn't the hungry one. Maybe She was Fungry for some 
Fecognitio at last. I never realized how great a role She has 
played in my life. I never much acknowledged her. I suppose I might 
beg forgiveness, exicept that She is the Lady of This Moment -- and 
bearing a grudgoe 1s as alien to her as any other ftrozen emotion. 


mphrodite. The So-called s: goddess. The Flayboy bunny of 
O1ynpus. How blind I was! How bling we are' | 


I et off to write a "resource qguide' for kita - to review the 
Various materials about Aphrodite that I fave aroind the house 
{mostly on the unread shelft, but you know about the unread shelr). 
What I learned snhook me. 


Culture blind. Through all the long years of the Greyftace Era, 
our culture has given us just two models of serxtality: repressed or 
COFFUDtE. The VIEgLin or. the Whore. The good. oirl or the ' tramp. Wwe 
Here taught that ﬆe; was Sc dangerous or evil that only the mosrt 
Severe restrictlion could render it Safe. We were taught that only 
SS S500 trammeled could be blessed. Se: must be either dammed or 
damned. 


Bnd then came the Esixities and ou rebellion. But SU 
Fevolution, as in So many other ways, Uwanderreached itselt. In 
making Sex free, we very often made it trivial. In reaction to the 
'dJdemonization, we banallilrced Sex. le made it a commodity or. an 
advertising technique. Irivial ser, casual Sex, nurt people, and 
the backlash came. Se: apart from love and pleasure has nothing to 
do with aphrodite. 


Because I insist on the freedom to choose ir. the moment, a 
friend . who feels safer within limits calls me "promiscuous.' Then, 
Seeing the offense on my face, sne softens it to "random." I am 
neither. Very rarely, and not at all in the last siulteen years, 
have I ever had {£=e: with a person I did not love. Fromiscuous means 
COorFrruUupTts random means banal. I am neither; but what I am is simply 
not visible to Greyface and his followers. 


RpPhrodite laughs at Ss ocial rules. All acts of love and 
pleasure are her rituals. Se: in the conterct of love and pleasure 
can be both free and sacred. rnd fephrodite is so very much more 
than a Se: goddess. She is the transformative power of love and 
DIeasSUuFt. 


SNne 1585 the Goddess Whose Fath is Delight. She is the one who 
entices us to grow in the ways of beauty, love and pleasure. 


How to Serve her” SenSuality comes first, and health mus come 
before that. All the routine advice about slsep, nutrition and 


Y 


_- } Sacred duty tor Her OFriesSt/essSEes 

all the SsSenSual, TN91mnk a aDpoeur- cM 
intelle Tha E your body 1s achy or de-enerqiced, the MPR as 
YOUr work may be reduced, but the guallty need not. Eut if 
Dath is SenSal, a body that feel good, has energy ang 
iS &S prereguisSl tio. S1MLLIAarCrly, YOu: WELI need a 
EGleasling to all tne Ssenges, in which to conduct Her 


© EPELCH 


the Lady of living in the moment, and all the ephnemeral 
arts 1 ORC to Her. Dancing, tl ower arranging, Conversation, a 
DOeautlf 'y Set table, all are Hers. Tthese are the pleasures thaT 
Y OL. ve to care enough about to create anew each tinge. ang 
geSpecially mnhers 1s dressing up, combining art with nature for the 
Oourpose Of SedUction -—- DUET with caution. 


ALL acts of love and pleasure - and no other acts -—- are Her 
FituUals,. BOts of pleasue, of senSiality, are acts that feel good 
to all participants. To do her rites, your body must reel good. oo 5 
DBewarse of clothing that hurts, binds, or restricts movemert. SuUCN 
CLOERING indices allenation ftrom the body. No matter how glamorous 
GFESSrNY LIE may 100k, LE 28S--not ot RrOBACLoOOdtite; literally not 
RpPRFodilSlac. The liktes of high heel shoes are a blasphemy to Her. 


>he 1s the Lady of living in the moment, and of loving the one 
You're with, S5mnhe 15s Uunowned, Her @t1lme and pleasure are Hers to 
Share with whomever She will. She gives what She gives for Her ovwr 
pleasure and the pleasue of Her chosen partners. What vou do in 
Mer name, you muUsSt do tor the beauty and love and pleaure of the 
dGing s ang for. that alone. Any ULtErLOT.mOoOElVS.-- noney, pawer, 
prestige, Security -- are blasphemies to Her. 


ANd —- this 1s very important - the only way you can Share 
Rphrodite's love and pleasure 1s by yourselft experiencing it to the 
Point of overtlow. altrusm, charity are not af Mer . Any 
interaction that you must grit your teeth and bear offends Her. 


>he 1s the Lady of living in the moment, and what She is about 
1S5 1intensity. The transformative power of Fiuman attraction and 
Contact. and Sex 1s only one of Her options. REGQULFINGg SE LS: MO 
less a blasphemy to Her than 1is forbidding Sex. Her Service 1s 
perfect freedom, for She tolerates no a priori constraints of any 
Eind., The moments that belong to Aphrodite are moments of intenstity 
or contact, of beauty, spontaneity and love. 


ARNd finally I aw it. I don't serve Aphrodite primarily in my 
bed . In fact, although my Sexual connections are plural, they tend 
to be long-lasting. That quality of in-the-moment intensity, 
beauty, Love and pleasure also fills those moments when I share a 
person's world in the empathy of counseling. Some of those are 
Single encounters, and all of them are sacred. The Lady of Love the 
One You're With is the counselor's Goddess, and, on Some level, 
this I have always known. 


So, at last, I undgerstand the consecrated women of the temple 
at Corinth, and those at the older temples of the Fertile Crescent 
who called Her by other names. Congsecrated Sex, healing ang 


> 


trangtformative, was labelled "temple prostitution”' because that's 
the only way the Greyface culture could understandcg their activities. 


If we allow ourselves to See it, there 1is plenty of love to ygo 
around, not mere {Suftficiency but abundance beyond our belief. 
Indeed ou unbelief is the only limit. No act that is truly of love 
and pleasure could ever threaten or hurt. May Rphrodite continue to 
live in me - now that I've caught her at 1it' 


So, Rita, here's your resource guides: 


BEolen, Jean Shinogda Goddesses 1n Everywonar New YTork: Harper 
ROW, L994 


This is the one that clarified the counselingq connection 


FAFLST, Larol F.. ktaughtler of. rphrodite San Francisco: Harper &%* 
Row, 1987 


5 COLLEecCtlon of essays. Unly the title esay 1s actkually about 
ApNFOOdlte, Dit EL contains S*Some wonderfFiil descriptions of 


Fituals. 


VoOowning, Christine The Goddess New York: Crossroad, 1%85 


RqQ=alin, only one chapter about fnrpirodits, but it is very intens. 
Talks about the risks involved in loving. 


Fe'lS, Oinette Fagan Meditations Dallas: Spring, 1986 
The best single resource I found. Her Section on rmephrodite 1s 
Dyer. T0 pages Long, ang very. clear about what if. means to live 
out aphrodite's kind of =spirituality. LS 


Cualls-Corbett, Nancy The Sacred - -+itut- Toronto: Inner 
City, 1988 be | 


* 


f 


Irteresting but TOUBLERTANG.« The chapters Es therapeutic 
_— co are. very He, Ecuate, egspecially when compared with 


Eol en. 
4 


There's one more book, that : have noc Seen, that 
all of the books I used. From the things "mY quotas, 
1t would be worth. trying to find this one: 


PI. 


Friedrich, Faul The Meaning of Aphrodite Chicago: U. 
Fress, 1978 6 
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Editor: Rita Prince Vinston 
Thalassa kai Oros Coven 
548-3 Venice BL 

Venice CA 90291 

(213) 822-7716 


Welcome to the Harvest '89 ish of PS. 
Yes, there was no \iidsummer or Lammas 
ish. That's because the first material 
anyone sent me was Ashta'ar's article, 
which arrived Auqust 1. 

The following account of what T've 
been up to lately comes from P!Apa, 
where I've been the OE. COfficial 
Editor) for two disties (issues): Now 


that P'APA #45 is Snugly in the mail, T. 


can start writing all :the news that's 
already happened. First, I have tvo 
Snakes. GCibraltar (you tTemember 
Gibraltar) is now a year old, 27 inches 
long last TI measured him, and his 
colors have brightened to mastly orange 
WIth tan and gold. Caoiz- is a month 
SS. He's an albino” corn: snake. 
*Albino” corn Snakes are correctly 
called amelanistic: they still have a 
red pigment called erythrin, so Cadiz 
is very pink. (Corn snakes with neither 
ELanin nor erythrin are called 
"snovuies".) 

I- .di90 a Lanmmas- ritual: for: the 
CUUPS-LA neeting 8/15 (P!apa 245 
deadline day -- rushing from collation 
to meeting, eating take-out oinner in 
the car on the way). then T volunteered 
to do the Lammas ritual, I had an idea 
WRat to doo, but then I came: down-'with 
wetters” block. TI finzslly. made ny 
ritual script the Thursday before the 
meeting. (My original iJgsa vas kind of 
SatiTtical, but my actusl -script; was 
quite. traditional (s-e  infra).) I was 
S380 to haves ScriDt Enstead of 
weiters' block, but T- was Jdissatisfied 
with the script: it 2C SO nrosaic, 
Se a Lectures. Hell, it went off 
Satisfactorily at the ne-ting (despite 
no rehearsal, everyon2 reading their 
lines off the script, niss2d cues, all 
Es uSual). The best-part..was:: the 
altar, with a blg rounc bread Tin baked 
with a pentacle carved into the top, 


N\ 
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SUuTrounded by heaps of corn and 
champagne grapes. Peautiful. My normal 
relaxed Eclectic Uilccan rituals are 
distinctly more formal than the ritual 
the CUUPS officers have presented so 
far. | 

I write of Thursday as if it were 
Soon before UECsSday, because my 
Lntervening weekend had not been spent 
working on scripts. The Pagan part was a 
five hour meeting with the Crovuleys 
about re-starting Seekers! Circle on 
Fall Fquinox (Seekers!' Circle exists to 
teach Uicca to interested people. It 
will meet every Saturday until everyone 
involved burns out, alternating 4 6-veek 
courses of Wicca 101 with 4 G&-veek 
coursses: cn:different Traditions or 
Occult Sciences every year.) tre 
copy-editc-2d the material to be mailed 
to pDplicants;, Lneclvwdinkes ras 
approximat-ly 7 panQe 'application form. 
''s made a schedule. lie talked money. The 
roon IT plan to rent: from the: YVeSEt ER 
Unitarians costs:-525 a meeting.  Ve*tIl 
charge 935 a: .8tudent for. the: 9: wear 
course, and hope to break even. How will 
I break this news to Jucy? 
ish) IRQTE A! 
Uustions 


(fy. 2SN! column, Lammas 
SUPPLEMENT: A: Whole Lat of 
of. the -ogTcty 
This: 2 
think inc 


Hagan Ethics one 
SUuQgesteo by ©OLEOTD S's 
TOPIC: I spend Lot- of- Time 
about :--- :'at l2ast, :T am a Pacan ang! 
Sang a--Lot ::of.: time EhImn{tng ameus 
ETRLSS. Is. Hat the as thinking 
about Pagan Ethics? In ny thinking, T've 
found a lot more questions than ansvers, 
So I would like to $share my :questlions 
with. you. In fact, I have alreacy asSked 
one. On. to what I had planned to De the 


first question of this essay: 


1's 
the 
2 


32Me 


Uhat do we mean when we Say "ethics", "morals", or "narality"'? Many people have 
come up uwith many different definitions of how "ethics" are different from 
"morals". Some people say that "morals" are the rules of the Society and "ethics" 
are what is really good or bad. I personally tend to say "ethics", "morals", and 
"morality" almoast interchangeably. My best qQuess as to what T'm talking about when 
I say ethics or morals or morality is that I'm talking about deciding whether some 
behavior is good or evil in order to do more of it if it's qood and to do less of 
It if it's evil. 

Which raises the next question: what do we mean when we say Vqood" and "evil"? 

Some people say that good and evil are ideas which were invented (out of whole 
cloth) by society in order to control people. They said that "qood" is. whatever 
your parents praised or rewarded you for: when you were little, and that "bag" is 
whatever your parents punished or 'scolded you for, and that a free, mature, 
assertive, human being ignores all concepts of good and evil, judging hisir actions 
only by the pleasure and profit to be expected from them. In general, TI do not 


agree with this attitude. 
(However, there are some cases in which persons in positions of authority 


(clergy, government, parents) do use arbitrary statements of good and evil as a way 
of controlling people, and there are people who feel terribly guilty about behavior 
which hardly strikes me as evil -- divorcing a physically abusive spouse, for 
example. I just mentioned Quilt -- here's a 'question: what is the connection 
between ethics and quilt feelings?) | 

There are other people who say that the goodness or badness of behavior depends 
on whether It helps or hinders some general principle, suvch as the survival of the 
human species, the happiness of the majority, "do unto others as you would have 
them do unto you", the power and glory of one's native country, obedience to the 
Bible/Koran/Jim Jones, or the right of the strong to trample on the weak. There is 
obviously some difference of opinion about which general principle to follow. 

One possibility is the Viccan Rede: "Tf it harms none, do what you will", TI 
have heard attempts to derive all Viccan ethics from the YViccan Rede. I have heard 
claims that the Viccan P=de is just another version <©f the Golden Rule, as found in 
most cultures. I have heard claims that the Wiccan ethic of "harmlessness" is 
inferior to: the Christian . ethic: of "active love". fs proponents of the Jeuish 
version of the Golden ule ("Do not' do unto others what is hateful to' you” -- 
Hillel) point out, some awful things have been done to unuitlling peonale in the nane 
of "active love". The usuval imaginary bad 2xample is a masochist who runs down the 
Street whipping strangers. 

(fot that Tharml=ssness" is a sinple concept either. Since our brezthing harns 
the microscopic critt-rs that live in the air, should ve all: oive up Sreathing?) 

Slnce $so many diff=rent general principles have been succestecd, TI considgder that 
it is necessary to judge the general principles acainst some even nor2 Doaslc 
Standard of good and evil. Tany people have Said that Sod, GCoddess, or the ctogs are 
= CcUSTOOlans of : the: basic - Sstancard of ::gaod. 'and evil. This: in turn: I2a9s tg 
another question. As Plato's character Socrates asked in the EUTHY9H?0, Is the 
good and holy beloved 5y the gods because it is qood' and holy, or is the coaod anc 
holy good and holy hec:2us2 it is beloved by the cods?" (To descend fron the 
abstract to the specific, if rape is bad because Goddess said so, could She change 
Her mind tomorrow and 5S2y :r:5e 1s cood? "yself, T con't think So.) | 

I think it:is ver;  +:s5y for most of us to. condemn certain actions {not always 
the Same actions!) za= =>. te condemn. one particuler. action on uhat is 2asically 
an emotional level, or. 5t  nost by the 'action's' effect on some- ceneral  5rinciple 
which we have acceat-* 52 an emotional level. ut w2 have not yet identified a 
general definition ani :ovrce of Good and Fvil. ''hile there is a consensus among 
human beings that $sor2 things are good (helpfulness to relatives in distress) and 
Some things are not gan (picking pnckets, especially your pocket), a system of 
ethics based only on the cenmon consent of humanity is not adequate, because the 
common consent of huranity doesn't extend far enough. For example, sonme cultures 
don't object to rape. | 


Pegsochel degscribes two ways to construct a Funic amulet. The 
Simplest way is to make a "tine" -- a more or less rectangular 
ob zect bearing a Sequence of Runes that embodies the purpose of 
the spell. This can be worn as jewelry, or placed in your home or 
car or workplace or whatever. I've only made one Rune tine, #'0 
far. It was a healing charm for my son's pet rabbit. I carved the 
Runes into a piece of carrot and gave it to her to eat! (It seems 

to be working.) 


28000 


Design for a Rune-tine 


Even more appealing to me, though. iS the usge of 
"bind-runes". A bindrrune is a design nade by Swuperimposing 
Several kunes, again choosing appropriate ones for the intent of 
the bell. Since all Runes are composed of straight lines 
intersecting at simple angles, this is not as difficult as 1it 
might seem, and the regulting design is esthetically pleasing a9 
well. Even more than a tine, a bind-rune would not appear 
obviously "occult" to your mundane boss/nosy relative/landlady. 


ww... 
Wt | 


Eo bind-rune, and its component kunes 


OF coursse, carving a tine or bind-rune in wood is the eas! 6@6e5Gt: 
way to do it, but somecone. with the tools and 9&sf1ill to work 1n 
metal could make a beautiful Funic amalet of s1.1ver or copper 
W1.Fe. (wfCraft ;ewelry people, take note!). nalternately, Runes can 
be carved, engraved, inked, painted, etched, or embroidered on all. 
SOFrts of 1tems. 

I've also heard of Funic meditation which involves Shaping 
one*s body into the form of a Rune, while chanting the Ssocunmd 
and/or name of the Kune. To {spell out a spell in Funic by dancing 
from one position to the nectt, while inging the incantation, 
would be a very powerful way to put one's personal energy into the 
WorEing. (Alas, I'm not upple enough... | 

I know there are other books about the Funes, especially 
Several by Thorsson, but I haven't read them yet. Ws. Feschel*'s 
book is cheap, and easy ton read, and I recommend it highly. 


Learning the Runes 


by ashta?araArthura 


The Runes are the letters of an ancient alphabet used by 
Northern European peoples, and therefore genuinely ancestral to 
our Enqglish-speaking culture. (The antiquity and historical 
accuracy of the Tarot are debatable; the I Ching is your heritage 
only if you're Chinese.) In a time and place where literacy was a 
rare accomplishment, often connected with priest/esshood. written 
words were perceived as having magickal power. So the Runes were 
used for divination and magick, as well as for mundane writing. 

Several years ago, I received a Set of ceramic RKRunestones, 
with the book by RKalph Blum, as a gift. I hardly ever used them; 
they felt unfamiliar to me, and perhaps my attitude was influencec 
by the negative image of Norse people as bloodthirsty Viking 
invaders. When I did use the Runes, I was always pleasant1ly 
SUFPrised by the accuracy of what they had to ay. I also found 
that I could do readings for myself -- whenever I read the Tarot 
or the I Ching for myself, I get either warnings of disaster or 
Fandom junk. Then, jiust recently, Judy started encouraging us 
Froteans to study the Runes. 

With the usuval synchronicity, I went into a bookstore to look 
for come light entertainment, and found a book ebout the Runes. 
Its A Fractical Guide To The Runes; Their Uses in Divination-and 
Magick, by Lisa FPeschel (Llewellyn, 198% $53.95). It is infinitely 
nore readable (and less annoying!) than the Blum book YMs. Feschel. 
iS described as 'a Fagan of the Wiccan tradition'). As the title 
cf the book suqggests., she explains how to use the kunes for 
traditional divination, as well as how to constriuct and charge 
FUNnNLGC magickal talismans. She tells you how to nmnake your own 
FRUneStones or kune-tiles, and the cloth and bag generally we 
with them: she includes information about color symbolism and the 
traditional. applications of wonds from varioQus trees. 

Using my commercial funes, I began to work more with Runic 
O1yination, with very gratifying regults, I've decided to make my 
own FRunestones, as goon as the next gem show provides me with 
Stli table rocks. You can also make Kune-tiles out of woond;z the 
choice of materials is mainly a matter of personal preference. 
(You need to feel comfortable with your magickal tools!) 
Considering how well I've been doing with the machine-made clay 
"Stones", I'm really looking forward to using Runes of my own 
MAKIN . 

But what interests me the nost is kune magictk. Feschel*'s book 
provided me with the first really clear. explanation of how to make 
Rune talismans. Eecause the Runes are letters of an alphabet, they 
are eagy to adapt to yarious purpboses. The sbell is generally for 
Something like protection, or healing, or finding someone to love. 
The wusual technique involves carving Funes into a piece of wood, 
s0O there aren't any expensive materials or tools to buy. 


* 
Aagust 16th, 1989, 11:15 PM 


"Once in the month, and better it be 
when the Moon is full..." | - 

So Aradia commanded the witches .to 
call upon her mother, great Diana 


Call on Diana, mistress of magicks 

as dogs and coyotes call 

for their mistress, the Huntress 

for their prey, the silver-white rabbit 


Call on Diana, Lady of the Wild Things 
a chorus of the moon-struck and the luwmatic 
howling for the silver coin 
the moon-fruit 
the mirror of night, reflecting back 
the glory of her brother Lucifer, the Sun 


Tonight (as rarely happens) 
that glory dwindles; 
the daily diminution 
full to qgqibbous to crescent 

1S recapitulated in a few hours 
as coin tvins to copper 

fruit grows ruddy 

the mirror gaarkens 


Call cn Diana all that you may 

neeoful children cf Heaven's Queen 
Earth's shadow garbs her as Hecate 

for tonicht the Dark MotFer's face 1s seen 


Black Lotus 


X |= color FU Mo (och Ut , 


LANMAS RITUAL FOR CUUPS-LA 8/15/89 


Element Consecrations 


P/s1: [hold bowl of salt in cupped: hands] Handful of salt, salt of the earth: be at 
one with all the solidity of earth. Be at one with the strength of the planet 
beneath our feet. Be at one with the strength of our bones. Be at one with the 
strength of aur patience and skill, that our Circle may be stronq, that we may be 


Strong. 


P/s1: [hold bowl of water in cupped hands] Handful of water, be at one with all the 
fluidity of water. Be at one with the depth of ocean and the pervadingness of rain. 
Be at one with the pulse of blood and the subtlety of tears. Be at one with 


emotion. 


P/s1: [stir some salt into the water] Salt water of the sea, primordial womb of 
life. 


P/s2: [elevate incense burner -- hold it by the handle] Handful of fire, be at one 
with all the enerqy of fire. Be sun blaze, forest burn, hearth warmth, oem Sparkle, 
and warm living flesh, that our Circle may be charged with passion, that we may 
guide our enerqy wisely. 


P/s2:[elevate boul of incense] Handful of incense, visible air, be at one with the 
lightness and clarity of air. Heaven above, breath in our lungs, thought and reason 
and playfulness. 


P/s2:[put incense on fire] Vhat descended to earth as sunlight and rain rises again 
to the heavens. 


Scribing the Circle 


HP/s:[scribing Circle with athame held next to whe=ztstalk] I scribe this Circle 
with a blade and a blad2, TI scribe this Circle for the rising up of the grain and 
2 CUTTINg coun of the grain. I scrive: this Circle for. the ris ing: up of our Itives 
and the cutting down of our lives. 


P/s1:[aspercing Circle] Pain for crouth, tears for death, rain for crouth again. 


P=/2:]censing Circle] Sunlight for: crowth, : fire for. autumn l2aves, Sunlight for 
growth again. 


Invocating the Directions 


P/S3:|face Fast] Spirits of fast and synrise, join our Circle and. awaken within us 
morning, Spring, childhoo”, clarity, liohtness, and air. 


P/s4:[face South] Spirit= 5f South and noon, join our Circle and :awaken within us 
day, Summer, adgolescert:,. :richtness, passiong, and fire. 


P/SS:[face Vest] Snirit: of "est and tyilight, join our Circle and awaken within 
US evening, autumn, nt irit LNTULETLON, UncCersStanding, and water. 


P/s5:[face North] Spirit. of Torth and midnight, join our Circle and avaken within 
us darkness, winter, olr!' 2:: patience, 22ndurances;. anc earth. 


Main Part of Ritual 


HP/s: This holiday is the time of the beginning of the wheat harvest in traditional 
European agriculture. The beginning of the maize harvest in traditional American 
harvest is also right around this time. Seed was planted, sun has shone, rain has 
fallen, earth has nurtured, and now the fields are lush with green and qold 
abundance. Harvesters are working very hard to cut that grain, to thresh and 
winnow, to store that abundance In snugq barns as security against winter. At 
completion of harvest, we will have a thanksgiving feast before winter's rest. Ue 


will thank the earth and the sun and the rain, and we will thank the grain spirit. 


Earth, s un, rain 

Thank you for the harvest 
Autumn's golden arain 
ULLILl feed us all year 


[here is a chant] (People on Day side of Circle) 
(People on Night side ) 
(Day ) 
(Night : 


P/s7: In Sumer, the grain and harvest god was Damuzi. We have all heard how Damuzi 
was the One Creat Source of Date Clusters, the water in the barley plants, the 
energy urging the cattle to mate. He was the husband of Inanna, Queen of Heaven, 
but he was murdered by bandits .on the desert and he was carried off by demons to 
the underworld. His mother mourned, his sister mourned, his wife mourned, but the 
only way the Queen of Heaven could get him back for even half the year is EY his 
sister takes his place in the: undervorlo. 


P/s8: In Egypt, the grain and harvest god was Osiris. King and culture giver of 
Egypt, he was murdered by his jealous brother, His wife, Isis, the greatest 
magician, searched and gathered the scattered pieces of his corpse and brought him 
back to life by magic. The EqQyptian people would put out human silhouettes of 
burlap sSprinkled with $s2eds before the fiile flood. When the water withdrew, the 
Seeds had sprouted in the soil deposited by the flood. These objects were called 


"grain Osiris" 


P/s9: In Greece, Adonis died. The women: planted barley in flowerpots, which soon 
Spouted and soon died in the heat, and called them "Gardens of Adonis". Aphrodite, 
GCoddess of Love, loved fdonis, but it took all her divine powers to get him back 
for only part of a yeezr. 


P/s10: In Greece, Persenhone was carried off to. the und2ruorld by Hades, God of 
Death. Her mother, Deneter, the orain mother, went on strike -- the earth grew no 
food until Persephone was returned. Every year sShe is ikidnapped avay again, every 
year She 1s returned, and the Eleusinian ilysteries celebrate her return. 


HP/S: In Uicea, the grain and: harvest spirit is called the Corn: King: 

[another P/S begins to put ear of corn on choa block on altar} 
He Is Standing tall and proud in the field, His robes are greens his crown is 
golden corn tassel; his scepter is a wheatstalk. The farmers have cared for him as 
lovingly as for their cn children, watering, weeding, qQuarding him against crovs 
and vermin. Now his fost-r fathers go into the fields with scythes... 

(CHOP!!!) 


HP/Ss: Alas! Danuzi 4<37, 15iris yons, Adonis slain, Corn Ying cut doun in the field 
Dy treachery! His nott=r-cries out. in grief, his sister weeps, his wife: rournS... 
You mourn also. You r=:::1er other qriefs: loves lost, hopes lost, plans fail2d.... 


[here is an interval in which p2ople nourn] 
_ 


- 


HP/s: Life flows continually. Life in the earth nourishes the sprouting plants. The 
plants are eaten by grazing cattle. The cattle are browusing peacefully when 
Suddenly lions pounce, and devour them. The lions die in turn, and their rotting 
flesh nourishes the soil. More plants grow. Life flows from body to body. 


[here is a chant] The kyrning of the Wheel, the fading of the light 

the turning of the Wheel, the coming of the night 

the turning of the WVheel, the night will pass and then 
the turning of the VYheel, the light will come again 


HP/s: Life flows continually, in cycles and eddies but never standing still, and 
all this exuberance of life depends on eating, killing and eating. Life feeds on 
death. Life feeds on life. Life is eternally poured as a libation into the 
Sacrificial fire of time, the dancing flames of times. The bread we eat is the 
flesh of plants, the flesh of the Corn King. The wine we drink is the blood of 
plants, the blood of the Corn King, and we become what we eat. 


[HP/s and another P/s carry bread (svitable for tearing by hand) and red wine, red 


cranberry juice, or beer to each congregant, saying to each: }] 
Take and eat, for this is YOUR BODY. Take and eat, for this is YOUR BLOOD. 


HP/s: Life flows continually. From the seed of harvest comes the sprout of spring 
[display green plant]. 


[here is a chant] Hoof and horn, hoof and horn, all who die will be reborn 
Corn and Grain, Corn and Grain, all who fall will rise again 


Closing the Circle 


[A11 face outward] HP/s: Spirits of Air, spirits of Fire, spirits of Water, spirits 
of Earth, we thank your for your presence in our Circle, and ere you depart to your 
Lovely realms, we bid you Hail and Farevell. 


[A11 face inward, take hands]: HP?P/s: The Circle is closed but never broken. The 
Circle is closed, but not the love within. Nerry ra=t, and merry part, and merry 
meet again. 


THE ECLIPSE: WHAT REALLY HAPPENED (Black Lotus) 


Shortly after Mnemosynides Coven concluded its August 13 meeting, T was inspired to 
write a poem which also appears in this issue ("Auqust 16th, 1989, 11:15 PM"). Ye 
had discussed meeting for the eclipse the coming WVednesday and the Muse had spoken 
through me. Any relation between the poem and the reality, however, was tenuous at 
best. ; 

About a dozen friends had agreed to meet that evening on the upper east 5side of 
Manhattan, to have dinner and convene on the roof of Ken Gale's apartment complex 
to moon-watch. Dinner occurred in two different places, as Ophion and T met in the 
usual Chinese restaurant, while everyone else met Several blocks away. (The 
instructions were straightforward, but never underestimate my or Ophion's ability 
to become confused!) It rained all night, and as we waited outside the building for 
Ken and Company to return, we were propositioned by a very young lady of the 


eveninge 
The Moon-watchers finally arrived, furious at our absence from their dinner, 


and we retired to Ken and ſlercy's apartment, which warehouses their combined 
collection of comics, science fiction, albums, porno, and nature studies. After 
gorging ourselves on ſNercy's home-baked raisin-oatmeal cookies, two gender-divided 
conversations were going on: the men vere talking about comic books (Ken is 
publishing .some independents under the banner of Evolution Comics), while the women 
discussed New Yawk politics. Claustrophobia began to set in (it's very crouded!) 
and I suggested we go to the roof. | 

High above the city (well, five floors high), we could observe the eerie glow 
of mid-town at night to the south, the tovers of Yuppie condos rising all around 
us, the luminescence of rainclouds reflecting the city's lights -- but no moon. 
Mercy led us in singing some moon-songqs, Ed Banger told me his life story thus far, 
I attempted to read my poem by nid-towun's glow -- all under a featurzeless sky. 
Eleven PM approached and people began to leave: next day was a work day. "Too badst 
was a wash-out... literally", Dave told me. | 

As Moon Rabbit and TI waited an interminable time for the crosstown bus at Y9&o&th 
St, he suddenly poked ne in the ribs: "Look!" There in the sky, to the left of the 
Yupple Towers featured on the The Jeffersons TY shovu, was a waning crescent. Tne 
occluded part of the moon was not ruddy: it looked like a normal waning crescent, 
except that the light part was increasing hefore coir eyes. I blushed to o5serve 
that there is no "qibbous" phase to an eclipse: the earthshadow moved across the 
Moon's face in 'a continuous curve. Our vicil had been rewarded: the Lady iust 
vanted to reveal herself in her own cood time. 

iJhen I emerged from the subvay at 215th St, the eclinse vas over. 


nand to the ſoon, and trudged on home to hed. 


[Here in LA, the night before was clear and the night after was clear, but +: 
of the eclipse was totally fogoed in..- R922} 


FROTEAN SYNTHESIS contains whatever material fby or about 


Froteans) that Froteans send me to publish. It is published at 
irregular intervals. It i= nailed free to all Froteans who give me 
their mailing addresse9ss. Having a big mailing list reeds my @egGo, 
be nice and {end me your mailing addresse | rid 

VU 


SYNTH-E S T5 # 1 


FR U-1I EAN 


Rita Prince Winston 
Thalassa kai Oros Coven 
548-3 Venice Bl 

Venice CA 90291 

(213) 822-7716 


Editore 


Yelcome to the Samhain !839 ish of Ps, 
Late as uSual. I could try blaming It 
on a Protean encountered at the Harvest 
Moon Festival (Oct 14-15) who told ne 
that s|she had already written an article 
for PS and would put it in the mail 
Monday. It hasn't arrived yet (Oct 29) 
-- maybe Yog-Xipcoge ate it. I also met 
Some other Proteans at Harvest ſoon, 
who had not written articles for us. It 
was nice meeting all of you anyway -- 
now write articles, or at least Letters 
to the Editor. 

The next Tuesday there was, as you 
already know, an earthquake in Northern 
California. Here, 500 miles away, the 
around didn't wobble, not even as. much 
as when a truck drives by, but the 
Teporters on KFYUB ("Nall news, all the 
time”) sounded more emotionally shaken 
than in '87, when we'd been physically 
shaken. This well reflected the 
feelings of their listeners -- TI think 
zust about every Angqeleno has friends 
or kin in the Bay Area/Silicon Valley. 
My birth brother and his fiancee are in 
Balo Alto, ny boss's sister is in 
Sunnyvale, one lady from work was in 
San Francisco at the time: $she'd been 
at a $Seminar and was scheduled to fly 
back sSeven-ish that evening. I was more 
worried about Proteans such as John 
Patrick McClimans and Linda Frankel, 
SR apanactks Syvych as Shella 
Vild(th)ing. Despite the gov't and 
phone company warnings not to phone 
Sato the afTected area, many 
disobedient sf fan friends did, and two 
people kindly called me at work 
Wednesday to tell me that my brother's 
ex-roommate had phoned him and verified 
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Several others! 


his safety, and APA-L member DASher 
phoned to verify his own safety 
including IP's 
Uhen I phoned Sheila, 
husband answered the phone, but I neard 
Sheila in; the background saying: "Tell 
her the disty will come out on timel". 
Proteans who experienced what TI prefer 
to call "the recent unpleasantness" 
Should write an article or a Letter to 
PS describing it. 

Meanwhile, on Tuesday evening I 
rushed off to the CUUPS-LA meeting with 
KFWB on the car radio and not yet having 
received any reassuring phone calls. Ye 
had a discussion of the symbolism of the 
four elements, in which it was little 
difficult to remember that North can be 
asSociated with the stability of Earth, 
and we raised a Cone of Power to send 
strength and healing to the quake 


SUTVLVOTS. 
Seekers!-ish news is that we have 


interviewed two applicants. yesterday and 
five applicants the Saturday vefore 
(interviewing five applicants took from 
1 pm to 7 pm and was exhausting) and 
accepted all of them. Next Saturday 1s 
the first class, but no one has paid yet 
and I'm worried about the rent on the 
building. In my worry, I made eight sIilk 
necklaces, in the knot named Double Coin 
that T learned at a Chinese Knotting 
class, to Sell at Harvest Moon at $10 
each to raise money for Seekers'. Seven 
of them sold and I-qot-LaqTaaer 
compliments, so TI. promptly made eight 
more in hopes of being able to sub-let a 
Corner of a dealers' table at en 
upcoming Yule Crafts Faire -- but the 
$70 has been spent on xeroxing and 
postage for the applications packages. 


Linda's. 


Hot Gardnerian Gossip: the latest from Merrymeet 


Most Froteans also happen to be Gardnerians, and most of those 
have been concerned about the latest attempt or some UuUltra- 
congervative Gardnerians to invalidate the Froteus Iline. The rest 
of you will pliease exicuse me for a minute while I fill that group 
1n on the latest news, wnich is good news. 


Seems that most of the people involved in the latesrt 
Gardnerian  controversy Jjust happened to turn up at Merrymeet over 
Labor Day weekend. Don and Anna were there from California, and SO 
were the najoity of the Lousville leadershnip which nad been 
announcing exicilsionary rules. The advantage of meeting in person 
is that it's much easier for the emotions to be communicated along 
With the cdecis.ons, ang S0 to address what underlies the behavior 
1nstead Of confronting the behavior directly. 


Une married couple has for years done nost of the work on the 
LOuSvllle gathering, and, to some extent, they regard it as their 
private party. Thne nan of that nhousehold sincerely - if mistakently - 
believes that ne would violate his initiatoy cath if ne stands 17 
a by-the-bookt Circle with anybody who was not initiated by-the- 
DOok . Do Fils very understandable position is that it is unfair tg 
Stpect him to do all the work to put on a Gathering 15%" which ne 
cannot in conscience attend the main ritual. 


The trouble is that, over the years, the UCtouisville Gathering 
nas by a gradual evolution and through nobody's conscious decis1 corn , 
become the main annual get-together for all Gardcnerians. Much as we 
may want to honor this man's feelings about his work and his oath, 
we cannot allow the national Gardnerian Gathering to become. the 


property of one faction. 


So, Starting this SpFing, there will be another Gathering, 
this one by intention a Fan-Gardnerian gathering. It will be oper 


to anybooy who: 


1) 18S of Gardnerian lineage, 


believes her of himself to be working 1n accordance with 
the baslic Gardcnerian Spirit and {struwcture, and 


5 wants to maintain affiliation with the Gargnerian family. 

Wwe are hoping that this Gathering will rotate around the 
country, both to even out the work and the travel erpenses and to 
keep it from ever being geen as the property of any one region or 
faction. For the first year, our own Dana Morgan is coordinating it 
- and {se'll be letting the rest of us know if there's any way we 
can help her from afar. Dana also was -the key person in the 
negotiations that made this new Gathering a possibility, and she 
deserves a great big "atta girl!'” for that. 


Do, one more occasion for at least come of us to get together. 


See you then! | 


Proteans all -- Greetings ' 


Fram the depths of cramming for an Algebra exam, a quick 
pop up for air. Time t= gay thank you. 


When I was forced to re-evaluate my thealocgy, a copy of 
Prosltive Magic literally landed on my doorstep. Thank youll. When 
I _ literally didn't know where the next meal would come from, a 
check landed in my mailbox. Thank you. When I was lost and 
lonely and scared, in came tapes and phone calls and letters. 
Thank you, and then came ttw two miracles .. . 


Thanks to Some conspiracy between Judy % Brian and Barry 
%Y Eve, I got to qo East between leaving work and starting schovole 
Eless you all -- the vacation % family time were desperately 


needed. 


And thanks to Erian and. an "anonymous philanthropist", 
With credit to the Lady hereelf, I am back on-line. The ability 
tn make a living is a wondrous bless ing. (Ohe Says, hearing 
Stephen watching cartoons in the living room at this moment!) 


So to all who have rnhelped, from Sending good thoughts to 
Siibstantial backing and aid, please accept my aratlitude. My wisn 
is for your gcondness to shower back upon you multiplied. 


We're back on-track now. Carrying 15-hours this term, 
scheduled for l&6 newt term. Working 1z hours a week as a voft- 
ware Evaluator on campus -- look for reviews to appear here from 
time to time. (Shareware, anybody”) Starvation wages, but the 
working conditions are great. And Stephen's settled in very well 
to the on-campus educational child-care center. Growing like a 
weed (Size 8 6 age 47!,), he!s mostly happy and doing fine. 


Now that we!'re back on cur feet, we're looking forward to 
being productive again ... Sees Announcements elgewhere this 1lisSh. 
Thanks to all of you who helped it become manifest. 


Yours. -- 


Wann 4/1 S/g7j 


Dana 


BOOK REVIEW 


Lunhrmann, TI. HM. 

FerSuasions of the Witch's Craft: 

Ritual Magic in CFontemporary England 
Cambridge, Ma: Harvard University Fress, 19097 


T115tS Dom 18S going to. nake you. very angry. Hut DUE a 
clothespin over your nosge, if need be, and read it. anyhow. Despite 
the fact that the main thrust. of the book 1s an intellectually 
dishonest attack on the Craft, the book 1is packed with detailed 
information that will be especially valuable to all of its whose 
work it is to teach wWwicca to beginning Students. 


Dr. Luhrmann liktes us. She Says so repeatedly Etrougnout the 

D OO . But She underatands us to be amniable fools who have deluded 

ourSEelL ves and each other into believing that magic 1is real. = 

dJdesc iDes our rituals and customs as a set of inteliectiual 

manipulations. We maintain our impossible system of beliefs Decause 
bo. 63?! 


wE= 
Wwe enjoy the practice, and don't want to face the "rtact' that whnat 
Wwe Go 18S Silly. 


Magic 1is defined as the belief that mind atfects matter. Rail 
or nNOTnLnNg:. Yes of no. and, he informs us, we believe that ming 
atftfects= matter, at all Times, 1n all CLIFCUMSTENCES , and 
UNncFitically, Do you? I gcJon't. We don't mate ashtrays fiy across 
FOOMmsS, noOF do most of us Ciaim we Can. SUE: 111-5 Fact there- 1S 2 
cons derable amount of evidence that mind does affect biological 
matter, as in nealing throuwgn visuallcatilion, therapeitlc CtOUCHhnD ang 
the like. Eut listen to how ne dismisses nealing magic: 


"many Spells are aimed at healing, and inovitably, 
Thee Epeills nhave a certain Success rate, particulatriy 
when the patient ktnows. of the magical worrting. It is Said 
that the Spell is nmGore likely to work it the patient 
EROWS Of ERS Working. --- 7 (Pp. 129.) | 


Well, yes, that's what's known as the "placebo effect. For 
many years medical researchers regarded the placebo effect as an 
annoying distortion of their experiments and tried their bes: E@t6 
eliminate 1it. Then sonebody finally realiced that by means of the 
dreaded placebo effect, people somnetimes get better without 
dFuggling or Surgery - of iatrogenic side effects. 


It's a benefit, not a problem. Df very recent years, there 1s 
even A fledgling Sclentific oiscipline called psycho-rmneuro- 
i1mmuUnGl ogy, which is the exiperimental study of how the ming 
(psycho') working through the nervous sSystem ("neuro") affects the 
immune System fU'immunology”'). Yup, a whole new &cience built around. 
the placebo effect. 


She Seems to think that we embarrass very eastily. In fact she 
Seems to believe that many of our traditional practices are 


designed to save oourgelves from the mortification of hearing 
Counter arguments that we are unable to answer. For eample 


traditional Craft Secrecy. Here's her interpretations 


"ESegeping the magic Secret Separates the magic F*From 
the non-magical, but srtill allows magicians to move 
between thesse disparate worlds with ease. Doing s0 allows 
magicians to insulate their claims from Skeptical 
criticismn -- both. other people's and their own. Magicians 
can hold their claims in cecret without ever subjecting 
them to scoffing ciutsiders. They can think of themselves 
as believing in mnagic, and get on well both in a magical 
contertt and within their everyday world, without ever 
BUTEING their Secretively neld ideas at FiSk..-..' -iD0. 


SAIL.) 


Dr UCuUNnFmarirt SPeeEMms to be uUunanart that = + ace F1SES 
Conslderabiy more SuUbstantial tRan the F1SK, 0+ ..COONLELVE 
d1Ssonance. fat least her discusson of secrecy never mentions that 
Some of iis have Ilost our jobs, or the custodoy of our chiidren. Nor 
does ne at any time even consider the traditional reascon For 
Secrecy, uwhicn is to restrictl teaching to a one-on-one or small 
group conteit, So that sktills are only imparted tC Students wao 
denonstrate the maturity and wisdom to use thosge Skills well. 


GO IO RR A1iVvE in tae worltd:. where: only. those: who EuLY 
appreciate ths Ftorest, 1n both ethical and aesthetic terms, are 
gever taughnt how to run a bulldo:er. end that's rot because there's 
anything embarrassling about bulldozer operations. 


DF. LunrFmann then goes on to devote an entire chapter to our 
asSertion that magic operates on a different plane from ordinary 
Feality. Here, too, the only explanation she even mentions : is that 
the two plane descriptiorn is a ploy .to protect ourselves from Rard 
intellectuai challenge. fere's her descriptions: 


ci allows magicians to g1ve A technical 
explanation for magical efrffrTicacy which actually entails 
the imposs:ibilaty of full rational understanding of its 
Fitual,. The unconscious is irrational, and magic lies in 
its domain. Magic becomes part of a different contert, 
SOMetThiNng SEeparate +F mM A Fationally comprehended 
naterialism. The term "inner plane” carries with it - this 
freedom, this ﬆsense that it is not important to give a 
Fational explanation of the nagic. FRationality, after. 
all, is what the conscious minde is good at. Linked to 
psychology and its authoritative figures, the metaphor of 
a Separate plane is a magician's intellectual rescurce 
Etnat dlSpenses with ordinaty canons of truth. ..." ,: (0. 


 .) 


Double bind time, kindred. First ne Says we delude ourselves 
by bvelieving that mind effects mnatter. Then, when we consistentliy 
tell her that our rites are primarily about the inner plane, she”. 
tells us that this is nothing but an intellectual evasion. The 
notion of the irner plane, it seems, is the main way in which we 
cheat. | 


Well, actually, it is - the main way in which Dr. Etuhrmann 
cheats. Her chapter about the inner plane makes no reference to the 
large anount of recent psycnological work on alternate States Ort 
consciougness, work that 1s now leading to serious 0iscussions of 
State-sbecific Sciences and state-secitic epistemologies. Neither 
does she consider the ethnographic data from cultures around the 
world describing the eiperience of mystics ang shnhamans Wi cn 
otherworld journeys. It seems that botn refer to non-rational —- But 
Still very important - functions of the human mind. rnd yet Mircea 
Eliade and Charles Tart both appear in DF. Lunhrmnann's eitenslve 
bibliography. and after willfully omitting Such relevant material, 
She Calls iis 'd1iSIngenuous.” Really. 


Dr. CuhFmann apparently conslders nerselt to be a &Clentiszt a. I 


Wwisn she'd act like one. In my Opinicn SCience, and not CTabala, 1 
the tu Yoga of the VWest, althougn many people nmnsunderatandg 
Jus: what SClence 15S. 


SCientce is mnOt a body of dull tacts- and numbers: to. Di 
menoriced, no matter what they toid you 1n High School. and SClSnce 
iS not our gnemy. Science never was, ihe word "science' 1s derive 
ton the Latin scire, to. Know," which, not incidentally, was 
Geraid jHardner s pen name. 


SCilence is a process, not a body of content. It iS--+a-MmerrROe 
ft or PUFSULINg knowledge, and the heart of tha netnoad is a 
Commitment to always value @eperience over tTReory . Whenever 
observation contradicts theory, that theory is throw out. No 
matter how confortable you may be with the world view it Supports, 
and even if it 1s the basis of your career. vo the people wnRo 
finally decided to study the placebo effect, for eicanple, were the 
true scienticts in that story. The ones who for years tried £t© 


eliminate the placebo effect from their experiments were WHlifully 
STUPIO.. 


SCientism 18S not Sscience. Scientisnmn is Striking a pose 
Style of the mechanistic science of two generations 
deriding whatever tails to fit the image. For Eeranmple, 1 
the insistence that only that which is physical is real, 
nonsensge that led a generation Of "paycholcgists"' t5o 
Feallilty of the nhiman mind. It coulo be a refiisai to ever 
peoples ow reasons tor dcing what they = { 1x Decalse 
anthropologist knows better than the ignorant native. Or it can be 
an insistence that "coircicence,' however unlikely, is a more 
SatiSfacitory explanation of events than rituals that marsnal our 
energies and ftocus ou mnnds oo our goals. You might say that. 
Scientisn is a parody of true science. | 


But even though Dr. Luhrmann ues the most Simplistic kind of 
Scigentismn, plus s ome Ffew intellectual voirty tricks to distance 
nergelf from us, she is not our enemy either. Here lies the parado: 
of this book. For this woman, the Door into Faerie opened twices 
once in childhood, as it does for all, and again in the Summer 
following her college graduation, when, by her own admission, she 
Came across a copy of The Spiral Dance, and was "hooked" again. (D's 
LS...) 


Fiel dwork tor ner: FRD in AntnFoOpDoLOGY (from Cambridge 
University in England) gave her the opportunity to live in London 
doing nothing but studying magic. She had full time to read books, 
practice and meditate, attend ClasSses and Fituals, tate 
cCorrespondence courses. She was initiated into GeoCverali of these 
groups, including the coven that had once been Gerald Gardner's. In 
Short, Dr. Luhrmann had an opportunity most of us would envy, and 
She did not entirely waste it. 


For her cescription of the process of training, of what 
exactly the student learns. and how, opened my eyes to a wnole new 
perspective that is ure to benefit my own Students. What sfhnge Goes 
is to break down for us the training of a Specialist in any fields: 
SUPFGeOn Of auto mechanic or Witch. 


The ftirst thing that nappens 1s that the ﬆ' tTuocent's Derceptiicon 
changes. o/he learns to mate subtle distinctions, observe things 
that went uUmnncticed before. (Medical students have tapes of the 
many Vgiftferent ways the human neartbeat can scund, SO they iearn Eto 
hear diagnostically relevant differences.) 6 common Eknowledge base 
mates the Sspecialist's perception meaningrul, and often a highly 
Specialiced vocabulary permits the sharing of  uch knowledge. 
STFUCEUrEed Learning Eexrperlences are provided, stepas towards 
competence are monitored, and teachers oo Senior colleagues QOLv 
COFFECTlOn and encouragement. 


Rnd the  RASBart of the book, chapter after chapter,” 3 
dgetailed analysis of how ths procedure is applicable tS the 
learning of magic. very good and very, very UuSefiul. She -S:qG0t:- 1% 
form and feeling. And, before you get worried about the obvious s 
Let me ay that whenever She quotes from a Fitual, she Footnotes 1% 
Eo a printed S00urce. It is ner good cescriptions of what we BO 
within her analysis of how any Specialis: is trained that makes 
tnis book so0 very valuable to any coven leader, of any teacner 1n 
any magical or spiritual tradition. 


50 what Eind of person can at the same time get it sn Fright 
and =o wong $65 pero deeply confiicted, but at least able to 
tells us fron where the stress comess: 


The only reason I continued to think of mysely as 
an anthropologist, rather than as a witch, was that I nad 
a Strong 0isincentive against asserting that rituals had 
an effect upon the material world. The anthropologist is 
meant to become involved, but not native. ... I {tood to 
Ilose credibility and career by adherence. Throughout my 
time 1n magic, whenever I feit magical power inside the 


circle of wanted to say that a ritual had 'worked', I 
chalked up the event as an insight into the field. | 


In other words, the process of becoming involved in 
magic mates the magic believable, and 'mnakes explicit 
belief in magical theory quite tempting unless there is a 
Strong disincentive against it.” pp. S20-321.? | 


That's an amazing passage. The world of magic was open to DF. 
Luhrmann, even up to the point of initiation into Geveral groups, 
al though che was conpletely candid about being an anthropologist. 
But she suspected the academic world of being closed to a Witch. It 
She's correct about that, and I suspect she is, I don't at all like 
what that reveals about the dispensers of officially {cancticoned 
knowledge in our times. 


And so, completely dropping the open minded attitude of real 
SClence, she cdvenied the validity of her own felt experience rather 
than riskE her career. Eut even £so, something inde her made her 
tell the world why. I puor s1 muove, indeed. 


With this reali:ation, for me, the anger turns to pity. find 
this for comfort: the Door into Faerie is never locked. at any 
point, in any life, it will open to one finger s pressure. heart's 
delight can lead us therez ambition never could. 


Judy Harrow 
9/12/89 


OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Presentinga Coven Northgate, the newest Gardnerian 
offshoot of this line. The contact address is Box 211, Biq 
Rapids, MI 49307, Geographic region thus far Sweeps 200 miles, 
and covers the socutheast corner of Lake Michigan. 


Two projects in the works --- 


- seeking information on dysfunctional covens, with an 
eye to learning their symptoms, causes, and possible treatments. 
Presently called the "mindfuck file", Judy is compiling the data. 


- Seeking information on HP burnout, ame parameters as 
above. We kinda know what happens with the HPs, but what happens 
to the HP? I'm compiling the data for this one, to the Boy above 
or to the home address. 


Anybody with stories or thouahts to share on either Subject, 
please do. This is presently for in-house use only, tho it 1s 
reagonable to quess that extracts will eventually appear here and 
1n other Pagan journals. Your confidentiality can/will be 
respected. Any contributions are welcome. 


---- Dana Morgan 


PROTEAN SUPPLEMENT by Rita Prince Winston (for Samhain PSV) 1 


Hi, everybody. I "won" the election for Official Editor of PAGAN APA. An APA is an 
Amateur Publishing AssSociation, a written form of network resembling a many-to-many 
or a round robin. Members. write a contribution every two months; then all the 
members read and discuss all the contributions. Members pay for their own printing 
and postage. 

If you think you might be interested in joining P'APA, write to me asking for a 
Sample copy. It would be nice if you included two bucks for postage. Ny address: 
Rita Prince Winston, 548-3 Venice Bl, Venice CA 90291. 


XX x 


My topic this ish is the Natural Elements Art Gallery. You probably think it's the 
Santa Monica Beach, but the Santa ſlonica city council has funded several art 
projects about "sand, sun, wind, and water” uhich are displayed there. Natural 
Elements all right, all Four of them. 

The first is the Santa ſlonica Art Tool, which lives in a chain link enclosure a 
few yards west of the parking lot on the west $side of the Santa Monica Pier. It is 
a giant concrete roller, sculpted like a cookie cutter: when dragged Dehind a 
tractor, it rolls out a sand castle city with skyscrapers, freeways, starfish and 
Seaweed. According to the artist, part of the art event is for people to fling 
themselves upon the sand castle city, thus destroying it. Otheruise, the waves will 
wash it away. | | | 

Santa Monica Art Tool roll-up occurs at 9 ayem on Selected Sunday mornings (and 
is announced under "Events" in the Calendar in the LA WEEKLY). 

The Art Tool clearly is associated with the Element of Earth. 


The $second project is the Singing Chairs, which relate to Air. These are tuvo 
goilant chairs (one blue, one green) about a block south (east) of the Santa ſlonica 
Pier and Several yards oceanward of the Promenade/Boardualk/Ocean Front Yalk. You 
can climb a short ladder (about my height) to sit in a Singing Chair. Reasonably 
comfortable. 

uUhat makes It Sing is that there is a wind organ, a set of tall organ 2ipes, 
attached to the back of each chair. On a day with a light breeze, they produce a 
low hum, hard to hear over surf, seaqulls, boomboxes, automobiles, helicopters, and 
construction a block away. On a day with a brisk breeze tearing beach towels out of 
people's hands and tossing around the flags on the lifequard stations, the Singing 
Chairs produce a clearly audible, remarkably varied, and unexpectedly pleasant 
array of Sounds. 

The third sculpture is the Solar Yeb. This is a metal spideruveb or jungle gym, 


which has been designed to have solstice alignments (it annoys me that they didn't 
take the trouble to add equinox alignments). IT feel that this relationship to the 


Sun is a relationship to Fire. The Solar Yeb should be under construction as you 
read this. 


ERQ- TEA N ry T1 HE5 


Editor? Rita Prince VUinston 
Thalassa kai OQOros Cover 
--548=3 Venice 31 
Venice CA 980291 
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A Protean Fanily fieusletter 


This is the belated Beltane '20 is of 
PS: VYe're -late  because I didn!t” feel 
Tike typing for -a while: it. is not the 
Faultt of the :contributors, all of. whom 
got their material in on time. 

There are two beautifully typeset 
pages thish. Alexei's article is, as 
before, from AnGael, while the Ishtar 
hymn and Purim article are from 
ENCHANTE: The flagazine for the Urbane 
Pagan. 

Aidan Eduard "Ned" O'Ryan-Kelly was 
born 3/21/90 at 11:44 PN, Baby, mother, 
father, and big sister all doing well. 

This HIgSSUMnegeTr Is the TUOth 
anniversary of Proteus Coven. They'll 
celebrate 6/30, $80. as not to: interfere 
W3ith:-either FSG or: the Gay Pride 
Parade. 

Caitrin Baer, "oldest daughter" of 
Merydedd Harper, sent two rituals, and 
SiS0 vrote:: T0909 like to comment 
briefly on the article in the previous 
isSue by Eluki bes-Shahar. I've been 
working on a project for several years 
that has led to me to read a lot of 
books on history and mythology. And 
among my conclusions are these: Ue 
don't and we can't know all aspects of 
how GCoddesses and Gods were worshipped 
SE SNncient ine, andOo:that- each 
individual already has their ovun 
personal concept of Deity which can't 
be OVOecreed by anyone else, and that 
trying -to 1imit. the vastness and 
complexity of God/dess is like trying 
to put all the wonders and terrors back 
in Pandora's box." 

Ashta'ar also sent a reply (infra). 
I want to admit that T agree more with 
Eluki than with Caitrin and Ashta'ar -- 
Eluki agreed with me about a lot of 
things that she seemed to think that 
She was dJdisagreeing with me about. A 
number were quite trivial: I am NCT a 
priestess of Aphrodite (if IT were, TI 


wouldn't be Seeking one to go rituals 
for me}, -I thought: It went witheut 
Saying. that the spiritual value (life- 
energy) of animal. sacrifice is just as 
primary as the practical value (eating 
meat), and I don't think my rituals are 
worthless. 

I believe that every goddess and 
every god is an individual (and they are 
Teal and exist outside me and not are 
'just  archetypes!), as is every woman 
and . every mane. As I am: not -tilukly- .S0 
Aphrodite is not Yamaya and Yamaya 1s 
not Demeter and Demeter is not Gbala and 
neither Aphrodite nor Yamaya nor Demeter 
nor Caia 1is the Lady named The bodgess 
of the the YUitches.,. There are portions 
of the GCardnerian liturgy which hail ner 
by: a 1itany of these other names. 1 
believe that this is a rhetorical way of 
Saying. that our Lady's glory Is mare 
than the glory of all these other ledies 
put together. A vulgar analogy is a 
politician calling his. candidete a 
Solomon of uisdom and. a GeoOTyge 
Washington of patriotism. 

Dion Fortune popularized the Saying: 
"A1l1 gods are One God, all coddesses are 
One:Goddess, and: there 5 0ne 
Initiator." As | poetry, it's: Lovely. As 
prose, it doesn't work so well. People 
who: try to say that Aphrodite 1s Demeter 
are like the Jungians trying to achieve 
the Great Goddess archetype by moosning 
together all the other goddess arche- 
types. They end up with a: Ebreart 
Hodge-Padge instead of a Great Goddess, 
and it is this Great Hodge-Podge which I 
was mocking uith phrase "generic Great 
Goddess: certainly I would not mock our 
Lady! 

Burning. candles and lincense. to 
Aphrodite, pouring libations of wine and 
oil and honey, making offerings of cakes 
and flowers and barley (I didn't think 
of barley until Eluki nentioned it) is 


BB Sufficient to pay :a-gebt.- Vhen- I:-Spoke of -a 'naterial  object*, . I meant a 
Stained glass mirror of -a nermaid- or a $silver:; and; pearl broach in the |shage of a 
Scallop shell. The Ancient Greeks neither destroyed such offerings (vendalism) nor 
preserved then for human use (selfishness): they put them in the Treasury of the 
BEEtY. Does anyone know: the :address of an operational Trezsury 20 n3PÞRrTOdite 
Somewhere I can go without a passport? 

I agree with Eluki that I belong to the Goddess of the YVitches by mv initiation 
oath. (I can't speak for other people's secret initiations.) 

But I disagree very strongly with Eluki about what She demands of us. I've never 
heard Her Say: "T am a Jealous Goddess, and you shall have no other coddesses in ny 
Sight.” I've never heard in history of any PaleoPagan culture where worshippers of 
one deity were foroidcen to worship other ceities in their 5srzare tine. 

So, folks, what do we owe Her? iloon and Sabbat rituals? Sticking to the Tecelvec 
GCardnerian liturgy with no chances? Environmental activisn? Low-fat, ' louw-calory 
diets and: aerobics (look at the initiation ritual printed in THE .35PIRAL DARCE for 
"211 between my hands belong to the Goddess*', with Vall between my hands* being 
literally the whole body)? 


PROTEAN SUPPLENETT for Litha-Lammas 'g90 PS by Rita Prince Yinston 


PSN often has articles about plants and cQardening by people who know about plants 
and gardening. People who have dirt to put plants in. All I know is, one of the 
many ways in which my current apartment (I moved flay '89) is better. than my 
pPrevicus apartment is that the: balcony cets sunlight. Sesides a windchime in the 
Shape of a busty blonde mermaid, I bought a lot of plants and put tnen in pots on 
the balcony. ly roommate waters them and gives them fish emulsion (uhich snells 
AUFUL), and some of 'em die and some live. Every day when I get hone from work, TI 
go :out on the: balcony - and-. feel. really proud of all the green things wnieh are 
bigger than yesterday or have more flovers, or I feel really worried about 'all the 
green things which are turning brown or losing their flowers. 

In the winter, a friend s|spoke of his intention to plant tonatoes. This Teningedg 
me so strongly (hungrily) of my late grandmother's delicious homegrown tomatoes 
that for Yule, my friend gave me a packet of cherry tomato seeds, a windowbox, and 
a book about growing tomatoes. I put pansies in the windowbox and planted the 
Comato Seeds in a little plastic greenhouse on my dining room windowsill. Out of 26 
Seeds in the plastic greenhouse, I have eight plants on ny balcony (they get tomato 
food instead of fish emulsion); seven in eight-inch pots, and the one in a five 
callon pot 1s twice as large as the next largest. Every spring day I cone home from 
work and look at them and say proudly: "Ny beautiful tomato jungle." Then I say 
hungrily: "Uhere are all the little red tomatoes?" 

I planted and transplanted them earlier than the garden Show on the radio 
advised, but timing turned out well for the Sabbats. At Candlemas, holiday of 
beginning and first shoots, we blessed the first three or four sprouts in their 
greenhouse. At Spring Equinox, holiday of ' greenery, we blessed several transplants 
1n their pots on the balcony. As I write, it is barely the second half of April and 
there are yellow flowers and already: a dozen tiny green tomatoes on ny jungle, so LI 
hope to have the first ripe tomato for Beltane. There is a lot to be said for the 
cliche that every Witch should tend a plant, as a vivid experiential reminder of 
the Green World origin and meaning of the Sabbats. 

Besides welcoming Spiders to eat bugs off my plants, IT have been honoring 
Arachne by putting my attention into my crochet hook instead of into Spinning 
words. (Arachne is the spider goddess of weaving and spinning, who is honored by 
needleworkers even tho! she was defeated by Athena in a weaving contest.) Yule, 
birthdays, baby showers. Afghans, Sweaters, baby blankets, baby clothes. This Lis a 
Uitchy piece of magick, to create a new thing which never existed before: to create 
a Teal, three-dimensional thing out of mere one-dinensional yarn. Everycay life 1s 
IL of Ytehy things: if : you [look-at them Tight... Come to: think of +It;, the 
illusion of reality” could refer to the illusion that boring, mundane, non-magical 
reality is boring, or nundane, or non-magical. | 


The World of Celtic tiythology 


by Alexei Kondratiev 


& The Coming of the Gaels 


When (the Book of Invasions tell us) the Sons of Mil, 
ancestors of the modern Gaels, first came to Ireland from 
Spain, they found the previous inhabitants of the island, 
the Tuatha De Danann, opposing them with awesome 
SOrceries that at first prevented them from landing at all. 
The Danann-folk had learned magical arts during their 
travels in fabulous lands, and it had become a part of 
their nature. Together they represented a full paradigm 
of all the activities a human community could possibly 
engage in, raised to a Supernaturally perfect level. Their 
three rulers, Mac Cuill (*Son of Hazel”), Mac Greine 
(<Son of the Sun”), and Mac Cecht (*Son of Plough”), 
were idealizations of the three occupational classes the 
Celts thought to be necessary components of their Soc- 
iety: the druids and bards, the warrior-aristocracy, and 
the farmers. All three were consorts of the Land-Goddess 
who, acknowledging their kinship with her, responded 
to their needs. So it was that the Irish coast took on the 
Smoothness and roundness of a *hog's back” to repel the 
invaders; and all manner of winds, fogs and floods were 
invoked to further impede their progress. 

But one of the Sons of Mil, Aimhirgin, was himself a 
druid and bard of spectacular accomplishments. He pos- 
Sessed the gift which is the essential Source of bardic 
power, the ability to match words with truth. Setting his 
right foot on Irish soil, he intoned a chant which dis- 
played his thorough knowledge of the sacred patterns 
of time and space, and thus established himself as a being 
of power with links to the divine world. Then he addres- 
sed the Land of Ireland herself, praising her natural fea- 


tures, treating her as a person. With this new contact, 


Some of the hold the Danann-folk had on Ireland slipped: 
the Sons of Mil were able to land on the island, and 
began to make inroads against their enemies. 
Aimhirgin's eloquent appeal to the personal reality of 
Ireland, however, was to have much more striking con- 
Sequences. Eventually the Land-Goddess of Ireland ap- 
peared in human $shape to make a pact with the new 
arrivals who, through the intermediary of their bard, had 
won her favour. This, in accordance with the Celtic belief 
about the triadic nature of reality, requiring every 
phenomenon to go through a threefold process before 
it can be truly manifest, happened three times in three 
different places. First the Goddess appeared in Sliabh 
Mis as Banbha, and granted the Gaels sovereignty over 
the island if in exchange they would henceforth always 
call it by her name. Then $she appeared to them in Sliabh 
Eibhlinne as Fodla, and secured the same agreement. 
Finally, at Uisneach on the plain of Meath, the sacred 
ritual centre of the whole island and the future home of 
the Irish High Kings, She came to them as Eire, the highest 
Sovereignty-goddess of the triad, and her name has re- 


mained attached to the land ever since — though not 
exclusively, for Irish-language poets have always remem- 
bered the two previous pacts, and have always called 
their country Banbha and Fodla as well. 

Although Uisneach would remain a place of great religi- 
ous importance right up to the period of Christianization 
— the place where the druids of Ireland had their principal 
Seat — it was Soon joined and rivaled by Tara ( Teamhair), 
reputedly named after Tea, a daughter-in-law of Mil who 
chose that spot as her burial site. There the High Kings, 
heirs of the Sons of Mil, would come to reside and receive 
the tribute of the provincial rulers, though without ever 
eclipsing the prestige of Uisneach, which was felt to 
perform a necessary function in maintaining the spiritual 
integrity of the land (the two sites were, in bardic ter- 
minology, like "the two kidneys in one body”). With the 
interaction between these two ritual poles — Uisneach 
Symbolizing the eternal continuity of Ireland-as-Goddess 
and Tara being the focus of the temporal Gaelic order — 
the Celts of Ireland maintained an active relationship 
with the Island Aimhirgin had first wooed in their name, 
and based their right to inhabit the land on the stability 
and warmth of that relationship. 

This type of personal relationship with the land, im- 
agined as a goddess, is at the origin of every Celtic com- 
munity and is a fundamental element of Celtic tradition. 
It was impossible, for the early Celts, to think of the land 
they lived on as an inert material that could be shaped 
and exploited at the whim of human settlers. The land's 
nurturing quality — especially that of the rivers which 
flowed through it — conjured up images of a maternal 
being, boundlessly giving to those who. truly loved her, 
but capable of being hurt, and of withholding her 
generosity from offenders. Tribal groups took great pains 
to initiate a proper ritual interchange with their land-god- 
dess, following a pattern like that of the myth of Aimhir- 
gin. They married one of their number — their king — to 
her $so that recognizable kinship ties were established, 
and maintained the balance of the relationship through- 
out the yearly cycle by appropriate seasonal observances. 

Even after Christianization, foreign invasion, and mas- 
Sive Social and economic changes had considerably di- 
luted the native Celtic ideology, this personalization of 
the land = and all the emotions attendant on it — retained 
a powerful hold on the imagination of the people. After 
the Battle of the Boyne and the final collapse of the 
Gaelic Social structure under colonial oppression, Irish 
poets eloquently conveyed, in the outrage and pity of 
their aisling -visions, the abuse the sovereignty-goddess 
was Suffering at the hands of invaders who had no con- 
cept of her existence. And when the Famine terminally 
Sundered tribe from land and sent millions away across 


continued ON ( 


Handfasting Rite 


a grateful tribute 1s paid here to the verbal inspiration for 
this rite, the Oath of the Free Amazons, as written in "Shattered 
Chains” by Marion Zimmer Bradley; and to the humyn | one, 
MJH/Brighit. Caitrin Baer/Nimue 3rd 


Officiating ps and p cast circle, call elements as appropriate 
for the season, the nearest sabbat, etc. The handfasting is the 
"work' to be done. This rite was written Specifically with two 
women partners in mind, but it can be aligned to work with two men 
partners or mixed gender partners. Some gender exclus1ive language 
will need to be changed for the last two cases. 


Life partner: 
Today, for all to hear and see, 
I give up my right to wed another, except in this manner: 


Today, I acknowledge, 
for all to hear and see that, (name) 


1s my Life partner: 

and I |show this by sharing with her/him 

Love, 

(Speaking partner k1sses quiet one) 

NuUurturance, 

(Speaking partner gives a small piece of bread, then finishes it 
herself) 

and Warmth, 

(Speaking partner gives a I11t candle, and holds it with other) 
Not for the first time, and not for the last, 

I acknowledge, for all to hear and see, that (name) 

18s my lover, my $s1gnificant other, my closest friend, my lady/1liege 
And so $S/he w1ll be, as long as $S/he freely chooses. 

From today, I swear no lover binds me against my will, 

that I give myself only in my own season, of my own free .will, 
and my own desires. 

I owe allegiance only to the laws of my heart, 

and laws of the land, when my conscience permits 

I s8wear that (name) 

18 to me as S1ster/brother, daughter /son, friend, lover, 

and that with her/him I will always share 

Love 

(kiss, mutually this time) 

Nurturance 
(1nstead of bread, whatever Special food has been provided) 
and Warmth | 

(use candle to 1l1ght fire) 

For all to hear and see I give my oath, 

to (name), to you present, and to God/dess. So mote 1t be! 
next partner repeats this sequence, 

alternatively, 1f they wish to, the partners might echo each other. 


Ds Or Þ gives a blessing, 


partners bless cakes and wine, 
circle continues. 
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the Atlantic, never to return, the Separation was, for 
many, a traumatic one. Students of the Irih emigrant 
experience — most recently, Kirby Miller in Emigrants 
and Exiles — have at times commented disparagingly 
on the attachment of some first-generation Irish to their 
land of origin, their bitterness at the loss of their roots, 
their unwillingness to assimilate quickly and abandon 
their ethnic identity. One could just as easily recognize 
these traits for the strengths they are, strengths that are 
part of the Celtic heritage and have sustained Celtic 


communities when cultural and economic attrition 


threatened them with extinction. 


Perhaps even today, despite centuries of acculturation, 
enough of that feeling may remain in the hearts of Celtic 
people, to be fanned back to life and action at the sight 
of the Celtic lands so poorly treated, their resources 


plundered without planning or regard for the future, 
certainly without love. J_——_ © 


WORDS OF POWER by Songwolf 
am a WEECH. 

Not a Gardnerlan, or a Neo-Pagan (though I am also both of 
these) or any of the other polite euphemisms to 
desCcribe-me-without-describing-me. I am a witch. And it hurts me to 
have my name, my self, and my 1dentity made the subject of sniggering 
low=-brow humor and gross misrepresentation. 

But maybe you don't see 1t that way. TI didn't. 

A while back in the Neo-Pagan community, which includes witches 
as well as non-witches, a letter was circulated. It was a letter 
from a well-known producer of TV and Movies, sent in answer to 
letters sent by many of us express1ing concern over the anti-witch 
aspects of an upcoming project of his. It 1s to be made from a book 
already in print, so we were all well aware of the content and the 
ERBSSCT of this project.  I1:do:not wish to mention. his name. I 
respect him and his work, and in his letter he responded to our 
Concerns with dignity and grace. TIt 1s no intention of mine to make 
him the 'particular scapegoat for my discusslon. This matter .extends 
far beyond one film, one book. 

But 1t was his reply that started me thinking, because in 1it he 
Said that while he was aware of our concern, the witches he was 
portraying 1in his film were witches of fantasy and folklore, and that 
1n essence they had nothing to do with us. And for a while I thought 
"How nice he took the trouble to reply”, and went away satisflied. 

BI 1tC 18S et all right. He will portray the witches. in-his 
Elm as ugly and-evil, frighteners of children and practitioners: of 
ERALMmaq1c. an a witch. T.am-not these things. 

BUT EhiS EZLllm 185 not-about me.  TIt:its :about these fantasy 
witches. These fantasy witches have nothing to do with me. 

ETn1S: 1s hot true. It 1s.not acceptable. 

The. popular conception of a. witch, from fantasy- and folklore; 
that people like this producer think is "Okay" to show, 1s me. The 
Stereotype was created to defame and propagandize against the 
religious observances of a sSpecific group of people -- the Western 
European practitioners of. a non=-Christian religious practice called 
Witchcraft. This false and distorted 1image was Shaped from the 
actions and religious beliefs of my ancestors for use as a tool of 
Propeganda and persecution, and 1t 1s time that this defamation 
Stopped. 

It 1s not enough for those who portray those unrealistic fantasy 
witches to say that they don't mean me, when they show hags in pointy 
hats working evil magic. It 1s a meaningless and sSpecious 
distinction. The witch stereotype 1s anti-religlious propeganda 
directed against a Specific group of people. Its existance hurts us. 
Its continuation cannot be justified by arguments that 1it 1s old, or 
that 1ts users do not mean modern witches when they create thelr 
works of entertainment. These excuses would not protect them from 
charges of defamation from any other religious group, and they cannot 
be applied here. 

Yes, I am calling for censorshlip -- self-censorshlip. The same 
Sort of censorship that bars offenslive stereotypes of Blacks and Jews 
from the mass media. Stephen Fetchit and Shylock are no longer 
cons1idered acceptable. It 1s time for The Wicked Witch of the West 
to Join them. 
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: :eel Compelled to respond to CELluki 2es Shahar's article, "ly .ieretic 
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deart', Decause I disagree so strongly with her about wnich deities are ours 
co worship., rFirst, let me state that I know Eluki, and IT like her. Wwe!ve teen 
in many Circles together, inclyudiag some she's run and some that 1 have. cone 
of this should be taken as a personal attack, and I will endeavor to disagree 
without Deing disagreeable. | 

ſo begin with, we need look no farther than the Gardneriaa 3ook of Shadows 
itslef. In the Charge of the Coddess, She refers to :erself by a long list of 
names crom Zgyptian, ureek, atoman, celtic, and. other Zuropean nythologies; She 
also States that She is the Goddess of the witches. who are we to contradict 
ier? Her consort the God is less clearly self-defined, out He is called »y 
nany names out of similar European pantheons. So our deities tell us plainly 
that They are known to us by many names, out they are our Goddess and cod, 

if vou accept the 2ook of Shadows as the sacred teachings nanded gown in 
Secret from before the :urning Time, the internal evidence should ve convincing 
enou2n ov itself®. 3ut some witches vDelieve that the Zook was consciouslyv 
ConsStrucced 5v Gerald GLardaner and his Cfriencs, as an attempt to create a workaole 
SyStem vf rituals based on ancient :olxlore and nythology. These people. were all 
well-versed in ceremonial magick, folkwavys, and: comparative religion, and thev 
drew upon all these sources in their efforts to form a cohesive nagickal system 
by svnthesizing many diverse images. This type of syncretism strengthens, rather 
taan invalidaates, the religious experience; for example, there are detectavle 
traces of Isis-worsnip and :{ithraism in the toman Catholic Church. 

Now I will argue from my own personal theology. I vDelieve that the Source, 
the God DHeyond the gods", is just too big. and abstract for us humans to comprehend 
directly; we have to conceptualize it in symbols. I choose to think of it as a 
ayad, Decause tne observable universe seems to ÞDe organized mostly into dualities, 
:rom '"'up” ang "down" spin of subatomic particles to manmalian sex. So it seems 
logical to use Symbols like Yin and Yang -- or Jyoddess and God, In turn, each 
nember of the dyad can be likened to a crystalline gem with myriads of facets; 
each individual facet refracts the energy from the Unknowable Source in a slightly 
different fashion, So (taking the Goddess- jewel for an example) we experience the 
enerty refracted from the Apnrodite facet, or the Isis facet, or Temaya or 
<xali or wan Yin or Pele, 3ut it seems very unwise indeed to say, "I will choose 
to experience only the energy refracted from these few facets, and consider 
any other facets invalid.” Why limit yourself that way? (Of course, if you're 
lucky, the energy from some facet you don't acknowledge will gra> you by the 
SCruff of the neck when you're not paving attention, and force you to accept the 
validity of Coyote or Indra or. Izanami. ) 

-lany people have come to the Craft throuen Paganism, and manv gagans were 
2agans first. At a very early age, they found more. meaning and nore emotional 
intensity in the yods and Goddesses of some ancient pantneon than tney dic in 
the mainstream religion of their vHirth. Their <first experiences with the Lady 
anc Lord came as [Isis and Osiris, or Artemis and Apollo, or Ffreya and hor. are 
these people "not really Witches"? I'm also reminded of a conversation with our 
former Hizh ?Priest; I confessed that ! still had a lingering dislike for Christi- 
anity, and he replied, "Well, I consider myself enough of a polytheist to include 
Jesus." Was he "not worshippin2 the Gods of the Nitches"'? 

As is not to Say that: it is perfectly all right. to pick a 30d, any. 20d, and 
call it Witchcraft. If vou pick a deity out of some obscure pantnieon while 
leafing idlv through a dictionary of mythology, without context or careful researci, 
just to have a more impressive "GCodform of the :onth" -- well, you can go Suck a 
crystal; you're not a Wiech. But if you feel a powerful emotional response when 
you hear the name of a particular deity; if that Goddess or God haunts your thoughts 
and drives you to regearch Wer or His history, s8ymbolism, and worship in depth, 


then you have to accept that that facet of the jewel is aimed at you. 
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Outer Court Circle/Ccaitrin Mahony Baer/aka rs 12/17/89 


Traditional order of circle 1s blessing elements, calling quarters, 
casting circle, circle work, cakes and wine, grounding-sacred 
nonsense, d1ismissing quarters, taking up circle. 

This circle will follow the traditional order in practice, despite 
1ts current arrangement on the file. This circle 1s not intended 
to be formally G'dnerian, but neither 1s 1t heterodox according to 
my uUunderstanding. cmbrs/Nimue 


BLESSING: THE ELEMENTS: 
*xPriest/ess offers water to the gods, raising water bowl from 
the altar to her arms length and back to altar,saying: 


BEGINNER OF ALL, BEGIN OUR RITE 

WOMB OF ALL, CLEANSE THIS SITE 
MOTHER OF ALL, 

THIS PLACE, THESE CHILDREN ARE YOURS, 
CARRY US WARMLY, SAFELY, SURELY, 

Re US FEEL, 

OCEAN MOTHER, DEEP FATHER, 

WASH US IN YOUR LOVE. 


Priest/ess now mixes 3 measures of salt into water and offers 
Salt and water bow] as above, saying: 


SAVOR OF LIFE, FLAVOR OF EARTH, 
MIX WITH WATER, TASTE OF BIRTH 
VANISH, YET REMAIN WITHIN, 

SHOW US MYSTERIES YET TO WIN 
SHOW US WHERE WE ALL BEGIN 

SEAL OUR CIRCLE, SEAL OUR HEARTS, 
EE FF US: TOUCH, 

EARTH MOTHER, DARK FATHER 
NURTURE US IN YOUR DEPTHS. 


Priest/ess lights charcoal with taper or candle and offers 
1t to the gods, as above, then places 1t in the censer, saying: 


Gzt1 OF-LIGHT, -SUN-BRIGHT- GIFT, 

BURN AND GLOW, DEVOUR AND REMAIN, 

DIE DOWN, BURST OUT AGAIN, 

UNDYING SUN, LIGHT OUR WORKING, BURN OUT FEAR, 
CET US DESIRE, 

SUN FATHER, BRIGHT MOTHER, 

WARM US IN YOUR GLANCES. 


Priest/ess now adds 3 measures of incense to the coal 
and offers 1t to the gods as above, then places 1t on the altar, 
Saying: 


FORCE OF WINDS, RUSHING SWEETNESS OF BREATH, 
MECD WITH FIRE TO SEAL OUR. CIRCLE, 
MOVER OF TIDES AND TREES AND FIRES, 


MOVER OF HAWKS AND OWLS AND WRENS, 
MOVER OF BREASTS AND HEARTS AND MINDS, 
LET US UNDERSTAND, 

STORM FATHER, UNSEEN MOTHER 

MOVE US WITH YOUR THOUGHTS. 


Calling the quarters: 


the east: The priest/ess lights quarter candle, .envisioning 
h1r personal deities for east,air, intellect 
S/he then says aloud: 


POWERS of AIR ATTEND US, RULERS OF AIR PROTECT US. 

(Slowly brings arms Up and out to left and right so that on welcome 
the gesture 1s complete) 

HORUS, DECHTERE, TANIT, LLEW, 

GUARD OUR WORKING, JOIN OUR CIRCLE, 

COME NOW AND BE WELCOME! 


Circle members respond: COME AND BE WELCOME! 


repeat this pattern with appropriate changes in South, west, and 

nortn. 

1.e. TARA, OLWEN, APOLLO, THOR, (f1F@, Wi] ]:) | 
CREDDYLAD, PERSEUS, SARASVATI, KHENSU (water, feeling) 


CHANGING WOMAN, ASHERAH, HERNE, TAMMUZ (earth, sensation) 

The priest/ess completes the quarter call by s1lently 
addressing the eastern quarter to make the circuit whole. The 
priest/ess officiating at the circle, or the one calling the 
quarters may choose to employ different god/dess names for each 
circle, depending on the intent of that ritual. 


Circle Casting: 

High priest/ess takes her athame or coven 8sword from the altar 
and moves to eastern quarter. As she does so, circle. members pass 
first the combined salt and water, and secondly the: censer, 
Starting in the east, sunwise to one another until the circle 1s 
whole. at that point, hps and hp (officiators) are saluted with 
salt/water and incense. (in the vernacular: 'splashed and smoked.”) 


HPS: (walks sunwise, drawing circle as she walks) 


I CAST THIS CIRCLE WIDE AND STRONG, 

I CAST THIS CIRCLE TALL AND BRIGHT, 

BE A WOMB OF GODDESS, BE A HOME TO GODS, 
I DRAW THIS BOUNDARY BETWEEN THE WORLDS, 
I DRAW THIS PLACE OUT OF SPACE AND TIME. 
JOIN AIR TO FIRE, WATER TO EARTH, 

JOIN WATER TO EARTH, FIRE TO AIR, 

CAST AND CLEANSE, SEAL AND LIGHT, 

JOHN EAST TU SOUTH TO--WEST- TO NORTH, 
JOIN MIND TO WILL TO HEART TO HANDS. 
LIGHT AND SEAL, CLEANSE AND CAST. 

MY MIND BUILDS THIS CIRCLE WITH WORDS, 


MY WILL DRAWS THIS CIRCLE WITH LIGHT, 

MY REART SEATS THIS CIRCLE: WITH LOVE, 

MY HAND SHAPES THIS CIRCLE WITH STRENGTH. 
THIS CIRCLE IS CAST AND CLEANSED, 

THIS CIRCLE IS LIT AND SEALED, 

THIS CIRCLE IS A WOMB OF GODDESS, 

THIS CIRCLE IS A HOME TO GODS 

—_—_ WIC MO I1..B-: 


_ Circle members respond: SO MOTE IT BE! 

The work of the circle begins here, which can include invoking 
the gods, but only when appropriate. After the work of the circle, 
whatever purpose the group has for gathering tonight, has been 
completed, a period of grounding the energy raised begins with what 
1s traditionally called cakes and wine 
Traditionally the hp holds the cup of wine, the hps lowers her 
athame into 1t and draws the pentacle in blessing. then the hp 
draws a pentacle in blessing over the cake. | 


BLESSING THE WINE--AND- CAKES: 

WINE: 

RES: JOIN WATER TO FIRE, . JOIN-LOVE. TO WILL 

oblation 1s given to the gods, hp offers cup to hps saying: 
BEESSED BE THEE! 

hp and or circle members pass cup around circle,responding in 
turn: BLESSED BE! 


CAKES: 

HP; JOIN AIR AND EARTH, JOIN MIND AND FORM 

ablution 1s given, hps offers piece of cake to hp, saying: 
BLESSED BE THEE! 

hps and circle members pass cake around circle, responding in turn, 


SCESSED BE! 


There are no set rules for the rest of the circle, with the 
exception that, until the circle 1s taken up, everyone 18S 
addressed with due respect and BY THEIR CIRCLE NAMES, NOT BY THEIR 
EVERYDAY NAMES. this 1s st111 a place taken out of |space and time. 
when the hps or hp notes that grounding has been accomplished to 
the point of every day matters entering the conversation or 
otherwise indicating that the focus has been lost, someone 1s 
appointed to dismiss the quarters: 


Starting in the east: 


FOR GUARDING OUR CIRCLE, WE HONOR YOU, 

FOR JOINING OUR RITES, WE THANK YOU 

POWERS OF AIR, POWERS OF MIND, WE WELCOME YOU, 
AND IF YOU MUST RETURN TO YOUR SHINING REALMS, 
WE BID YOU HAIL AND FAREWELL! 


(circle members respond: HAIL AND FAREWELL!) 
to be repeated at south, west and north quarters 
with appropriate changes. 


CI 


At this point the hp or hps gives a traditional blessing, thi 
the first one I learned and my favorite: 

MDs: 

In the name of my Mistress, the fair One, the Three fold One, 
I bless you with the power, and with coming and going 

each to each, everlasting, eternal and 111luminated, 


Be Blessed! 


For taking up the circle itself there are a number of mucn 
used formulas. this circle will employ the following traditional 
chant : FIRE, SEAL- THE: CIRCLE ROUND, 

LET IT FADE BENEATH THE GROUND, 
LET AEC THINGS BE: AS-- THEY "WERE, 
SINCE THE BEGINNING OF TIME. 


The hps or someone appointed for the task, carries nir 
athame about the circle, starting at the east quarter, reciting 
the verse, the circle members recite 1t after hir, as a round. 
JUSE as with casting the circle, picking. it up starts. in the east; 
travels sunwise all the way around back to the east quarter. 


Traditionally at that point the hps declares: 


THE CIRCLE IS OPEN, THE GODDESS BLESSES HER CHILDREN! 
MERRY MEET AND MERRY PART, AND MERRY, MEET AGAIN! 


xAUthor's note: In almost all cases, excepting, traditionally and 
in this case, cutting the circle, the tasks to be done in this 
outer court circle can be done by any circle member. To keep 
members focused on what's going on, its been suggested that 
elemental bless1ings and quarter callings be parceled out, depending 
on how many minds and bodies you have present. For example, one 
pPerson could do one elemental blessings, leaving three more for 
three others to do, the s ame with the quarters. BUT, it remains the 
task of those circle members who are not physically doing something 
FIgRNt now, to: focus onthe intent of the circle; the work to be 
done in circle, the sabbat or season or esbat being celebrated. 
Center ing and focus ing on the circle, taking oneSelf out of time 
and place as the circle itself 1s taken 1s the job” of each 
member. No exceptions. Exams, groceries, laundry lists, employers, 

phone calls and all other everyday cons1derations. are put as1de 
with everyday clothing. cmbrs 
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Tae Gods limit Themselves, or not, as They choose, and it is not our task to 
limit Them. And the Gods choose Their worshippers according to Their own logic, 
which is not the Same as ours. I am a Witch, and if Quetzalcoatl or OfR Should 
demand my worship, I'11 still ve a Witch. 

And so0 will you, 


A GRAMMAR OF MAGIC by Songwolf 


Back 1in the days when Magic was widely practiced, rather than 
Just talked about, there was, as can be expected, a comprehensive 
technical vocabulary to describe the various practices of the Mantic 
Arts (from a Greek root which also gives us Mania: god-possessed, 
divinatory). Much of this specialized vocabulary has been been lost, 
and of the survivors in common usage today, few are used with any 
Sense of their actual and original meaning. 

Nonetheless, it 1s not a difficult task to restore them, and any 
DerSon with a tastre for old Talry tales and. an O.E.D. could duplicate 
my research to provide the rectified definitions given here. 


=a CANTRIP or CANTHRIP 1s a spoken magic, usually in the form of- a 
Short verse or couplet. Sometimes referred to as a spoken charm. 


=a SPELL 1s written, on parchment or anything else that will take an 
1mpress1lon, and, as the name implies, 1s spelled out, letter by 
letter, in an alphabet where each letter has a magical power and 
personalilty, such as Hebrew or Runic. That you usually CAST a SPELL 
may retrlect. a tradition-of :flinging the letters to the ground: to 
activate their magical power -- a construction that survives both in 
CASTING the runes and CASTING a horoscope (in this later sense, 'to 
cast' seems obviously derived from 'to shape'). 


=a GLAMOR (glamour, glamorie) 1s a magic cast against the S19ht\, 


Or perception of the victim, in order to delude by magic. The word \ 
EDnmes from the: Scots. which-retalilned much of. its magical vocabulary 


until quite late, and comes from the same root as to GLAUM, or see. 

A GLAMOR obscures the true nature of a thing; what the victim sees 15S 
an infinitely alluring 1illusion. It 1s interesting to note that even 
1n 1ts mundane use today the connotation of an unreal beauty or 
deslrablility remains. 


 EHARM 1S Cratrted,. from a: collection of :-phys ical. objects. It ris 
Erriclially Similar to: an AMULET or TALISMAN (q.v.).,. but:-1s::o0£-:a 
Shorter duration, and once '(triggered' it is inert and cannot be 
recharged. Originally a CHARM was a sung (as opposed to spoken) 
mag1ic; the blended song of birds was also at one time referred to as 
a Charm. CHARM made its transition from a sung -mag1c to a concrete 
obJect when 1t became 1dentified with love. A charm was a love 
magic, and the word became transferred to the phys1ical components of 
the |spell. Its varying meanings survive in the collection of small 
objects that decorates what we call a CHARM BRACELET, and also in the 
adjective CHARMING. 


-an AMULET 1s a pass1ive/protective physical object worn or carried on 
the body to avert a happening oOr.a Specific class of happenings. Tt 
nas long-term efficacy, and may require recharging, but generally 1it 
does not need replacing. 


=a TALISMAN 1s an active/causative physical object generally but not 
always carried on the body. TIt causes things to happen and confers 
'Power' (mana, baraka) on the holder. Talismans can be transfered, 
and the power usually but not always 1s inherent within the object 
and not put there by the creator. Talismans are often 1dentiflied 
with Touchstones, although the reason for this 1s unclear. 


*3 TOUCHS TONE, while not' strictly a magical object; has the 
connotation of proving (that 1s, testing or dispelling) the presense 
35 gtamorie or engsorcellment (from. SORCERY. q.v.). Historically,: the 
EaUERStone is of quartz or. black basalt; 1t was usedas. 1t 1s today 
to test (prove) the purity of gold. - Objects which carry a magical 
EEAMOR 1n order to declieve- {(such. as fairy gold): revert to: their 
natural state in the presence of a Touchstone, although the 


Touchstone carries no magical charge itself. 


ER term SORCERY 1S used today.as a catch-all for all. active and 
passSslve mantic practices. It 1s derived from the Latin SORTILEGE, 
meaning the casting of lots, and may apply equally to divinatory 
DFactice or tothe common.-class1ical World. practice of: choos ing. an 
acceptable sacrifice by lot. The chosen victim (see Frazler's GOLDEN 
BOUGH) 1s frequently presumed to have magical powers between the time 
of his choosing and sacrifice. 


-=to HALLOW 1s to render holy or sacred by use and incluslon in 
ritual. The word also applies to the object as well as the process 
FECT. All HatTows Eve. -- -1n 1ts modern: Vvers1ion, All-Saints Eves: The 
Twelve Treasures of Britain are referred to in many old manuscripts 
as the Twelve Hallows; one is tempted to draw a connection between 
the ritual treasures and the grave-goods buried with the dead who are 
also venerated on this day. - A 'hallow' 1s not a consecrated object; 
an object can be hallowed or consecrated, not both. 


>=an ENCHANTMENT 1s a chanted magic, longer than the CANTRIP. 
Enchantment 1s often coupled with GLAMOR (q.v.) in the popular usages 
as: the casting of an enchantment or GLAMOR over a person or place. 


-an INCANTATION 1s the same as an ENCHANTMENT -- or to be precise, 
you ENCHANT somebody with an INCANTATION. The word has the 
RRStatlon of Summoning (to INVOKE, q.v. a Power or. Entity == by 
means of a long sSpeech or prayer -- which then accomplishes the 
deslre of the ENCHANTER. 


=to INVOKE (from the Latin INVOCARE, to call) 1s to draw power from 
above and without. 


Ro EVOKE (EVOCARE, to call. forth) 1s to draw power: from below: and 
within. EVOKATION has the connotation of rousing something that 1s 


already present. 


To be SPELLBOUND 1s of course to be under the influence of a 
SPELL. If you”re BEWITCHED a: witch may. have had a hand in 1t, but: it 
also indicates that you have been ' turned as1ide from your. course of 
action (WYK, the Indo-European root-word of both WICCA and WITCH, 
contains the meaning of 'to turn aside'), and to ENTRANCE someone 15S 
Self-explanatory. Of course, with time and chance all these fine 
Shadings of meaning have fallen into abeyance, so that we can speak 
of charms, amulets and talismans as interchangeable objects and a 
famous modern witch can write the phrase 'Chant the Spell and be 1t 
done' with no sense of incongruity. 

Incidentally, the most likely reason that 'Spell' has survived 
SS Ee cCatch-alti word for the exercise of the Art Magical: 1s because 
for a long time in Christian Europe the information was transmitted 
1n writing -=- the GRIMOIRES, or BLACK BOOKS. The word GRIMOIRE 1s 
actually Medieval French for 'grammar"' or 'primer'. | 

Words Strictly outside. the scope of this article; but-included 


for completion's sake, are the foreign borrowings FETISH (also 
fetch), TABOO (also tabu), TOTEM, and SHAMAN. While never having had 
a place in the technical vocabulary of north-west European magical 
practice, they are worth defining exactly because of their widespread 
use (and epistomological drift) in the Neopagan community today. 

: EETISH (aiS80 Fetich, Fetch}: :-Brouqht': into Enqlish:in the 16th 
century, it 1s an English adaptation of a French transliteration (the 
word they came up with was FETICHE; [to contain] charm or sorcery; 
probably from the same root as FAIRY) of a Guinean word meaning, 
Seugaly a Skiltully contrived artificial:obJject which is :the 'subJect 
of worship'. The word originally carried the corollary meanings of 
190 adorn: and *o practice magic*.- FETISH. has come. to mean: an 
obJect compulsively carried or act compulsively performed, and has 
made a mundane transfer to sexual abnormality (shoe fetish, leather 
SSE2S0). In thws use too It retains the: connotation of :'the 
Power-obJect; the power conferred in this case 1s sexual potency. 

In the Hoodoo. (as distinct from Voodoo or Voudon) practice. of 
the southern United States, a FETCH 1s a non-physical familiar, 
conjured by and bound to the Fetch Doctor (compare with Witch Doctor, 
SH1T1t Doctor), Which does its master's bidding. The: FETCH (the 
COrruption of FETISH seems obvious) may be the 'soul' of a deceased 
human, a minor Spirit or elemental, the spirit of an animal, or a 
part of the conjurman's life essence. 

FETCH 1s also a (lingquistically-unrelated) Northen England word 
RR SPIT1lt, ment, or apparition... nm this. connection. it nas the 
Cannotation ot-psycnopompos,. or conductor: of the dead. 

TABOO (also tabu): A Macrones1lan word which entered English 1in 
the 18th century, meaning sacred or consecrated. Almost immediately 
upon coming into English 1t was simplified to mean 'forbidden':.. 
People, places, or objects can all be declared TABOO, 1.e. 
untouchable except by proper persons properly prepared. The word has 
acquired no technical Neopagan meaning; when used non-technically in 
English (soclial taboos, taboo words) there 1s a Suggestion of 
uncleanliness about. the taboo object which was not originally a part 
of the meaning of the word. 

TOTEM: An Algonquin Indian word introduced into English in the 
LWERCentury. 10 xts. origlal-use, a famillar -SPirit held: 1n: common 
by an extended family group. The modern meaning has broadened to 
1nclude an animal or non-living object taken as an emblem and 
Symbolic representation of a group or person, in order that the 
POWers Or virtues of the totem object may be magically transferred to 
the POSSeSsSOrC. 

SHAMAN: Possibly originally Chinese or Russian; brought into 
English in the l600's in reports sent. home by travellers in Northern 
ASla. The original meaning seems to be $spirit-doctor or 
Splrit-dancer; the only English meaning. of the word 1s to denote an 
aboriginal magic-user. As such, the word has been transferred to 
non-Aslatic cultures: 1it 1s perfectly correct to speak of North 
American s|shamanic practice, for example, and the Druids of 
Celto-Iberian Gaul have been cited by many experts as practicing 
Shamanic techniques -- 1.e., inducing knowledge and conversation of 
the spirits by use of ecstatic techniques. 

ECSTACY comes from the Greek root EKSTASIS, to drive [oneself] 
out of the body [and into the realm of: the gods], which brings us 
Uri-circle tothe: first word: defined. in. this. essay: Mantica, or 
Magic. At root all mantic operations are attempts to communicate 
directly with the gods. From 'the casting of lots' to 'the calling 
down with songs', the methods whose history 1s recorded in the 
English lanquage are as various and similar as the peoples who have 


woOrshlpped. 
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A Hymn to Ishtar 


by Judy Harrow 


New lyrics to an old tune (the hymn, Babylon 
is Fallen), copyright 1989 by Judy Harrow 
on behalf of the Lady's neople These words 
may be uscd and circulated freely. They are 
only copyrighted to prevent anyone else from 
restricting them in any way. 
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Through the bit- ter 


Wo in si- lence wait- ed long, 
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La- dy, the La- dy, Sing un- To the La- 


Hat the day 50 long expected 

Through the bitter years of pain: 

To Her shining throne erected 

Mighty Ishtar comes again. 

As Her glory rises in us, 

Who m Silence waited long: 

Sing unto the Lady, the Lady, the Lady, 
Sing unto the Lack a welcome Song! 


- 


dy Aa wel- come 380ng. 


Now behold the dawning wonder 


As the beauty of the past 


Bright as lightning, strong as thunder, 
Comes agam at last, at last! 

Raxe your voices, man and woman, 
Child and elder, weak and stronn: 


Sing unto the "9s the Lady, the Lady, 
Y 


Seng unto the L 


a welcome Song! 


® In the old ways now we pratse Her, 
Pour to Her the honey wine, | 
Burn sweet mcense on the brazzer, 
. Bake the moon cakes for Her $1qn. 
To the drumbeat dance before Her, 
In proces10n joyful throng: 
Sing unto the "2s the Lady, the Lady, 
24 


Sing unto the L 


a welcome song! 
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The Purim Story 


urim 1s the last Babylonian national holiday 
much celebrated nowadays. It was the spring, 
holiday, the cclebration of the renewal of 
fertility, when the King of Babylon ascended 
the great ziggurat to the temple of heaven on 
its Summit, and Ishtar, Qucen of Heaven, was 
drawn down into a priestcss, and brought to 
the king by a priest who had drawn into 
himsclf the god of the city, Bel-Marduk. And 
as the king made love to the goddess, wedding 
himsclf as the representative of the people to 
her as the onion of fernile Mesopotamia, 
the whole town went wild: New clothes, fruits 
and wine, orgiastic celebrations broke out 
everywhere. It was a totally jovous occasion. 

The Jews found it irresistiblc. 

The Jews were carricd off tro Babylon in 
$86 B.C.E. by Nebuchadnezzar, who destroved 
Jerusclam and the truculent little kingdom of 
Judaca. By the waters of Babvlon—the 


Euphrates, to be exact—there they sat down, - 


yea they wept. But they got over it. By the 
time Cyrus of Persia conquered Babylon and 
gave them permission to return to Judaca and 
rcbuild their Temple, few Jews wanted to go. 
Babylon was the New, Improved Jerusclam— 
forcrunner of New York. 

And though some Jews did go back and 
rebuild, most did not. They remained in 
Babylon, ruled by their native princes of the 
House of David, and $spent their idle hours 
codifying their Book and writing commentaries 
upon it—the Talmud. This went on for a very 
long time—in fact, until the Mongols ecrascd 
Babylon somc. cightcen centuries after 
Nebuchadnezzar. _ 

Inevitably, local influences crept into Judaism. 
You can detect them in the Books of Damiel 
and Job, of Susannah and Esther. Especially 


the megillah, the Book of Esther. 


Because after five centuries of celebrating 
Purim just as enthusiasrically as the Babylonians 
did, s0mebody went to a learned rabbi and 
Said, Why are we doing this? 

And the rabbi thought fast and abstrusely 
(ir's what they do best) and came up with: 


There was this Jewish girl named, cr, Esther, 
and her, cr, uncle, Mordecai, and he gave her 
to the king of Babylon, Ahasucrus (Ahasuerus 
15 usvally taken to be Xerxes of Pers, the lasr 
king of Babylon—whose independence he 
crushed—to pertorm the ;acred copulation). 
And Exsther saved the Jew's from the persecutions 
of Haman (scc below). 

And the Jews, greatly relieved that there 
was nothing, pagan or 1dolatrous about this, 
went back to celebrating the rites of Ishrar, 
as they had been celebrated forever. 

One liberated woman told me, *You put 
on new clothes and scnd baskers of food to 
everyone vou know, and then vou read the 
Purim story at dinner, except nowadays we 
don't just hiss Haman and cheer Esther; we 
also cheer for Vashti [Ahasuerns? first wife, 
executed for not following hw orders].” = 

Foods cspecially favored at Purim include 
hamantaschen, *Haman's hats,” which are three- 
comercd pastrics, the $sides folded over on a 
dollop of lekvar, which is Hungarian prune 
jam and the finest of all fruit pastry fillings. 
But a Jew1$h pagan priestess last Purim, having 
baked a batch, prevented them at a skv-clad 
ritual, saving, *Thev call these Haman's hats. 
Bur thev're not hats.” And $she lowered her 
arm until the juicy, tricorn pastry mimicked 
part of her anatomv. 

So hamantaschen arc a very pagan thing 
to do, and Ishtar will be delighted if you cat 
them in her honor. 

And a man raised by a rabbi grandfather 
rold me, *Itr's the great kids' holiday, becausc 
you listen to the menilah, and you cheer and 

) and act silly when the proper names 
come up. And you're supposcd to get drunk— 
very drunk. So drunk, they $ay, that you 
cannot distinguish good from evil—which is 
a rabbinical way of saying impossibly drunk. 
Because there 1s no "nh, of intoxication at 
which the righteous cannot distinguish good 
from evil.” 

Nonetheless, even the righteous should not 
drive while in this state. 

—}F.Y. 


by Bellaga Ae thiza 


(NOR? Ke ” ems 


Everything enters when yOu ODe&8Nn Up: 
Eirth of bless1ings. Dlazing brighty 


The force of ftriend.y +l aming fire: 


EOVe 1m eur: IL1fte. Like the iirnkts: Ii ant. 


(904 +1 
Sharing, yet till SELarate felyveaes, 
Fer gon to pbperson 1n pbpartneresnip paired: 


Both aiving and getting gifts will gladaers: 


Sweet the sensation when Something 1s shared' 


þ WNT 50 


Fortune finally favors ftiulfitllments: 


The soul has coug<ht the Self? s 
JUSE FejoO1Ge anc itump with ioy' 


Ft ter hiah hope. 


oP” OTEAN SYNTHESIES #26 


Editor: Rita Prince Winston 
Thalassa kai Oros Coven 
548-3 Venice Bl 
Venice CA 90291 
(213) 822-7716 


This is the Ostara '91 ish of PS.- 1 
found Protean family qossip in the 
Spring '91 HARVEST, which reported: 
Margot Adler gave birth to a boy in 
December 1990; Valerie Voigt gave birth 
to a girl, Cara Astarte Lee, on the 
evening of Feb 7, 1991. 

Thish has four* letters about the 
Trad thing. As usual, I think that all 
the writers are right, except that TI as 
an individual feel a personal need to 
Separate myself from the anti-Judaismn 
in .Brightshadou's letter. I like 
Judaism. I also like tribalism -- from 
my point of view, "this whole problem" 
is caused by my rTeluctance to leave the 
Protean tribe and be cast out into a 
lonely, new UWUinstonian Trad. B8TYl, TI 
also think that the ultraconservatives 
have a Tight towhave an ultraconser- 
vative tribe of their own, and do u-c 
Tituals and u-c gatherings and u-c 
zines and be u-c together, if that's 
what makes them happy. I don't just 
believe in the right of consenting 
adults to do things that I don't want 
to do; I believe that diversity in the 
Craft (for example, having a whole 
range of covens from ultraconservative 
to ultraeclectic) actively serves the 
Loads. 

Meanwhile, my mailing list for PS 
has Increased to 53 addresses. The Yule 
'90 and Oimelc '91 ishes were 19 paqes 
each and thish looks to be 17 pages. It 
costs me $54 to photocopy 53 copies of 
19 pages, and 62g (at the new postal 
rates) a copy to mail 19 (or 17) paqes: 
that's $32.86, according to a borrowed 
calculator. From the Yule ish to nou, TI 
received a total of $40 in donations. TL 
am very grateful far the donations, but 
I still find that I am spending a lot 
of my own money on this project. I hate 
begging for money (it's so humiliating) 
but this is a hint. 


K five 


What really bothers me 1s that TI 
might be spending my money to mail zines 
to addresses which Proteans moved away 
from years ago, where the current people 
Jzust throw out our precious words. What 
I WANT to do is rebuild the mailing list 
from scratch, by asking everyone to send 
me a postcard with their current mailing 
address for PS, I think postcards are 


Still only 19g postaqe. 


SEND A POSTCARD UITH YOUR MAILING. 
ADDRESS UNLESS YOU WANT TO BE DROPPED 
FROM THE PS MAILING LIST. 


I have a few lines to fill. On Saturday 
(March 9), I went to a UCLA Extension 
program on the Vikings. The lecture(and 
pictures) of building authentic replicas 
of Viking ships was so good it made me 
want to build a: Viking ship of my oun! 
Another lecture dealt with ship burials. 
Excavations indicate that ship burials 
rTeached their peak in the 5rd century 
CoE., which was before the Viking era, 


and included people so poor that their 


only grave-good was a piece of a ship. 
The lecture was very complicated, but 
the conclusion. Seemed to be that the 
Ship was the symbol of fertility gods 
(what we would call Vanir), representing 
their departure in fall and return in 


Spring, and the ship burial represented 


the worshippers' hope of rebirth (Like 
the grain gods). The lecturer showed a 
Slide of a tombstone with a Ship carved 
on it and an othervuise identical 
tombstone with a Christian cross on it, 
and indicated that this was a simple one 
for one Substitutions the symbolism has 


the same meaning. 


Dear Protean Family: 


I've read, reread, and mulled over Rita's and Judy's letters to PS 
#23 for weeks now. It Seems to me that there are two Beparate isSSues 
being discussed (not in any particular order): 


1. Is "Protean” a Tradition within the Wiccan religion, and if 
so how Should it be defined; 


2. Are "Protean Gardgnerians" real Gardnerians. 


First, im "Protean” a Tradition within the Wiccan religion? I feel 
that yes, it is. Howevery,y I define this Protean Tradition as consisting 
of: anyone who has experienced an initiatory, cross-initiatory, or Some 
other type of bonding ritual (i.e. a Sister coven ritual) with a Priest or 
Priestess who can trace their initiatory, cross-initiatory, or some other 
type of bonding lineage to Judy Harrow. Members of the Protean Tradition 
can be members of other Traditions, but are not required to do oc; and 
that all members of the Protean Tradition, while they may Share many 
things in common in their religious practice, must adhere to the magical 
ethic, "we do not work magic for anyone without that person's express 
consent.” I'11l admit that this is a vague definition, because I want our 
definition of "Protean” to be as inclusive as possible. 

I do not believe that defining the Protean Tradition has any bearing 
on the Gardnerian question, it is a completely Separate isSue. There are 
Proteans, Gardnerian Proteans, Faery Proteans, Mycotan Proteans, ad 
infinitums I happen to think that this diversity is one of our many 
Strengths. Yes Ritays if you wish to define yourself as a member of the 
Protean Tradition and join the UWC board. as the Frotean representative, by 
all means do So. 

Secondly, the great Gardnerian controversy: are Protean Gardnerians 
real Gardnerians? Yes, most emphatically YES!!! 

The changes that Lady Cleindori and the Proteus Coven made to the 
ritual practices of the Gardnerian tradition can be defended on numerous 


grounds, Some of which are: 


1. All of the changes instituted within the Proteus Coven were made 
with Queen Lady Morveren's knowledge and consent. This practice is 
in keeping with the tenets and oaths of the Gardnerian Tradition. 


2. The theological reaSoning behind the changes is sound. 


3. The psychological reasoning in Support of the changes is beyond 
reproach. 


&. When Gardner created the rituals, he did just that. He created 
rituals to meet his own Spiritual/sexual needs, stealing/borrowing 
anything that worked from whatever Sources he could get access to. 
In order to do as Gardner did, we can not Simply re-enact his 
rituals; we must meet our own Spiritual/Sexual needs, 
Stealing/borrowing anything that works from whatever Sources we can 
get access to. 


Do all Gardnerians agree with this argument? No. There are 
Furndamentalist Gardnerians who sgem to believe that the rituals that 
Gardner wrote must always be worked the way he wrote them. Neither Side 
of this argument will change their mind, and So we are at an impasse. 

Will there be a schism? Yes. I firmly believe that I am a 
Gardnerians that I practice the tradition in accordance with my oaths. 1 
identify myzelf as a Gardnerian High Priestess, and I will contirue to do 
Soc» TI do not recognize that anyone within the tradition has the authority 
to expel me from the tradition. I will not abdicate that authority to 
anyone. Therefore, regardiless of what anyone SeyS» I am Gardnerian. 

I do not feel that contiruing this debate of definition any longer 3s 
worthwhile. {Granted, I've never written to the Hidden Path, but I've 
been a part of the debate, burning up the phone lines between CA and NY.) 
We will never change the minds of thoze who hold the opposing view; and 
they will never change nine. Soy let's do something more creative and 
productive with this energy and imply stop arguing. 

I Suggest that we let the Fundamentalists have Louisvities the Hidden 
Path», and the other Path publications. Ve can get on with the business of 
being Gardnerians calling ourselves Gardnerian and channeling our 
energies into thoze projects that each of us is called to. There are more 
important things to do than contimue to beat our heads against closed 
minds. 

Sos finally, Rita I'll wuppor t you in your decision to join the UWC 
board as a Protean if that is what you decide to do. I pray that the 
Protean Tradition will continue to grow, change, and attract the ag@ekers 
who wish to grow and change. And for thogse of us who are Gardnerian our 
challenge is to contirue to be Gardnerian, in whatever way we See fit, as 
long as our Queen SayS, "Okay." 

Blessed Bos 

Julie O*Ryan 


Dear PS, nn 

I attended the Pacific Coast Gardnerian Gather Lat Summer , 
representing Proteus, & was welcomed by all despite a certain chip-on- 
the-shoulderness: I'm from Proteus, I said -- which is not the most 
orthodox of Gardnerian groups. They tittered. [Lady Deirdre, without 
even hearing the name, would say to all: I'm from Louisville, but it's 
not my fault. ] And it was a wonderful weekend, 49 brainy people 
accepting their differences & enjoying them. There were four rituals, 
no two remotely alike. IT observed many different ways of working & 
met terrific folks. 

I wouldn't want to not be in this family. I dislike my 
ancestral Judaism partly because it's a tribal faith, a faith that 
preaches separatism. Look at Samuel, Elijah, Mattathias: Xenophobes, 
I Iike an inclusive faith. TI like the expanding Circle, like the 
necklace we create at Proteus events. 

Yeah, they're making it tough ſa few of them], but I vote we stay 
1n as Long as we can & with whomever we can. N.B.: Enchante has just 
been accepted as a s|swap for Hidden Paths, even after my Spoof movie 
review, Monty Python's Life of Gerald", appeared in #7. How 
humorless can they be? | 

Brightshadow 
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Dear Protean Family, 

The letters in the issue of PS that arrived today forced me to 
realize that it is time to be blunt. 

The ultraconservative crowd in Louisville, around The Hidden Path, 
and their sSympathizers have been accusing all other Gardnerians of 
attempting to change the nature of Gardnerianism, and of attempting to 
force the conservatives to accept their changes as being okay. Voran of 
Phoenix Rising, the guy who hosts the Louisville Gather and wants to keep 
everybody else out of his circle, has made this specific accusation in 
print. He is wrongy probably out of ignorance; he is almost certainly not 
aware that he is projecting what he himself is doing onto his "enemies." 
The fact is that it is the ultraconservatives who have introduced changes s, 
and who are attempting to force those changes on everyone gelse. It is 
they who have decided that the specific way they were initiated is the 
only correct way to be initiated as a Gardnerianz and that IS a changes, 
because all other Gardnerians have always had and exercised the right to 
rewrite the initiation and other rituals as they Saw fit. Voran can think 
this only because his teachers did not give him a complete and accurate 
history of the Craft, and of the evolution of the initiation rituals 
within it. | 

You carmot logically demand that a valid initiatory circle must be 
cast only by a third-degree Gardnerian Priestess who was initiated in a 
circle cast by, etc.» because ALL lineages go back to circles cast by 
Gerald Gardner, who at least never claimed to be a priestess. Further- 
morey normal procedure for casting ALL circles before 1957 was that the 
circles were cast by the Priest, not the Priestess! The proof is in my 
book_Crafting the Art of Magick, Book I, which will be out from Llewellyn 
in April. {(Sorrw/ about that, but it's a big improvement over' my having 
to Say "my unpublished tome.”) Went 

At this point I have identified at least five different drafts of the 
initiation rituals: 

1. As they were worked by the original New Forest coven, ca. 1940- 
1948; these were Something like what Rhiannon Ryall Sescribes;, and there 
WAS NO SCOURGE . 

2. as rewitten by Gardner to work in as much binding and scourging 
aS possible, and used from 1946-1953; these were as in High Magic's Aid. 

3. 8s rewritten by Doreen Valiente during her administration as High 
Priestess of the London coveny, 1953-1957. 

&. As rewritten again by Gardner after Doreen split, in late 1957 or 
later. These were the versions given to Pat Crowther and Monique Wilson, 
and hence the basis for the ones considered standard in American 
Gardner ianism. 

So. AS further revised by the Bucklands and/or the Kneitels during 
their administration of the Long Is land coven. 

Neither Voran nor anyone else has any historical, theological, or 
legal grounds for choosing just one of these versions, and claiming that 
it is and always was the one and only authentic way to initiate, and that 
he can therefore exclude anyone who differs from membership in the 
Gardner ian movement. This is not a matter of opinion; it is something 
that I could prove in a court of law if I had to —— and when you are 
discussing Such matters as organizational membership and the legal rights 
thereof, ownersShip of the organization's intellectual property, and So ons 


= 


which IS what we are discussings, then the court of law becomes a very real 
possSibility. And you carmot claim that "Craft Law" forbids going to court 
when that "Law" was itself written only in 1957. 

Of course any organization needs some quality control, in order to 
know who is and is not a member, but how that is done had already been 
decided by the New York coven: any third-degree priestess who has (or is 
entitled to) a complete set of lineage papers tracing her line back to 
Gerald Gardner IS a Gardnerian High Priestess, and that fact carmot be 
revoked (we'd have to accept papers from Doreen Valiente, or Pat Crowther, 
or Ray Boney, or Lois Hemmings, etc.» IF anyone had them); and any initi- 
ation that such a Priestess intends to be Gardneri-en IS Gardnerianys be- 
cause it passes the authority and responsibility for maintaining the 
lineage, INCLUDING THE ABSOLUTE RIGHT TO REWRITE GERALD'”'S GODAWFUL RITUALS 
ANY WAY SHE PLEASES. I personally maintain that I am now a Gardnerian 
High Priest, that no one has the authority to deny that fact, and that 1 
have the right to do anything Old Gerald did in the interests of meeting 
my own needs and furthering the Craft as a religion. 

By voting not to accept the Samhain Letter as authoritative, the 
Louisville Gather establised its right to function as a Parliament by 
exercising that functions and it thereby demonstrated that not even Lady 
Theos could turn around and contradict herself, and take back what she had 
already agreed to. Similarly, ultraconservatives carmot replace the 1lin- 
eage papers by their own definition of what an initiation is supposed to 
be. However», the Louisville Gather lost the right to claim to be a 
Parliament for all Gardnerians, when it allowed the ultraconservatives to 
impose their own arbitrary rules as to who will be admitted to the major 
liturgical event at what is plainly a religious gathering. I am alseo 
extremely annoyed that the attempt to convene a genuinely national Gard- 
nerian Parliament last year was Sabotaged by failure to mail announcements 
in time and by devious communication of various sorts. I hope to agitate 
for the formation of a different organizing committee the next time Such a 
plan is tried. | 

Therefore, Meredydd: please stop believing the bullshit from che 
Midwest. You already have valid Gardnerian initiation, and you cannot get 
a more valid one from anyone else. If you want to circle with Voran ang. 
his ilk, then you'll have to goose-step to his tune, but that is erely a 
matter of taste. 

Nita: from the moment your Third-Degree Elevation was complete, you 
were entitled to your lineage papers. The fact that you have never wanted 
to assSociate with the people who perpetrated the Samhain Letter does not 
change the fact that you therefore were, are» & always will be a 
Gardner ian High Priestess. The Protean Tradition, however, includes some 
people who were initiated by rituals not intended to be Gardnerian. Some 
Witches are both Protean and Gardnerianz some are one; some the other; and 
Some are neither. I honestly can't gee why the UWC Board would have any 
problem with this in any event. It can have both a Protean member and a 
Gardner ian member . 

Valerie: remember ing the events of February 1987, what a delicious 
irony that it is I who am now in a position to defend the validity of your 
Gardner ian initiation. 

Blessed bes 


OcAee 


R8idan Kelly 


A Beginner's Look at the Protean Conundrum 


Dear Protean Family and Friends: 


I'm as "green as a tree" when it comes to Wiccan ritual; I've 

been in Proteus Coven about 10 months — not yet first degree. 

As a seasoned bluegrass musician I have been exposed, however , 

to a debate along "traditional/experimental” lines which parallels 
the Gardnerian/Protean schism. (IT compose, s1ing and play banjo 
and guitar in a variety of formal as well as nonimitative styles. ) 
I hope to shed some musician's light on the Gardnerliang, emergent 
Protean Gardnerian and Protean Trad 18ssues, drawing from my 
broader musical experience. Subcultures run along similar lines. 


As head of Joyous Gard, a BMI music publishing and record 
companys I will soon release Tom Hanway/ Bucket of Bees on CD 
and cassette, my first album of traditional and original music. 
In bluegrass, I appreciate traditionalists but prefer the 
company of innovators and eclectics, considering myself among 
the latter types. Similarly, in Wicca I feel a kinship with 
Gardnerians but am more taken to people like Judy and Rita, 
whose Creative efforts give new life to an emergent Tradition. 
My recording effort [14 songs, 7 originals, 50 minutes] pays 
respect to traditional bluegrass, yet branches out: W"newgrasss," 
" JaZzZqrass," elements of Celtic, blues, folk/Ethnic (Hungarians, 
Russlans Hindu raga) and chamber music. Recorded in NYC and 
Nashville, I was backed by musicians ("shamans®") who routinely 
commute between the traditional and experimental realms in 
bluegrass/new acoustic music. I was fortunate to learn a 
great deal from these "elders" and I feel blessed to have 
recorded with such fine people, inspired muslclans — some 
legends, (I'm predicting a vernal-equinoctial release-date 
and plan to market Bucket of Bees through retall stores, 
magazines, catalogs, and 1n person at gigs, etc.) 


As you can s$see; my life revolves around this solo project — 
of course 1T1'm promoting it; I'm the artist, composer, arranger, 
producer (along with Tony Trischka & Larry Cohen), publishers, 
record company (executive) and managing agent. (I miss the 
days when I walked the street with my banjo.) It's from these 
integrated experiences that I mull over and scrutinize the 
Protean 1issuves (a conundrum). I empathize with Judy, who's 
got a traditional background (in part) but who 1s willing to 
experiment, dabble, invent and break with Gardnerian ritual 
structure (formalism). IT also admire Rita for refusing to 
Submit to the "Dauqhters of the Gardnerian Revolution . " 


I understand the Gardnerian impulse to insulate themselves 
from innovators and eclectics who cannot adhere to their 
ritual formalism. At the same time, I admire Rita's bold 
decislon to leave the Gardnerian "sandbox.” I 1identify with 
her for renouncing the Gardnerlians who sought to 11ift the 
drawbridge of lineage to her Wiccan birthplaces 


I approve of Judy's efforts at keeping the Protean family as 
i1nclusive as possible and know that &she!ll continue to extend 


open arms, despite the labelling tendencies of Gardnerians and 
others — tendencies that serve as a red herring, whether they 
occur from within Wicca (or bluegrass) or from without. In 
Wicca, Such labelling smacks of elitism, furthers division by 
causing "bruised*" feelings, and 1s out of touch with the 

"SpPirit of Gardnerian process.” The revivalist Wiccan pProcess 
goes on even if Gardnerian formalists have lost step with it. 
Wiccan Tradition 1s not cut from whole cloth, but rather evolves 
over time through the efforts of genuinely creative witches like 


Judy and Ritae 


Now to the Protean mess: After reading PS 23 & 24 I'm left 
with the strong impresslon that ' Rita's choice of "Protean Trad" 
creates confusion on top of an already existing controversy . 
The controversy is with the Gardnerian formalists who point 

out that theirs is an exacting and uncompromising process of 
initiation rituals (by the book). The confuslon aspect stems 
from the apparently ambiguous term "Protean Trad." 


In PS 23, Þ. 15, Judy states, "We have created a kind of 
grouping other than the normal Wiccan Traditlor.e. . «Since we 
were not a Tradition, no conflict was created for those of 

us who wished to maintain our Gardnerian affiliations." 
(Emphasis added.) It occurs to me that long before the UWC 
membership stipulation (one Trad per coven), there was an 
ambiguity over *"Protean” from the moment Rita adopted the 
title — just waiting to rear its beautiful head. Like Januss 
god of gates (seen with two faces looking in opposite direc- 
tions), Proteus now looks toward its Gardnerian past (present/ 
future) and "Protean” future (present/past). For Rita, a 
"Protean” future would mean a non-Gardnerlian structure; yet 
for others a "Protean®” future would allow Gardnerian structure 
and hold dear the lineage connection, passing it on to succes- 
Sive generations. Still for others Gardnerianism would be 
embraced, in some manner, but de-emphasized in favor of 
Protean ritual forms. These are a few of the posslbilitlies. 


It is my view that a Protean future 1s likely to be complicated 
enough without Rita 18ssuing a "Protean Trad,” which has a 
clearly different meaning for her, one that others — I 
imagine — would want no part of, This 1s not to say that 
persons who want no part of a "Protean Trad" desiqnation don't 
want to associate with Rita or Judy or Protean-family covens 
and individuals. Put another way, my hunch is that a lot of 
Judy's initiates, Protean Gardnerian or otherWise, seek not 

to renounce Gardnerianism as did Rita — in fact quite the 
contrary; I imagine these folks would be rather dismayeds, 

and some intimidated, if Rita were to proclaim a "Protean Trad .," 
I think a "Protean Trad" designation isn't such a bad idea, but 
1t cannot come from Rita, who is an avowed non-Gardnerianee«ss« 


I hope Rita doesn't base her decision to join the UWC on the 
Protean conundrum; however, 1 feel that the "needs of the many" 
outweigh her well-founded impulse. to use "Protean Trad"; too 
many 8self-defining witches. would. be lumped under it, even 1f 
only by implication. Indeed, witches are protective of their 


lineage, for good reasons, and a number of them would reject 
"Protean Trad" as 1issuing from Rita — a non-Gardnerian whos 
according to Judy ("Gardnerians are Still Gardnerians®) 1s 


"Gardnerlian e«*" 


In PS 23 Rita writes, "I'm glad I'm not involved.” But Ritas 
SO long as you call yourself "Protean Trad,” aren't you still 
involved in the Gardnerian/Protean Gardnerlian controversy? 
Your involvement is, of course,. unique but still in the midst 
of the Protean conundrum. A controversy would 8still exist for 
other Proteans if you were to proclaim an alternative titles, 
but at least then they wouldn't be caught between a rock and 


a hard placese 
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Personally, Rita, I appreciate your position and have a waning 
interest in allying myself with rote-Gardnerians who prattle 
about lineage, doing it by the sex manual — I mean book — 

and think it's "unthinkable" or heretical to create and exper- 
iment. They can have their exclusive title and sterile format. 


01d trees grow new rings or they perish: Wicca grows through 
the circles of Judy and Rita or "necroses."” Indeed, creative 
people live Judy and Rita keep the Tradition alive and growing. 
Were Gardner and initiates (e.g., Valiente) closer to Judy and 
Rita than to today's formalists with respect to ritual-processs, 
-=1nvention, -adaptation, and -synthes1s? And what about 
Gardner's "authoritative®" version of Wicca? And what of claims 
to authenticity of Gardnerian structure, then or today? Isn't 
1t common knowledge among Wiccans that the nascent Gardnerian 
"Tradition" was assembled "out of a desk” — many pre-existing 
ritual fraqments woven, bent, spliced, cut and pasted together 
(containing Gardner's and others* personality imprints) in 
Search of a workable and coherent whole? Did not G.B.G., and 
D.V., time and time again, create, edit, delete and modify 
material? Were they not experimentalists and eclectics? 


Having stirred up these matters, doesn't the Gardnerian/ 

Protean Gardnerlian (traditional/experimental, formalist/ 
non-conformist, purist/mongrel) lineage debate seem an elitist 
red herring? If, historically speaking, we view Gardnerlanism 
to mean revivalist Wicca, engendered by Gardner's and others" 
refusal to allow the demlise of the old Craft of the Wise, then 
can we not help but applaud Judy and Rita's efforts to revive 
and "proteanize®” Wicca? (By revivalist Wicca I mean a par- 
tially manufactured, ever-changing Tradition — in the innovative 
SPLYrit of Gardner, Vallente and other forebears in recent times. ) 


Lastly, I'm turned on by Judy's observance that some Protean 
rituals are akin to jazz improvisation, when they deviate from 
our Classical Gardnerian Tradition. I myself look forward to 
growing within Wiccan Tradition (allowing for eclecticism) and 
to meeting and sharing more of myself with witches and pagans 
(also musicians). I have but one lineage preferences: come 
from Gala. . except for you extraterrestrials.e. ee. 


Love and Blessings to all, 


Jon Hori % 


Deryni Magic: A Grimolire 


by Katherine Kurtz 
(Ballantine, 1990; [ISBN 0-345-36117=2; $5.95) 


(Reviewed by Ashta'arArthura) 


Many contemporary Witches (as well as Pagans and magick-users 
of other persuas1ons) were first drawn to magick through 
reading 'fantasy" fiction. For some 1t was Tolkien, or E. R. 
Eddison, or Andre Norton's 'Witch World", while for others it 
was the Deryni novels of Katherine Kurtz. Ms. Kurtz is 
well-grounded in occult theory, medieval history, and the 
applications and limitations of magick; she also tells one hell 
of a good 5Story. 
| Briefly put (for those who have spent the last fifteen years or 
SO in the Oort Cloud), the Deryni live in a setting vaquely 
resembl ing the British Isles in the seventh through tenth 
centuries A.C.E. They are usually referred to as a sSeparate 
'race', althouqh their phys1ical appearance ranges the gamut of 
ordinary human differences (hair color, skin color, eye color, 
height, build, etc.). What sets the Deryni apart is their 
"mag1c''; as described., it Seems to be a Set of ps1onic talents 
Within a framework of mysticism and ritual. Deryni can read 
minds (Deryni and human), communicate with animals, heal, 

Summon 111us1ons, teleport, cause small objects to move, 
conjure heatless light, and even kill with a blast of mental 
enerqy. Ms. Kurtz's Deryni novels and Short stories have 
depicted the uses of these talents, and the misunderstandings 
between human and Deryn1i that arise. 

This book is not a novel. It 1s, literally, a grimoire. Ms. 
Kurtz has undertaken to explain in detail how the Deryni use 
their '"'magic', how and why it works, and hor ritual and 
ceremony: are a necessary part of 1t. She even points out the 
parallels between Deryni workings and various modern occult 
practices. And, indeed, many of the rituals detailed herein 
read as if they would work without any inbred psychic power at 
all. 

Because of the medieval setting, all the material is: firmly 
embedded 'in Christian mythology and ritual structure. In that, 
1t bears a Slight resemblance to ome current interpretations 
of ceremonial magick. It would undoubtedly fit in spectacularly 
well at an SCA event. However, this is ultimately not relevant. 
Re mag1ckal theory and practice set forth in detail in: Derynli 
Maqic deserve the attention of any serious student of "the | 
OCCUlT'. This book definitely has a place in a modern Witch's 
reference l11Þbrary. 


Divination as Counseling 
RepRined frm E1VCHANTE, the Journal fe }he lr bane Pay an 


Budapest is a Dianic Wiccan priestcss 

.who reads the Tarot for clients. Back 
in 1975, she was als0 a cause celebre. The 
local cops busted her for fortune telling” 
in violation of a town ordinance. Although 
it would have been cheaper and casicr 
Simply to pay the fine, Z. fought the case. 
Nine years later, the California Supreme 
Court Struck down the law under which 
She had been arrested. Z. resisted because 
She believed Tarot reading and all other 
forms of divination are, for Wiccans, forms 
of Spiritual counseling, an intrinsic part 
of the work of a priest/ess. 

Do you believe that? I do. But what do 
we mean when we Say we believe it? Wc 
mean, | think, that we are doing some- 
thing other than pandering to querent 
desires for cheap thrills or casy answers 
to our own desire for a quick buck. We 
mean Specifically to Separate oursclves 
from the common stcreotype of *fortunc 
tellers.” But if we really mean bat, our 
behavior ought to Show it. As users of 
magic, we know the need to "act in accor- 
dance” with whatever we profess, or, in 
plain English, to practice what we preach. 

If divination is priestly work, a form of 
Spiritual counseling for Wiccans. then it 
has tc be both good counseling and good 
Craft. Because we read in our role as 
pries*/csses, our working asSumptions 
Should be consistent with the values of 
our religion. Because we read for the pur- 
pose of Spiritual counseling, we Should 
uSe good general counseling techniques 
with our querents. 

The counseling profession has a profes- 
Sional philosophy of its own. That could 
create complications, but it doesn't. The 
core values of Wiccan Spirituality and the 
counseling profession arc completely con- 
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SiSteEnt, even though the vocabulary may 
be different. 

But I often see or hear of readings 
being done using both methods and as- 
Sumptions Completely discordant with both 
Wiccan values and counscling methods. 
It's possible that, for those readers. divi- 
nation is Simply not a form of Wiccan 
Spiritual counseling. Certainly there are 
plenty of non-Wiccan readers. In fact, an 
entire Separate network of "sSccular psy- 
chics” exists out there. But Some of them 
are Wiccans who just haven't thought 
through the behavioral implications of their 
professed beliefs, and it is for them that 1 
write this. 

Does the contemporary Craft have a 
Sacred Scripture, a text that defines our 
Path? We like to think we don't, but we 
really do. It's drastically Shorter, more 
SUCCinct and far more poetic than any- 
body elsc's Bible, but it's there. We call 
it the Charge of the Goddess. Think about 
how truly trans-Traditional that one text 
is. Do you know any Wiccan, anywhere, 
who is not moved by it? 

Although there are no wasted words 
in the Charge, it does clearly build to a 
climax. AS I read it, the most important 
Statement comes at the end. and says, 


"You who think to seek me, know that 
your Seeking and yearning will avail you 
not unless you know the& mystery: That if 
what you seek you find not within you, 
you will never find it without you.” So, 
at the very heart of our religion lies the 
teaching that ultimate value and authority 
rests within each of us. Whatever detracts 
from that concept conflicts with our relig- 
ion. Any behavior that models an aliena- 
tion of power is not appropriate behavior 
for a priest/ess of the Wicca. 


that way is evil magic indeed—tfor who 
can act on choices they do not believe 
they have? Thus the prophecies of a fixed 
future become seclt-fulfilling. 

But there is a very different wav of 
understanding divination. one that is no 
less traditional. For example, the / Ching 
SAVY'S: 


interpretations; from these it could be 
aSCcrtained whether the course of action 
indicated by the images augured good or 
ill. This marked the entrance of freedom 
of choice. From that time on. one could 
SEC. in the representation of events, not 
only what might be expected to happen, 
but also where it might lead. With the 
cpmplex of events immediately before one 
in image form, one could follow the courses 
that promised good fortune and avoid 
those that promised misfortune, before 


the train of events had actually begun... . 


"If a trend has been wrong, and we 
feel sorrow in time, we can avoid mis- 
fortune; if we turn back, we can Still 
achieve good fortune.” 


"King Wen and his son then added the 


— Ching 
Wilbelm/Baynes translation (italics added) 

The phrase freedom of choice” sounds 
completely modern. But this quotation 
does not come from any rationalistic mod- 
ern translator or commentator. It comes 
from a section of the [ Ching called the 
Great Commentary, which some believe 
may contain the words of Confucius or 
one of his immediate students. It reveals 
an optimistic, empowering view of divina- 
tion, in which we can understand reading 
as a way to look very deeply into the 
þresent, where the Seeds of all possible 
futures can be Seen. 

By using traditional Symbols and prac- 
tices to reach into the most intuitive and 
insightful parts of ourselves. we can iden- 
tify trends and make extrapolations, bring 


'to light both ignored perceptions and gut- 


level integrations of information. We read 
to increase our querents' freedom of choice, 
and to allow them to make the best pos- 
Sible choices. We help them see where 
present trends will probably lead and ex- 
perience how they will probably feel about 
the outcomes. If they are unhappy, they 
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The counscling profession is based on 
exactly the Same assumption: that the cli- 
ent is fully capable of making and im- 
plementing appropriate decisions about 
his or her own life. All a counselor does 
is provide safe and supportive conditions 
in which the client can examine her situ- 
ation and come to her own conclusions. 
A counselor who disempowers a clicnt. 
narrows her range of choice, tells her 
what to do, fails as a counselor. 

What does this have to do with divina- 
tion? To begin with, there are two ways 
of understanding exactly what it is we 
do when we read. Some diviners of the 
old school believe that they actually fore- 
tell the future. A future that can be read 
is a predestined future, one that cannot 
be changed. In this pessimistic world view, 
the querent has no choices. Fate cannot 
be avoided. The best we can do is prepare 
ourselves to accept what must come with 

_ Some dignity. 

The belief in a fixed future discourages 
querents from taking responsibiliry for de- 
ciSion and effort in their own lives. It 
provides an easy, comfortable excuse for 
the lazy and dependent. How often have 
you heard people use their sun Sign as 
an alibi for various kinds of self-destruc- 
tive or mean ' behavior? Wiccan priest/ 
eSSES reinforce Such attitudes only by clos- 
ing their cyes to the celebration of per- 
.Sonal freedom that is central to our Path. 


A* magic users, we know that magic 
is the art of changing consciousness 
in accordance with will. That knowledge 
makes us eSpecially responsible for the 
messSages we give to others, especially 
querents who come to us for help. If a 
reader uses the props of special insight 
and Spiritual authority to tell a querent 
the future is inevitable, that reader has 
changed the querent's COnSCiousness in 
the direction of ignoring options, denying 
choices. To drain our querent's power 
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can make changes in time. We do not see 
the future, but a range of possible fu- 
{ures. Power, authority, choice and re- 
Sponstbility lie within each of us. exactly 
where our religion says they belong. 


(): belief that divinatory work is for 
us the practice of Spiritual counsel- 
ing manuests not just in the attitude from 
which we read. but in the nitty-gritty 
ways oft how we do our readings. 

If it's counseling, and not Some form 
of fraud or entertainment, we will insist 
on a dignified and private setting. Our 
Self-respect as priest/esses means far more 
to us than attractive marketing. We won't 
get ourselves up in hokey costumes for 
dramatic effect. We won't consider read- 
ing a party gig, won't do it tor tips in bars. 


( 0 Woved O00) Pagell 


Free Mail-order Catalogs for 
Parents 


A Gentle Wind 
Songs & stories for children 
Box 3103, gAlbanyy NY 12203 


After the Stork 
all cotton children's clothing 
18501 12th St. NW 3 Albuquerque y NM 
897104 | 
1-808-243-7100 


Babe too! 
clothing patterns for nursing 
mothers 

Send business Size SASE: 

834857 EaSt KS Hwy.» ASSariay, KS 
674616 


Babees 

diapers & clothes 
P.O. Box 15, Stratford, CT O6497 
1-203-377-9429 ask for Dawn 


Baby Bunz & Co. 
diapers & diapering products 
P.O. Box 1717, Sebastopol, CA 
G89 73 
1-707-829-5347 


Biobottoms | 
natural fiber children's 
clothing | 
P.0O. Box 6009, Petaluma, CA 994953 
1-707-778-7945 


Boofers Cotton Clothing 
cotton clothing 

331 Gold Run Road, Boulder, CO 
80302 

1-303-442-3334 


Brights Creek 
children's clothing 

Bay Point Place, Hampton, Virginia 
23893-3122 

1-800-622-9202 


Calico Cottage 
natural nursing necessities 
P.O. Box 60, State Road 726, 
Montvale, Va av1220 
1-703-967-5385 


Calvert School 
home Schooling 
1085 Tuscany Road, Baltimore, 
Maryland @oQ1gQ210 
1-301-243-6030 


Colten Creations 
mr sing clothes 
119 Inyo Lane, ODceanside, CA 9205846 


Ear th Mother Productions, Inc.s, 
Lullabies | 
Box 43206, Tucsons AZ 85733 


Forest Flower 
gifts for baby 
RFD 2 Box SOO, Tilton, NH 0O3276 


Hanna Anderson 
100% cotton children's clothing 
1010 Nod Flanders, Portland, OR 
072009 
1-800-222-0544 


Hear thSong 

European Style children's toys 
P.O. Box B, Sebastopol, CA 95473 
] -GUU=SSZSI—-CS0C 


Motherwear 
clothes, etc. for the rursing 
mother 
Box 11%, Northe pton, MA O1O061 
1-413-566-3488 


Natural Baby Co. 

diapering needs, ect. 
RD1 Box 1608S, Titusville, NJ O8560 
1-607=73F/—=2895 


Naturpath 
medical & birthing Supplies 
1910 N.W. 13th Street, Suite ©, 
Gainesville, FL S2601 
1-600-542-4784 


Nursing Mothers” Collection 
clothes for nursing mothers 
BoyStons Inc.» e606 37th Ave. NE, 
Suite 21, Minneapolis, MN SSGel 
1-612-788-0180 


One Step Rrhead 

products to help with baby 
P.O. Box 4%, Deerfield, I coOO15 
1-800-274-3440 


Pannoniea Imports 
childrens” tights 
329 Main St., P.O0. Box SeYvos, 
Wakefield, RI Oga2g797 
1-401-782-5990 


Perfectly Safe 
child safety products 


7245 Whipple Ave. NW, North Cantor, 


Ohio 39720 
1-216-694-4366 


Pleasant Company 
books & story-book dolls for 
little girls 


P.QO. Box 190, Middleton, WI S83562- 


O1%0O 
1-800-845-0008 


Soft As A Cloud 
cotton childrens” clothing 

8309 S. Muirfield Rd., Los Angeles, 
CA 90005 

1-213-933-4417 


Tellurian Travellers 
educational toys 

6612 Colver Ro=ayJ, Phoenixy OR 
079309 

1-800-950-5808 


The Marvelous Toy Works 
wooden toys 

2111 Eastern faAverwe 

Baltimore, Maryland @©ale3l 

1-301-276-5130 


Toys to Grow On 
childrens” toys 


P.O. Box 17, Long Beach, CA V%o0g01. 


1-800-842-8338 


Con hel [m pane [Þ 


We'll keep it out of the tourist traps and 
the carney atmospheres. created to attdct 
the bored to the shopping malls. We'll 
give each reading the Same Sort of time 
as any other kind of counseling SESSION, 
and we'll do no more in a day than we 
can do with full attention and energy. 
Some readers prefer the querent to be 
as Silent as possible during a reading, SO 
that it's clear they are not *cueing” the 
psychic. This makes it obvious that what- 
ever is learned came from the reader's 
*Special powers”. Great for fattening the 
reader's ego, and for fostering depend- 
ency in the querent to ENSUTE return busi- 
ness. But those who believe that power 


over is against this religion won't work 
that way—at least not for long. 

Because we understand that clarifying 
the question is the most important part 
of finding the answer, even before laying 
out a Single card we will work with the 
querent to express the question At hand 
as Clearly as possible. Often a major life 
problem has many interrelated aspects. 
We'll work to identify as many of these 
as possible, then use a spread that takes 
them L_ account. As Specialists, we will 


be familiar with many spreads and under- 
Stand how thay can apply to different 
kinds of questions. We may even custom 
design a Spread on the spot, but we won't 
try to force all human situations into a 
Celtic Cross pattern. 

If we believe our job is to help our 
querents make. their own best choices 
about their own lives, our behavior will 
Show it. We won't expect the querent to 
Sit in Silence while we show off our *DOW- 
ers”. The perceptions, integrations and 
feelings that will help lie in the querent's 
deep mind. We will filter them as little as 
possible through our own. Instead. the 
querent will do most of the talking in a 
SeSSION, while we Supply Some informa- 
tion about traditional interpretations, or 
use normal counseling techniques to help 
the querent hear what whe is Saying and 
understand how s/he is feeling about the 
Situation at hand. We will know that the 
ultimate choices rest with the querent, 
and we will act on that knowledge. Our 
pleasure will be in their freedom. 

If we are Wiccan priest/esses and coun- 
Selors, how can we do any less? 


—Judy Harrow 


The Rect of Ie Nuve fooms 


D\ fA< ae 


Ker kk anf 


The beautiful bircaoh betokens bless:ings. 
EuUrFQeontnge. DblossSomindg . beginnings, births 
The heart's homes, here or hidden; 


Marriage or maternity. like Mother Earth, 


voteady and Slow, by Stages and step:s. 
It may mean a moveu. or maybe motion: 
The process proceeds prepared for progres. 


Travel, translitlion. or. transportation. 


Mannayz 


Accept the aid which others offer. 
Agk advice all aDility: 
Geek your Sel+f+ and See the golution: 


Fee human help. and hold. humility. 


bioOmens wiGsgon. 


Indicated by inner 


ike lunar 1iaht 


The inward 1ns1qgnt 


The Lady's lover. 


From bare beainnings 


Clarity, completion, 


Real relief. ren 


15 GJone 


Darkness 
You 


Iry: you 


Learning from lovely 


know the newness 


Will triumph, 


[_AGNMT 


worked by will, 


LNTULTLONS 


> 


On a 1impid lakes, 


of imagination. 


lugsty with lite. 
brings blessed birth. 


Clear CoOnclius1ion, 


ewal., rebirth. 


at dawn of day. 


of no more n1iahts; 


5-19 


trangt or ined 


Living liaht. 


FLST 7 


Uthila 


Feel the ftullness Of- Family Furds. 
relatives, real-estate realized: 
Ideas, idealG, 1nheritance: 


FensloOns: DpDoOtSetsons perconally prized. 


£19ht are the points around the Circle's rin; 
[t aatters not at which point you begin. 


Yule is the tine of Winter's longest night; 
we warn ourelves with fires blazing bright, 
And celebrate the Sun's returning Light. 
At Brigid, Winter st111 seens cold and strong, 
But now we See the daylight growing: long, 
And qreet 1t gladly with inspired song. 
At Samhain, when the Sunner's warnth has fled, 
We listen for the spirits' soundless tread, 
And Set a feast for our beloved dead. 
Ostara brings the pronise of re-birth, 
The hope of Spring, to end the Winter's dearth; 
Beneath the Snow, we Find the fertile Earth, 


Mabon is when the crops are gathered in, 
We Stock the pantry shelves, and fill each bin, 
So Winter will not leave us starved and thin, 


Beltane's the tine for dancing, love, and play, 
And, as of old, the Maypole narks the day, 
While inpudently welcoming the May. 
Lughnasad harvests now the grapes and grain, 
The berries ripen — s0on no aore remain; 
In Surner's heat we long for Autumn's rain. 
M1dsunner 1s the longest day of all, 
The blazing Sun now holds us in His thrall, 
Yet at His greatest height begins His fall. 


Another turn around the Wheel we've gone; 
The cycle never ends; the Wheel turns on. 


—- Ashta'arfirthura 


Crystal Fower. The Ultimate 
Placebo Effect. 

[ awrence EE. Jeromesy 

Prometheus Books, Buffalcs, 
New York. ISBN: 0-87975-514-8 


Reviewed by Julie O*'Ryan 


Crystal Power, The Ultimate 


Placebo Effect, is a well written, 
open-minded, carefully documented 
Search for crystal power. It is . 
an entertaining». first-person 
account of Lawrence's syStematic 
appraisal of the numerous claims 
made by New Rge "crystal workers" 
about crystails. He is a Scientisrt 
and a member of CSICOP, a trained 
SCeptics yet, as he SayS» 'AS a 
Seeker of esoteric knowledge, I've 
found myself "pulling for” the 
cryStals, hoping for. the 

exper iments to come out in the 
cryStals* favor.” He doesn't 
claim to "prove" or "disprove" 

any thingy, nor does he claim to 
have the "answer" to crystal 
power 3 however, Lawrence does 
offer a hypothesis of what crystal 
power 3isS and is not, and a great 
deal of Scientific and statistical 
Support for his hypothesis. 

As an adjunct professor for 
the College of Professional 
Studies, Uriiversity of San 
Franciscoy, one of the courses he 
teaches is Advanced Writing. So 
it iS no Surprise that this book 
is extremely well organized. The 
entire discussion is easily 
understood. At no point does 
Lawrencey or the reader, lose 
Sight of where we”ve been and 
where we are going with the 
argument. The claims for crystal 
power are broken down into five 
categories: physical, medical, 
parapsychologicaly, Spiritual, 
legendary. Within each category 
are Several |statements that are a 
representative list of the claims 
made by crystal-power advocates 
and authors. The author then 
examines each list in turns, 
offering explanations of how or 
how not these claims could be 
understood., Along the way we are 
given a brief introduction to 
materials Science, and discussions 
of: the scientific method, how 


crysStals grow, electromagnetismy 
Synthetic crystal growth in 
laboratories, and crystal lasers. 

The most important discussion 
in this book is the one concerning 
the placebo effect. | awrence's 
hypothesis is that crystals are 
the "ultimate placebo.” He 
carefully explains what the 
placebo effect is in medical 
research, its corollary in the 
SoCial Sciences, the Hawthorne 
effect, erd the religious 
equivalent-—the totem effect. ' He 
SuUmmarizes his research regarding 
these phenomena, "Here is a 
medical (treatment” that helps 
cure 359% of all sufferers of a 
wide variety of ailments and which 
has been given credit for almost 
all medical fcures” throughout 
history. In short, the placebo 
effect must be the single most 
effective medicine known to man. 
However » doctors not only don't 
make use of it, but they talk of 
placebos in derogatory toneti" 
Lawrence then offers significant 
Statistical Support for his 
hypothesis that crystal healers 
effect healings by inducing the 
placebo effect. He concludes, "The 
reason we have drugs is because 
they are more effective than 
placebos, but what about -ases and 
diSeases which do not respond to 
drugs? Shouldn't we try to fill 
in those gaps, perhaps acfd a bit 
of preventive medicine, by 
understandcing and using placebos, 
totems, and the Hawthorne effect?" 
This is the most important 
discussion in Crystal Power 
because here we are told exactly 
how to use crystals. 

As Witches and. Healers, a 
working knowledge of the placebo 
effect, and its corollaries, will 
allow us to use crystals as 
powerful tools to help the people 
who come to us. ("Since crystal 
power exhibits all three effects 
(placebo, Hawthorne, and totem), 
it functions as an ultimate 
placebo effect. . . Perhaps that 
is why prehistoric shamans, witch 
doctors, and medicine men were 
SUCCessSful for thougands of years: 
they used treatmerts that combined 
all three effects; in short, they 
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Dear Editors: 

The old and stalemated argument between hawks 
and doves dominates the letter column of the Yule, 
1990 issue of Harvest. I'm a long-time dove who is no 
longer Satisfied with simplistic "all good” or "all bad” 
judgements about the warrior ethic. Both doves and 
hawks have allowed our political positions to harden 
into prejudices, refusing to judge each case on its own 
merits. So Some dumb doves would spit on anybody in 
uniform, while Some hawks actually defended the child 
murderer, William Calley. This willed Stupidity has kept 
us Stuck in the Same argument for thirty years now, 
destroying any chance of understanging or resolution. 

The real isSues are complicated. We can't make 
them simple, nor Should we even try. The present 
frightening times require all of us to explore their 
complexity. Between the time | write this and the time 
you read it, Some of us will have to make personal 
decisions with possibly irrevocable consequences. 
Please, kindred, let's slow down and look closse. 

True-believing doves dismiss the warrior ethic as a 
poor rationalization for aggression and dominance, and 
SO it can be. But warriors are not necessarily bullies. 
At its finest, the warrior ethic is noble and very real, 
based in personal courage and in interpersonal 
bonding. It begins with the willingness to risk one's life 
for the Tribe, but completes itself in the willingness to 
risk one's life for one's immediate companions in arms. 
Just like a coven, the fighting unit is, when it works, a 
kind of willed family. Heroism in the field proves to us 
all that the human bonds created are very strong and 
very real. 

Individual people have acted bravely and generously 
under great stress in all armies, even those fighting for 
the most evil of causes. This heroism may or may not 
be good for the larger Tribe when viewed in broader 
historical perspective. Some wars are unjust, harmful 
or Stupid -- actively destructive or simply not worth the 
cost to life and land. Hawks ignore the possibility that a 
particular war might be a Real Bad idea. But doves 
ignore the reality that warrior behavior is, for the 
individual and the small group, almost always a very 
good thing. 

For tribal people, admission to adult status often 
required the risk of life. Perhaps only Some of the 
young men were warriors, but all were hunters, a 
dangerous and arduous pursuit back before guns. 
Before contraception, almost every Sexually active 
woman conceived, and in birthing went down to the , 
gates of death to bring new life to the Tribe. 

They were brought up to See these risks as both 
needful and noble. But, then as now, nobody really 
knows how they will react in stress, pain or danger until 
the moment of challenge arrives. In Societies where 
the young face a difficult and life threatening challenges, 
all get to find out the real truth about themselves. Most 
will Succeed and Survive, and so will gain a lifelong 
Sense of confidence and self-worth. 

But most of our young will never test their own 
mettle, and So will never know. Nowadays we get our 
meat shrink-wrapped at Supermarkets, bear our young 
with medical backup. We would not forego these 
benefits, but we should also count their cost. This lack 
of a critical formative experience may be what has 
Saddled us all with a phalanx of "me first" yuppies and 
the meaner, harsher America they have created. in 
contrast, watch the ones who know for Sure they can 
count on themselves and each other to understand 
what the rest of us have missed. 

Some of us are driven to invent cheap substitute 
tests, risking their lives without purpose in Such thrill 
Seeking activities as violent sports or automobile racing. 
Some find a nonviolent, but still very real, test in direct 
acivism for cherished causes. Firefighters still risk« 
their lives for their communities, many as volunteers. 
without Seeking to control or dominate. And Some stil 
Serve as warriors, in the military and in the police. 

Doves ignore the nobility inherent in the warrior 
coge, but have opinions about the injustice of particular 
causes. Hawks tend to ignore the larger contexts of 
warrior behavior, which are too often simple 
competitions for terntory or regources, completely 


amoral exercises in "us against them.” A common 
hawk motto is *my country, right or wrong.” That logic 
leads directly to Wounded Knee, Babi Yar and My Lai. 
Sadly, Some people of great personal courage and 
honor have followed it to Such hells. 

Bill Hines' letter is an example. He gives us at one 
point a listing of great generals which juxtaposes Grant 
and Lee, generals who lead armies directly against one 
another in the Same war. |'m no expert on military 
history, but from all |'ve heard, the fact is that Lee far 
outshone Grant in the warrior virtues. Another fact, the 
one the Hines ignores, is that Lee, in his unquestioning 
loyalty to his place of birth and the warrior code, fought 
to preserve the abomination of human slavery. Lee - 
and, yes, even the Nazi, Rommel -- were noble warriors 
in microcosm. In macrocosm, their personal nobility 
Served horror. : 

True-beiieving hawks make another mistake that is 
complementary to one the knee-jerk doves make. Just 
as doves dismiss all warriors as "bullies," hawks 
dismiss all pacifists as "wimps.” Both sides are 
Sometimes right, which further complicates the matter. 
Some bullies do pose as warriors to give them an 
excuse, and Some wimps pose as pacifists. Some + 
people are completely self-involved, unwilling or unable 
to risk themselves for the Tribe. Inside themselves 
these pathetic few wimps pay the price in loss of self- 
eSteem. Further punishment is redundant. 

Meanwhile, the real pacifists place their bodies 
between the rapists and the Earth Mother. Fernando 
Pereira, the photographer on the Rainbow Warrnor died 
that way. Others confront human oppression with only 
truth and courage for weapons. Viola Liuzzo died on 
the roads of Alabama, for giving a Black man a ride. 
Daniel Eilsberg, who took great personal risks to stop 
the corrupt from manipulating the warrior code to 
defraud our nation, was the greatest hero the Vietnam 
period produced. No person who has spoken truth to 
power, confronted oppression and evil with moral force 
alone, can reasonably be called a coward. 

Nor is everyone who refrains from military Service a 
pacifist. Some are fully possessed of the warrior virtues 
-- and a little bit more. Besides physical courage and 
personal generosity, these people have the 
independence of mind to study the issues of the current 
war, and the intellectual and moral courage to refuse to 
Kill or die for a wrongful causoe. The footsteps they will 
not follow are those of Lee or Rommel. For this refusal 
to "just follow orders,” they face insuits and worse. The 
accusations of cowardice they bear are the pros : of 
their courage. 

For our American to finally heal, we must hear each 
other - both ways. Doves need to appreciate the 
warrior virtues. Hawks need to respect the different 
virtues of the pacifist and resister. Pagans, ostensibly 
polytheists, Should find it easy to understand that there 
are many sacred Paths, quite different from one 
another and all are to be respected. Imbalance, or the 
delusion of being the One True Way can corrupt any 
one of them. The opportunity to hear the stories and 
feelings of people walking a contrasting Path, in the 
context of polytheism, offers the gift of balance and 
potential healing. 

Well, we're most of us new at this religion, and still 
Sometimes fail to apply its special wisdom to ordinary 
matters. And $o the letters in the Yule Harvest mirror 
the general situation, in which each side makes its own 
points ad nauseum without even hearing the points the 
other Side is making. Such discussion gets us 
nowhere, at a time when we need to go far and fast. 

Now we have that wall in Washington, a memorial to 
the Vietnam dead, and well we Should. In microcosm, 
there was every bit as much courage and generosity 
Shown there as in any other army. So we can find the 
largeness of heart to lay a wreath even at Bitburg. But 
were is the other memorial? | mean the one to those 
who faced prison, or exile -- or endured years of plain, 
ungiamorous work without Spotlight or adrenaline 
charge -- the ones who at long last redeemed our 
country from an evil war? 

Certainly, we must honor the personal heroism of 
those who in innocence went to Vietnam, and acted 
weil once there. But it's long past time to honor equally 
the wisdom and courage of those who refused to go. 
Let's not waste the Sacrifice of Vietnam's dead, when 
we might instead finally accept the lesson Vietnam can 
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nad dOdiscovered--whether 
cConsciously or not--the 
ultimate placebo effect 
Long before the New age 
and mnodern crystal 
power.” Frystals can be 
uaSed IG empower the 
STUGent, help the 
phySically ill, and nelp 
tThose in need of pastoral 
COoungeling. However, the 
Enonledge of how the 
crystals work als0o0 

chal lenges us to learn 
more of the healing arts, 
pSychol ogy, Fypnotic 
SUQGGESTL On, ard 
cCounsel Ing techniques 
precisely because we maist 
acknowledge that the 
crysStals themsel ves are 
powerless in these areas. 
We can ConsciGcously, 
deliberately use the 
pliaceoo as a magical 
tool, and not blindly 
lean on the myths of the 
crystal's innate power as 
a magical crutch. 
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teach us. A new generation of Germans has faced the 
reality of the Holocaust and finally rejected ng-standing 
evil patterns in their culture. Americans are capable of 
doing as well. Nothing less can protect us from a 
repetition. | 

Our nation needs the moral courage 10 agmit that we 
have been tragically wrong in all the Indian Wars, the 
Mexican War, the Suppression of the Philippine 
InSurrection. Vietnam, and many lesser incursions and 
230vertures in between and since. Until we can do SO, 
we will not Stop. Until we Stop, until these wrongs are 
truly past, how can we ever forgive ourSeives and move 
on? When we rationalize and justify turf wars, we 
preserve America's glorious Seif-image at the cost of 
real Self-esteem. That's a real bad bargain. 

It's time 10 Stop talung about "war" as an absrraction, 
as both doves and hawks usually do, and to Speak 
instead about particular wars. They are not all the 
Same. It's time to adapt a wise old prayer, and as 
Pagan Americans to Seek inside ourselves for the 
courage to change the things we can change. | pray 
we find it 800n. The corrupt still do use warrior rhetoric 
cynically to manipulate the naive into their armies. And 
they're rolling out the guns again. 

Judy Harrow 


TOWARD A PROTEAN TEADLITION 
Now for Tthose of you who follow the Michigan soap opera, Alex 
turned out to have Some pretty Severe emotional imbalances; possibly 
Inherent, almost certainly aggravated by degree Shock. But even when 


loony-tunes, he was pretty bright, and this one's worth quoting 
directly. He noted that: 


"You've been asking If Proteans are Gardnerians. 
It's obvious that they're not. 
Proteans have a sSense of humor!" 


His next opinion was that Proteans are the next evolutionary step from 
Gardnerlanism, retalning the love and the Spirituality of the worship, 
losing the doqmatism and the rigqidity, gaining the Spirit of play 
which is 8o essential to true spirituallity. My research gives some 
potential credibility to his viewpoint; Seems that rigidity and 
dogmatism and clinging to the book tend to mark dying religions rather 
than living, thriving faiths. (But I will yield to my more learned 
Sibs 1f£ this perspective is faulty.) 


It should be noted that my premise has been, since this research 
began, that Proteans are not Gardnerlans; this feeling was part of the 
reagon for the research into Gardnerianism in the first place. The 
arguments needed to be investigated. And each new piece of data made 
me re-examine that premise, and each time It was re-examined it vas 
reinforced, but for different reasons. 


FAMILY Proteans take the family-feeling from the Gardnerian 
traditionals, and carry it a couple steps further. While there have 
been Several attempts to boot us, I cannot conceive of a world in 
which we would ostracize a sibling over a matter of consclence. Part 
of the cthic of this family is the respect of consclence. Famlly (at 
its best) means both love and respect, and even if that boils down to 
"the chosen of my chosen*, ve're 8still a pretty nifty bunch of folks! 


RITUAL WORK In the circulating coples of our various rituals, TI 
have certainly Seen 8scripts T1 wouldn't be comfortable performing; TI 
have never $Seen a had script. No doubt ome of you have not liked 
Ssome of mine; that's fine. The important thing is that the same 
Spirit runs through them all, as each of us struqqgle to find the words 
to express the =Spirit, the love, and the wonder of our lives as 
Witches on this world. There 1s a uniformity of heart amongqst us 
which lends a certain |similarity to our family. 


RESPECT This is perhaps the hardest to talk about, much like 
intellectual integrity, or love or $Something. We hold a tremendous 
respect for the individual, which shines throuqh in our writings, our 
conversatlons, even in our dA41ifferences. It must have been 
tremendously hard for Judy to bless my searching when I began working 
with Malani; still She did that. It touches me a bunch that those 
Same Protean quallties that have led Meredydd to do right by her 
people, and respect them and back their call, have ultimately led to 
the formation of the Calcard line. And it's that respect for her 


people, that sense of responsibility to family, that leaves my door 
open to Meredydd and family, in person or in print, any time they want 
to come visit. Proteans respect consclience calls. 


So who are ve? We are bright, creative, dedicated folks; we serve 
our Gods, help each other, sShare ideas and techniques and the 
occaslonal recipe. We have our Shared and individual dreams, hopes, 
viewpoints and ritual techniques; we have a Shared sense of ethics and 
responsibility that geems to carry even unto the third and subsequent 
generations. We have a tolerance and an openness that allows cross- 
generational Sharing in a big way. And we have each other -- the 
doctors, the programmers, the theologians, the writers, the poets, etc 


What is a Protean? A Protean is a doer, in whatever way hir 
consclence Shows to be most productive. A Protean is a lover of the 
Earth and Her children. And usually, a Protean is focused on being 
part of the solution, not part of the problem. A Protean is tolerant, 
but not blind to the facts; loving, but willing to express an opinion 
that disagrees; willing to learn and to grov. And ve fiqht VWELL, 


Something which makes us unique among Pagan families and lines, in my 
experience -- nothing below the belt, and no subsequent dolly- 


wvhammies, but an 'honest expression of disagreement with pollcles or 
practices, and a $ubsequent consideration of the points made. 


Like Meredydd, I am a graft onto this line; unlike Meredydd, this 
Is where I choose to remain affiliated. With all respect to my sib, 
to whom my door remains firmly open whatever her choices: 


WE ARE A SEPARATE LINE, WITH OUR SEPARATE TRADITIONS. 


.It is ime to take our place in the sun, 
', decladge ourselves a Protean Tradition. 


Our 8strength Feally is in our diversity, and so this Traditlon 
(as I See tt) .ha# room for Gardnerians and Norskis and Quakers and 
Hindus and even the occasional fundamentalist among us, with no need 
to be closing doors to our family members; in fact, our mutual respect 
Seems to preclude 8such elitism altogether. We already have $Some 
experts on Hindus and Celts and Catholics and who-knows-what-else in 
this family, certainly a little more high-quality diversity can't hurt 
us! And the potential benefit to the greater Craft community, of a 
tradition which really DOES give respect to the individual's 
connection to the Godhead, is too great to be lost. | 


For too many years we have kowtowed and hidden our 11qhts beneath 
bushels, trying to fit into a mold that we have outgrovn. I humbly 


'propose that the Gods must've grown us this way for a purpose; it's 
tlme we take up this purpose, and fulfill the call. 
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